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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 
ADDRESS:  530 Elizabeth Street, Application Number HDC21-196 
 
DISTRICT:  Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: June 10, 2021 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:   Monday, June 7, 2021 
 

OWNER   APPLICANT    
 
Name: St. Thomas Church   Lincoln Poley, Architect 
Address: 530 Elizabeth Street   2030 Rugby Ct   
 Ann Arbor, MI 48104   Ann Arbor, MI 48103  
Phone: (734) 761-8606   (734) 665-0211 
 
BACKGROUND:   St Thomas’ Catholic Church was built in the Romanesque Revival style in 
1899. The St. Thomas Rectory was built next door in 1902 in the colonial revival style, with 
numerous significant architectural features. 
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the east side of Elizabeth Street and the west side of North 
State Street between High Street and East Kingsley.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to expand a Memorial Garden located in 
front of the church along North State Street by installing a granite field stone wall with a 6 ¼” 
limestone cap, L-shaped, that is 33’ long parallel to North State and with an approximately 11’ 
return on the north end. The wall varies in height between 6 ½’ and around 7’.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS  
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:  

 
(9)   New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 

materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the 
old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 

Setting 
Recommended: Retaining the historic relationship between buildings and landscape features 
of the setting. For example, preserving the relationship between a town common and its 
adjacent historic houses, municipal buildings, historic roads, and landscape features. 
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From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines: 
 

Design Guidelines for Fencing and Walls 
Appropriate: Using brick or stone for new walls. Custom masonry products will be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis. 

 
STAFF FINDINGS 
 

1. The existing 6’ stone wall enclosing the Memorial Garden was built in 1993. This wall 
would extend the garden to the north along the east elevation of the church. A 12” gap 
designed between the existing wall and new wall would be infilled with vertical twisted 
wrought iron bars.  

2. Staff’s biggest concern was whether character-defining features of the east elevation 
of the church would be obscured by the wall, but this is not the case. There are small 
basement windows behind the proposed wall but staff doesn’t believe obscuring them 
is problematic, as long as the windows remain in place.  

3. The work is reversible and does not touch the historic structure. It is similar to the 
1993 wall and as such will not be mistaken as historic work.  

4. Staff recommends approval of the application.  
 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion supports staff findings and is only a suggestion.  
The Review Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the 
applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 530 
Elizabeth Street, a contributing property in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District, to build a 
granite field stone wall, as proposed. The work is compatible in exterior design, arrangement, 
texture, material and relationship to the surrounding resources and meets the Ann Arbor Historic 
District Guidelines for fencing and walls, and The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standard 9 and 
the Guidelines for Setting.  
 
MOTION WORKSHEET   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 530 Elizabeth 
Street in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, photos, drawings 
 
  



F-3  (p. 3) 

530 Elizabeth (Applicant photo, 2021) 
 
 





HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION APPLICATION (St. Thomas Church, continued)   
 
Dated: May 19, 2021 
 
PROPOSED WORK: 
 
The proposed work involves the expansion of the existing Memorial Garden at St. 
Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church.  This work includes adding a stone wall, 
approximately six (6) feet tall, to expand the area of the existing Memorial Garden along 
North State Street.  The wall would be constructed of rough granite field stones, 
matching those of the existing Memorial Garden stone wall, with matching mortar color 
and texture, and stone sizes and spacing.  A matching limestone cap, with rusticated 
vertical edges (surfaces) and a smooth top, shall be installed atop the proposed garden 
wall.  The new stone wall shall also match the existing in width, 1’-8” +/- wide.  
 
The top of the new garden wall shall align with the top of the existing Memorial Garden 
wall.  The new wall shall be held away from the existing wall by 12”.  This will assist in 
delineating the original garden wall (constructed in 1993) from the proposed garden wall.  
It will also aid in the construction of the new wall and allow for a visual and aesthetic 
break.  A decorative and open wrought iron panel, with twisted bars is envisioned to fill 
the gap, while still allowing the visual break. 
 
The stone wall shall be ‘L-shaped’, with the eastern wall being 32’ in length, and the  
north leg of the wall being 11’ in length, and stopping short of the church by 6’-3”.  This 
will allow for access to the Memorial Garden from the State Street entrance to the 
church.  The existing Memorial Garden gate shall be relocated at this new north 
entrance to the Memorial Garden, as noted on the accompanying preliminary drawings. 
 
The new garden space is designed to have a perimeter stone path with a large central 
garden area inside.  The new stone walkways shall match the existing garden, reusing 
the stone that is currently along the east side of the church.  This inner garden area is 
shown as preliminary in nature and is subject to redesign, based upon review and 
design feedback by the Church’s Cemetery Committee.  The interior layout of the garden 
space and pathways is therefore not shown in it’s final configuration. 
 
 
DESCRIBE CONDITIONS THAT JUSTIFY THE PROPOSED CHANGES: 
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church constructed a Memorial Garden in 1993, when 
the restoration/renovation and addition to the original church commenced.  Since that 
time the Memorial Garden has been used to pay tribute to, and to pray for, departed 
loved ones.  It is a setting in which cremains of those who have died are interred and 
perpetually cared for and looked after. 
 
The original Memorial Garden was in need of additional garden space to provide areas 
for current and future interments, which led to plans for expanding the existing Memorial 
Garden.  The additional garden walls help to provide a calm and peaceful enclosure for 
prayer, meditation, and remembrance. 
 
The changes noted above, in the proposed work, do not connect to the existing church, 
and are only an extension of the existing garden walls and Memorial Garden. 





	
	

ST.	THOMAS	THE	APOSTLE	CATHOLIC	CHURCH	
KINGSLEY	+	NORTH	STATE	STREET.			ANN	ARBOR			.				MICHIGAN			.				48104	

	
	

PROPOSED	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	ADDITION	
PRELIMINARY	DESIGN	

	

	
LINCOLN	POLEY,	ARCHITECT,	AIA	

ANN	ARBOR,	MICHIGAN	
04.09.21	



	
AT	THE	CORNER	of	EAST	KINGSLEY	STREET	and	NORTH	STATE	STREET	

	
IMAGES:		1908		.		TODAY		and		1993	overhead	view,	prior	to	Memorial	Garden	ConstrucRon	



1908:		ST.	THOMAS	THE	APOSTLE	CATHOLIC	CHURCH	@	KINGSLEY	+	STATE	STREET	



1908:		ST.	THOMAS	THE	
APOSTLE	CATHOLIC	
CHURCH	@	KINGSLEY	+	
STATE	STREET	



													2021	



2021	



EARLY	1993:		JUST	PRIOR	TO	
RENOVATION	+	ADDITION	



	
ST.	THOMAS	THE	APOSTLE	CATHOLIC	CHRUCH	

	
AS-BUILT	DRAWINGS	+	IMAGES	



MEMORIAL	GARDEN	EXPANSION	AREA	

EXISTING	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	













EXISTING	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	



	
	
	
	
	

DRAWINGS	AND	IMAGES	SHOWING	THE	PROPOSED	EXPANSION	OF	THE	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	
	
	
	



ST.	THOMAS	THE	APOSTLE	CATHOLIC	CHURCH:		MEMORIAL	GARDEN	ADDITION:			
	
PROJECT	SCOPE:	
	
There	is	a	need	for	addiRonal	Memorial	Garden	space,	and	the	proposed	project	shows	how	the	Memorial	Garden	can	be	expanded.	
	
The	following	slides	show	the	expansion	to	be	north	of	the	exisRng	Memorial	Garden.		The	expansion	will	include	a	granite	stone	
wall	with	limestone	cap.		The	stone	and	stone	cap	shall	match	the	exisRng	stone	wall	construcRon	in	materials	and	construcRon.	
	
The	top	of	the	new	garden	wall	shall	align	with	the	top	of	the	exisRng	garden	wall.		The	new	wall	shall	be	held	away	from	the	exisRng	
wall	by	12”.		This	will	help	in	delineaRng	the	original	garden	wall	(constructed	in	1993)	from	the	proposed	wall.		It	will	also	aid	in	the	
construcRon	of	the	new	wall	and	allow	for	a	visual	and	aestheRc	break.		A	decoraRve	and	open	wrought	iron	panel,	with	twisted	bars	
is	envisioned	to	fill	the	gap,	while	sRll	allowing	the	visual	break.	
	
The	stone	wall	shall	be	‘L-shaped’,	with	the	north	leg	of	the	wall	stopping	short	of	the	church.		This	will	allow	for	access	to	the	
Memorial	Garden	from	the	State	Street	entrance	to	the	church.		The	exisRng	Memorial	Garden	gate	shall	be	relocated	at	this	north	
entrance,	as	noted	on	the	preliminary	drawings.	
	
The	new	garden	space	is	designed	to	have	a	perimeter	stone	path	with	a	large	central	garden	area	inside.		The	new	stone	walkways	
shall	match	the	exisRng	garden,	reusing	the	stone	that	is	currently	along	the	east	side	of	the	church.		This	inner	garden	area	is	shown	
as	preliminary	in	nature	and	is	subject	to	redesign,	based	upon	review	and	design	feedback	by	the	Church	Commifee.	
	
The	following	drawings	are	for	review	and	comment.		More	detailed	drawings	and	specificaRons	shall	be	developed	once	the	final	
design	drawings	have	been	approved.		
	
	
		



PROPOSED	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	EXPANSION	

EXISTING	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	











PROPOSED	MEMORIAL	
GARDEN	ADDITION		

EXISTING	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	



	
	
	
	

1993:		CONSTRUCTION	OF	THE	CHURCH	ADDITION	AND	OF	THE	NEW	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	
	



1993	STONE	MASON	CONSTRUCTING	THE	WALL	BETWEEN	THE	NEW	RESTROOM	ADDITION	AND	THE	NEW	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	



1993	CONSTRUCTION	OF	ADDITION	AND	CURVING	STONE	WALLS	ON	EAST	KINGSLEY	



1993	NEARING	COMPLETION	OF	THE	ADDITION	AND	MEMORITAL	GARDEN	STONE	WALLS	ON	NORTH	STATE	STREET	



	
	

2021:			IMAGES	OF	THE	EXISTING	CONDITIONS	
	
	



EXISTING	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	

PROPOSED	ADDITION	TO	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	



EXISTING	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	

AREA	FOR	PROPOSED	ADDITION	TO	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	



EXISTING	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	
AREA	FOR	PROPOSED	ADDITION	TO	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	



													AREA	FOR	PROPOSED	ADDITION	TO	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	



GATE	AND	POST	TO	BE	RELOCATED	













AREA	FOR	PROPSED	ADDITION	TO	MEMORIAL	GARDEN	



LOCATION	FOR	GATE	TO	PROPOSED	
MEMORIAL	GARDEN	ADDITION	



PROPOSED	MEMORIAL	
GARDEN	ADDITION		

EXISTING	MEMORIAL	GARDEN		





END	OF	SLIDES	
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