
Ann Arbor City Council Regular Session: May 3, 2021
Email Redactions List Pursuant to Council Resolution R-09-386
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7:05 PM Jen Eyer Jessica Alexander
email address, phone 
number Privacy

7:21 PM Elizabeth Nelson Kate Murphy Email address Privacy

7:28 PM Christopher Taylor Willie Powell Email address Privacy

8:06 PM City Council Tom Weeks Email address Privacy

8:12 PM City Council Susan Baskett
email address, phone 
number Privacy

8:33 PM
Linh Song, Christopher 
Taylor Rajiv Saxena Email addresses Privacy

8:35 PM Elizabeth Nelson Donnell Wyche Email address Privacy

8:41 PM Elizabeth Nelson Scott Franz Email address Privacy

9:35 PM City Council Lauretta Flowers Email address Privacy

9:47 PM City Council Usha Jindal

Jane Killingston, 
Josephine Walcutt, 
Sheyrl Prince, Sebastain 
Osterfeld Email addresses Privacy

9:50 PM Ali Ramlawi Nate Phipps Email address Privacy

10:33 PM Jen Eyer Kurt Sonen Lisa Disch Email address Privacy

12:26 AM City Council Eileen Freed
email address, phone 
number Privacy
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I have started this letter to you several times this past week in response to your resolution (and subsequent 
Mlive article) to host a City Council driven Palestine/Palestine American forum.  My friends and colleagues of 
various colors, faiths, civic roles and ideologies have (I’m quite sure) shared their thoughts regarding:  the 
forum’s community harm and divisiveness; the Anti-Semetic/anti-Jewish sentiment that frames such a forum, 
and the recklessness that this geopolitical focused forum might have on the purpose of a city council moving 
forward.  
 
Thus, as a neighbor, and someone whose own professional /artistic work has not exclusively focused on my 
own American Jewish community, but has often been directed to fostering a space for various peoples whose 
voices have been suppressed/repressed and oppressed, I wanted to talk to you about privilege. 
 
Privilege, as I strive to understand and recognize it, is assuming that someone wants one to speak for them 
and about them or create a space to speak for them and about them.  Given this definition, your resolution 
(forum) smacks of upper-middle class white privilege. Aside from the protestors/Anti-Semites who frequent the 
city council (just because hate shows up for a decade doesn’t mean you have to give it a platform)  it does not 
appear that any organization, collective, mosque, human rights coalition, or your constituents, asked you to 
push forth this resolution. This resolution is just white privilege wielding its wand, and it’s dangerous and 
offensive. You shared in the newspaper that your rationale for supporting this resolution was the persistence of 
the Anti-Semetic individuals who have shown up at city council for years. 
 
Kathy, if you want to foster awareness or facilitate social change, don’t use your power and platform, outside of 
its intended use, to do so.  For example, in the near future, several members of various racial, cultural and 
ethnic groups are working together on by-stander training. It asks, “How can we better understand what is 
known as the ‘spectrum of disrespect?’ (Hollaback Training), and thus be better neighbors and advocates for 
each other.  Perhaps, this is the type of effort that may be of interest to you. 
 
I walk by your house daily, and you have the ‘Humankind. Be Both’  sign on your lawn, and I keep thinking you 
might want to take it down. This resolution does not feel to many people human nor kind.  
 
 
 
 

Thank you,  
     

M    
m     

 m  

 
 
 
Jessica ‘Decky’ Alexander  
Resident - Ward 2  
VP Jewish Federation of Greater Ann Arbor 
Professor, EMU 
 
 

 
 
Jessica"Decky" Alexander 
 

When I dare to be powerful, to use my strength in the service of my 
vision, then it becomes less and less important whether I am afraid.― 

Audre Lorde  
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Thanks for considering my request. 

M. Kate Murphy 

Dexter, Mi. 
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Journal Archive

From: Donnell Wyche 
Sent: Monday, May 03, 2021 8:35 PM
To: Nelson, Elizabeth
Subject: Please support the Healthy Streets Initiatives 

This message was sent from outside of the City of Ann Arbor. Please do not click links, open 
attachments, or follow directions unless you recognize the source of this email and know the content 
is safe. 
 
 
Hi Councilmember Nelson, 
 
Would you please reconsider supporting the Healthy Streets Initiatives? As a cyclist in Ann Arbor 
anything we can do to calm car traffic is appreciated. My biking and my family’s biking last year was 
greatly improved because of the Healthy Streets Initiatives. Please reconsider supporting Healthy 
Streets Initiatives if it comes back to Council. 
 
Thanks, 
Donnell 
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crashes into deer. Most city streets have speed limits of 25 or 45 MPH - at these speeds, vehicle to 
wildlife (deer, raccoon, rabbit, geese) crashes are avoidable! 
 
We don’t want our tax dollars to go in “killing” of innocent, peaceful living beings. Please end deer 
culling immediately! We love these animals visiting our backyard, our neighborhood! 
 
Sincerely, 
Rajiv Saxena 
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Journal Archive

From: Nate Phipps 
Sent: Monday, May 03, 2021 9:50 PM
To: Ramlawi, Ali
Subject: Disappointed in Healthy Streets vote

This message was sent from outside of the City of Ann Arbor. Please do not click links, open 
attachments, or follow directions unless you recognize the source of this email and know the content 
is safe. 
 
 
Good evening. 
 
Perhaps I should have actively expressed support for the Healthy Streets funding on tonight’s 
agenda, but instead I will express disappointment that it did not pass. 
 
I hope Council has a chance to reconsider this funding, and I hope you support its passage. 
 
-Nate Phipps 
Ward 5 resident 
 
Please forgive brevity and typos. This message was sent from a phone. 
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