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 ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 
 

ADDRESS: 110 E Washington Street, Application Number HDC21-195 
 
DISTRICT:  Main Street Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: August 12, 2021 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY: Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:   Monday, August 9, 2021 
 
 

OWNER   APPLICANT   
Name: Main/Washington Associates   Southfield Sign & Lighting 
    William Topping 
Address: 115 Depot Street   18940 Eight Mile Rd 
 Ann Arbor, MI 48104   Southfield, MI 48075 
Phone: (734) 994-5850   (248) 450-3149 
 
 
BACKGROUND:   The First National Bank Building was constructed in 1929 to house the first 
bank chartered in Michigan under the National Bank Act of 1863. The building’s exterior features 
broad vertical bands of terra cotta and banks of narrow windows separated by thin terra cotta 
mullions which give it strong vertical lines. Gargoyles are mounted below a decorative roof 
cornice. The building is listed in the National Register of Historic Places.  
 
In 2007 and 2011 the HDC issued a 
certificate of appropriateness for the 
placement of antennas on the roof of 
the building.  
 
LOCATION: The site is located at the 
southeast corner of South Main Street 
and East Washington Street.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks 
HDC approval to install a 20” diameter 
pedestrian-scale blade sign for the 
storefront facing East Washington. 
Each sign face is slightly larger than 
2.25 square feet.  
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APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

 
(2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided. 

(9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old 
and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  

(10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 

Storefronts 
Not Recommended: Introducing a new design that is incompatible in size, scale, material, 
and color; using inappropriately scaled signs and logos or other types of signs that obscure, 
damage, or destroy remaining character-defining features of the historic building; using new 
illuminated signs. 

 
From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines: 
 

Signs 
 

Appropriate:  Attaching signage through masonry joints or through materials that can be 
easily repaired, such as wood, when signage is removed. 
 
Installing signage that is compatible in size, style, material, and appearance to the historic 
resource and district.  
 
Installing signage that is subordinate to the overall building composition. 
 
Pedestrian Scale Signs 
 
Pedestrian scale signs should be: Located near the business’s entry, at least 8’ from the 
ground on the first floor.  
 
Mounted on an arm or arms or hung from a bracket.  
 
Aligned with similar signs on the block.  
 
Sized not to exceed 4.5 square feet per side. This is roughly a 28” diameter circle, or 25” 
square. Odd shapes are welcomed and will be reviewed on a case by case basis. 
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STAFF FINDINGS:  
 

1. The pedestrian scale sign is shown at an appropriate height using an existing wall 
bracket. There are no nearby signs with which to align it. The aluminum sign is a 20” 
diameter circle with a large letter C and some decorative neon spilling over the edges 
that make the sign 28.5” at its widest. The sign is 4.5” thick and on a 7” arm which is 
attached to an existing plate bolted through mortar joints in the building’s stone veneer in 
three places. Per the applicant, the electrical conduit for the neon will go through the wall 
behind the mounting bracket and the electrical switch box will be mounted at the back of 
the sign, making the electrical work essentially invisible.  
 

2. The sign is changing from unlit to neon which requires HDC approval, not staff approval. 
The business has requested no other signage. 
 

3. Staff believes the sign is appropriate and meets the Ann Arbor Historic District Design 
Guidelines for pedestrian scale signs, and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.  

 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motions are only a suggestion.  The Review Committee, 
consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will visit the site and make a 
recommendation at the meeting.)   
 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 110 East 
Washington Street, a contributing property in the Main Street Historic District, to install a new 
pedestrian scale sign on an existing bracket, as proposed.  The work is compatible in exterior 
design, arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the building and the 
surrounding area and meets the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines for signs, and The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic 
Buildings, in particular standards 2, 9 and 10, and the guidelines for storefronts.  
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, photo rendering, drawings 
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110 East Washington (July 2018, courtesy Google Street View) 
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