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Colliers International  
1955 Pauline Blvd., Ste: 400 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103 

 
 

December 19, 2020 
 
 

 
To: Planning Commission  
 
Re: Marijuana Consumption Center 
 
 

Raised in Ann Arbor with beginnings in retail distribution, I have been dedicated to the 
area’s business real estate and community. With over 30 years in the industry, I have 
become the leading agent in commercial transactions – leases, developments, business 
placements, purchases, and more – in Washtenaw County. To date, our team is 
responsible for nearly 70% of all commercial real estate deals in Washtenaw County. 

 
I am writing this letter in support for a marijuana consumption center to be located at 336 S. 
Ashley street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104.  This is an ideally located property in the commercially 
zoned business district of Ashley street for a consumption center. The center will add to the 
variety of businesses and will help with adding foot traffic to the region, which will continue to 
stimulate the economic growth of Ashley street and the surrounding downtown area. 
 
Please contact me if for any questions, 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jim Chaconas 
Colliers International 
Senior Vice President Ann Arbor 
734-994-3100 
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2Mission Design and Development  
116 W. Washington Street 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 

December 18, 2020 

To: The Planning Commission  

Re: Marijuana Consumption Center 

For more than 20 years, 2mission’s principals have taken on complex real estate projects and 
developed a portfolio of award-winning properties. We have watched many positive changes 
occur in Ann Arbor’s downtown business district.  

We are writing this letter in support of a marijuana consumption center to be located at 336 S. 
Ashley street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104. We support most local businesses and believe this ideally 
located consumption center will certainly draw more foot traffic to the downtown area which 
will help to continue in the economic growth of Ashley and the surrounding downtown streets. 

Please contact us if there are any questions, 

Sincerely, 

______________________________ 
Jon Carlson 
2Mission 
Owner 
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Cherry Republic 

223 S. Main Street 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 
 

 
To: The Planning Commission  
 
Re: Liberty Consumption Center 
 
On behalf of Cherry Republic, our corporate offices and local office, we support of a marijuana 
consumption center to be located at 334-336 S. Ashley street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104.  
 
Cherry Republic has had the pleasure of serving the residents and visitors of Ann Arbor for the 
last 10 years. There is nothing like the energy of a college town, and our Ann Arbor store is 
living proof!  
 
We support new and existing local businesses in the downtown area and am excited for this new 
business to invest into this beautiful city. The new Liberty consumption center will be in a 
perfect location on one of Ashley street’s prime business district blocks, and will certainly bring 
in more out-of-town and local foot traffic to the entire downtown area. We are happy to have the 
Liberty group as neighbors. 
 
Please call with any questions, and please come in and visit us! 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Bob Sutherland 
President 
 
Rita Jourdan 
Ann Arbor Store Manager 
734-585-5231 
_____________ 
Cherry Republic  
 
 
 
 



Dykema Gossett PLLC
39577 Woodward Avenue
Suite 300
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304
WWW.DYKEMA.COM

Tel:  (248) 203-0700
Fax:  (248) 203-0763
Stephen R. Estey
Direct Dial: (248) 203-0538
Direct Fax: (855) 232-1793
Email: SEstey@dykema.com

 April 26, 2021 Via Email

Re: Special Exception Use – Operational Summary Designated Marijuana Consumption 
Facility - 336 S. Ashley, Ann Arbor, MI

Dear Ms. DiLeo:

As you know, we represent GS Ashley, LLC d/b/a Liberty Cannabis (“Liberty”) with 
respect to the above referenced matter.  On January 27, 2021, Liberty applied for special exception 
use approval, Project #SEU21-001 (“Application”), to operate a Designated Marijuana 
Consumption Facility (“Center”) located at 336 S. Ashley, Ann Arbor, MI (“Property”).  Over the 
past few months we have been working with you and the consultants through the review process. 
Based on the City’s review some questions have arose regarding the traffic generation and the 
overall operation of the Center.  This supplemental letter is to provide you with a summary of 
information from our Application and to highlight some of the key aspects of the Center that are 
detailed therein:

 The Center will provide the residents of Ann Arbor a place for the safe and legal 
consumption of cannabis products away from public parks and sidewalks;

 As set forth in the detail of our application and our company SOPs, Liberty employees will 
be thoroughly trained to monitor all customers and patients for signs of over-intoxication 
or distress, and to intervene at the first sign of an issue and customers and patients will be 
advised on appropriate limits for consumption.  When necessary, our employees will even 
be able to direct customers towards safe transportation options;

 Before utilizing the Center, patients and customers in a party will be required to purchase 
product from the neighboring Liberty Retail and Provisioning Center;

 During the ongoing COVID pandemic, Liberty will have a limited capacity, socially 
distanced seating for the customers (and guests), and surfaces will be routinely sanitized 
by staff;
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 The Center will offer free use of sterilized delivery devices (vaporizers, pipes, etc.);
 The Center will be staffed and monitored by experienced Wellness and Administration 

Guides who will be trained to offer advice as well as monitor for, and react to, signs of 
over consumption;

 Customers and patients will be able to make reservations in advance;
 We anticipate that customers and patients will spend on average up to 45 minutes in the 

consumption establishment;
 Food will not be offered at this time, but may in the future; 
 The Center may offer bottled water and other approved non-alcoholic packaged beverages 

to ensure adequate hydration for customers and patients;
 This may be the first Designated Consumption Lounge in the State of Michigan and will 

be a premiere facility consistent with the standards of businesses in the Ann Arbor area;  
 The following are prohibited activities at the Center: 

o Smoking tobacco products; and
o Consuming alcohol or other drugs. 

 Traffic Generation:  Because there are no other Designated Consumption Lounges of this 
kind currently in Michigan there was no direct category that was applicable for trip 
generation analysis under the Trip Generation Manual.  However, there are several 
examples of similar consumption lounges in other states across the country that have been 
operating in a safe and compliant manners for years in harmony with the local community.  
Since customers and patients will be required to purchase product from the neighboring 
Liberty Retail and Provisioning Center before being granted access to the Center, it is not 
anticipated that the Center will cause increased trips to the area as such trips are already 
accounted for under the Marijuana Dispensary trip generation classification.  Liberty has 
included trip generation calculations for a provisioning center on the site plan Sheet A-200.  
Moreover, when other categories, such as bars, restaurants, a winery or liquor store are 
considered, the trip generation for each of those uses is less intensive than under the 
Marijuana Dispensary trip generation classification. 

 Accordingly, Liberty will accept as a condition of approval the following:

CONDITION:  Customers and Patients in a party will be required to purchase 
product from the neighboring Liberty Retail and Provisioning Center in order to 
utilize the Consumption Lounge.    

Additionally, as discussed with you previously, Liberty is contemplating enclosing the 
existing porch area at the Center in the future. Therefore, we respectfully ask that the use not be 
limited to the existing interior square footage. 

On behalf of Liberty, we thank you in advance for your timely attention to this matter and 
look forward to working with the City throughout the zoning process.

Sincerely,

DYKEMA GOSSETT PLLC

Stephen R. Estey




