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>> Mayor Taylor: Welcome to March 1st meeting. 

Ann Arbor city council. 

If you are able, please rise and join us for a moment of silence, followed by the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

>> I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the 

republic for which it stands:  One nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and 

justice for all. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Would our clerk please call the roll of council.  

>> Clerk Beaudry: Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner: Here. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Councilmember Disch. 

>> Councilmember Disch: Here. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Councilmember Griswold. 

>> Councilmember Griswold: Here. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Councilmember Song. 

>> Councilmember Song: Here. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Councilmember Grand. 

>> Councilmember Grand: Here. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Councilmember Radina. 

>> Councilmember Radina: Here. 



>> Clerk Beaudry: Mayor Taylor. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Here. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Councilmember Eyer. 

>> Councilmember Eyer: Here. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Councilmember Nelson. 

>> Councilmember Nelson: Here. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Councilmember Briggs. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: 

Here. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi: Here.  

>> Clerk Beaudry: We have a quorum. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

May I have a motion to approve the agenda. 

Moved by Councilmember Nelson. 

Seconded by Disch. 

Discussion of the agenda. 

All in favor? 

[Chorus of ayes] 

Opposed in the agenda is approved. 

Do we have communications from our city administrator? 

Mr. Crawford. 

You are on mute. 

>> City Admin. Crawford: Had to be that guy. 

I wanted to take a moment to point out that on the agenda, you have a resolution 

between the city and recycle Ann Arbor. 

It's a contract that's taken quite some time to complete, but we're very pleased 

that -- to bring you this contract tonight after a lot of work by both recycle Ann 

Arbor and the city. 

So I just wanted to express my thanks for everyone who works so hard in 

bringing that to you. 

That's all. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

We now have the monthly update from our independent community police 

oversight commissions chair, Dr. Jackson. 

Dr. Jackson, you have the com. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Mayor, Dr. Jackson is joining us now. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

>> Good evening. 

For those of you who don't know me, my name is Lucy Jackson, I'm the chair of 

Ann Arbor's independent community police oversight commission. 

Also known as ICPOC. 

It was to improve the relations between the community and the Ann Arbor police 

department but also to examine policing policies and facilitate cooperation 

between the many different stakeholders involved in keeping our community 



safe. 

After two years, we finally come to an agreement with the police department on 

an appropriate timeline for the department to deliver information to our 

commission, such as that we can review complaints filed to them in a timely 

manner, and while it might seem disheartening to many that it's taken so long to 

reach such an agreement, about something so uncontroversial even, I think this 

does represent a huge step forward and I would like to thank Chief Cox, deputy 

chiefs, and Arian Slay, and others for the work they have done to foster 

collaboration between all of our organizations. 

Before I get into my main topic for today, I would like to wrap up Black History 

Month by recognizing, Albert wheeler. 

I'm sure you all know him. 

He was Ann Arbor's first and only black mayor. 

He was the first tenured professor and even before running for mayor, he formed 

black united for liberation and justice out of concern about excessive police patrol 

of the black community and what he considered harassment and illegal arrests. 

After accusing city leaders after -- of allowing racist policing, to deal honestly and 

properly with these charges has caused the black community to lose faith in local 

government's willingness and ability to deal with its own employees. 

He won a controversial election in mayor in 1975 and he and his wife started a 

group that became the local NAACP chapter and were long-time public servants 

who helped to change Ann Arbor's racial climate. 

He was also credited with instilling the idea that city government should be 

involved in human services to help disadvantaged citizens. 

The main point to which I would like to speak this even regards opportunities 

present within the city's upcoming budget. 

For those who are not aware, council votes on May 17th to pass the city's annual 

budget. 

As all of you know, this past year has been challenging, for both local businesses 

and the city itself. 

As a result, the city has asked each of its agencies to give up a percentage of 

their annual budget to offset its significantly decreased revenue. 

In response, police Chief Cox offered the city $1.3 million, and fire chief Kennedy 

offered over $700,000. 

Unfortunately, not every agency is equally able to shed pardon -- parts of their 

budget and at the same time, it brought financial challenges it also highlighted 

social challenges that must be addressed through intentional public reform. 

For example, the city received a request from the sustainability office for an extra 

$3.6 million for the A2Zero carbon neutrality program. 

To be very clear, environmental sustainability and reimagining. 

Public safety are not mutually exclusive. 

Therefore, the independent community police oversight commission sees this 

budget as a unique opportunity for the city to live up to its promise to reimagine 

public safety by also funding unarmed response programs in Ann Arbor. 

No matter what you think of the phrase the city is in a situation where the police 



have quite literally volunteered to defund themselves. 

So this demonstrated willingness by the police to work together with the city for 

the sake of the whole community, is a tremendous opportunity for the city to take 

the police department's good faith and show them that investments in police 

alternatives will benefit them as well. 

I would be remiss not to mention that there have been discussions within the city 

of allocates $234,000 of surplus funding that the Ann Arbor housing commission 

allocated from the county mental health millage to a not as yet determined pilot 

program and I'm appreciative of the city's mindfulness in thinking about 

alternatives, however that amount of money would not come anywhere close to 

providing unarmed crisis service response services to our community for 24 

hours a day, seven days a week and one of the reasons why we currently have 

police responding to mental health calls is that they are the only department open 

and available 24/7. 

So such an unarmed crisis response team would need to be available all the 

time. 

$234 would probably be only enough to hire 2.5 unarmed response 

professionals. 

Even if they are perfectly split into three eight-hour shifts and never, ever took a 

take off, we would only ever have one person on duty at a time. 

One person on call for a community of well over 100,000 people. 

Even if it were supplemented by federal grants, our imagination for what policing 

could look like needs to be bigger than what the is allowed by a femoral 

government grant. 

We need to commit ourselves to the project of better public safety in the same 

way that we have committed ourselves towards meeting environmental goals. 

It should also be recognized that this imagination is not some idea that ICPOC 

has thought of on its own. 

All around the country youth services agencies and transportation authorities and 

hospitals and other healthcare agencies, housing agencies and mental health 

providers all support unarmed response programs. 

And perhaps most importantly, it's on us as public servants to dare to imagine in 

this way because it affects everyone in our community. 

A lot of times when we talk about police reform in this country, we almost always 

do so in the context of black and brown people and those who suffer from 

psychological issue and a lot of times it is those populations who do the bulk of 

work when it comes to advocating for change. 

However, this is not just People of Color who are affected. 

It's our veterans and active duty service members who are 1.4 times as likely to 

be killed by a cop than their civilian counterparts. 

It's our undocumented neighbors who are afraid to go to the police for help. 

The unhoused people, who are told to stop loitering, that really have nowhere to 

go. 

And those on the autism spectrum, who are terrified when they drive that they will 

get pulled over and an officer may not understand their sensory sensitivities. 



Women who think their sexual assault allegations who won't be taken seriously. 

Young white men for whom police killings are the sixth leading cause of death 

but are least talked about. 

Trans folks who have to worry about put in holding for what it says on their 

license but not what is true in their heart. 

Whether or not have you been traditionally included in these conversations, this 

affects you. 

We have the opportunity to acknowledge that with this budget. 

I highly encourage this body to take advantage of this understanding when it 

comes time to determine how the money gets allocated. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

We now come to public comment reserve time. 

Public comment reserve time is an opportunity for members of the public to 

speak to council and the community about matters of municipal interest to speak 

at public comment reserve time, one needs to have signed up in advance by 

contacting our city clerk. 

To speak at public comment reserve time, please enter the number on your 

screen, that is 877-853-5247. 

Having done so please enter meeting I. D. 94212732148. 

The clerk will identify you by the last three digits of your telephone number when 

it's your turn to speak. 

When it's your turn to speak, please hit star six to unmute yourself. 

Speakers have three minutes in which to speak. 

Please pay close attention to the time. 

Our clerk will notify you when 30 seconds are remaining and when your time has 

expired. 

When your time has expired, please conclude your remarks and cede the floor. 

Our first speaker is Trische Duckworth. 

>> Good evening, council, Mayor Taylor and all the citizens of Ann Arbor and 

everybody that is listening. 

My name is Trische Duckworth from survivors speak. 

We are speaking today in support of the unarmed crisis responders. 

There is such a huge need for this in our community. 

As we can see across the country, what has happened when people respond 

and they don't know what to do. 

Right here in the city of Ann Arbor, with the death of raster, we have seen what 

happened, and the devastation and the children that are without their mother and 

the family that is without their family member, all because we do not have 

unarmed crisis responders. 

Jennifer hall laid out a blueprint with a small budget that we know as Dr. Jackson 

said is not enough to sustain this kind of programming, but we know that this 

programming is necessary. 

So we're asking council to do what is necessary to find the funding for this 

program. 



So that the community could be safer so that People of Color could be safer so 

that people that live with mental illness can be safer. 

We're coming to you on behalf of black and brown citizens and we understand 

that most times, it's voices of privilege that are listened to. 

But we are asking you to listen to the voices of the community that are crying out 

on behalf of Aura Rosser, and those who could be put in harm's way if you send 

armed officers in crisis situations. 

We are asking this council and Mayor Taylor to do what is right in this area. 

Again, the children do this on behalf of them. 

The family of Aura Rosser. 

Do this for them! 

You sit in the seats to make sure that the people are protected. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: 30 seconds. 

>> And find the funding -- find the funding. 

To make this happen. 

Thank you. 

I yield the rest of my time. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Lori Saginaw. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Mayor, I do not see Ms. Saginaw on the call. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Ms. Saginaw, if you are listening, please hit star line to raise 

your hand. 

Ms. Beaudry. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: I do not see the caller on the line. 

>> Mayor Taylor: We do have someone who raised their hand. 

>> Can you hear me? 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Yes, is this Lori Saginaw. 

>> No, but I'm the one who raised my hand. 

I'm just waiting for my turn. 

>> Mayor Taylor: My apologies. 

It's Lori Saginaw's turn. 

We call people in the order of the agenda, sir. 

If Lori Saginaw is not here -- 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Oh, mayor, I may have her now. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Caller 551, is this Lori Saginaw? 

Caller with the phone number ending in 551? 

You can press star six to unmute your phone. 

>> Okay. 

Am I unmuted now. 

>> Lori Saginaw is not here. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Oh -- mayor, I may have her now. 

>> Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Ms. Saginaw, so you can turn off your television or the 

computer -- 



>> What do you want me to turn off? 

>> Mayor Taylor: We can hear ourselves through -- 

>> Okay how is that? 

Is that better? 

>> Mayor Taylor: It is. 

Thank you. 

>> Okay. 

All right. 

Great. 

I haven't done this this way before. 

I appreciate the opportunity to address all of you tonight. 

And I want to commend the city, my city, for this goal to re-envision public safety 

and the commitment to do that because it is happening across the nation, and I -- 

I love the idea that we can be on the frontier of this. 

So as has been mentioned tonight, I want to support all of our efforts to increase 

our ability to respond to community need, with unarmed responders. 

And I want to appreciate our very own police department, for raising the 

possibility of offering some of its monies to initiate this change. 

We're all smart folks. 

We know that so many situations are better handled by unarmed responders, 

who are training in trauma and de-escalation. 

I think that if we can take the first steps to do it, it would be a huge positive 

impact on our community overall. 

We know that data shows that unarmed responders reduce the number of deaths 

and the possibility of it, and I feel that if we aim high and really work on this 

together, as has been requested, that we can accomplish this. 

I know firsthand, from working on the task force several years ago, how complex 

and how multifaceted the challenges are the police officers face. 

And as much as they would wish to, there is no way that they can function as 

mental health experts, social workers or drug counselors, yet in so many 

situations that's exactly what is expected of them. 

So sending officers armed with guns to resolve issues that do not require guns is 

something I urge you to think of every possible way of ending in a -- in a timeline, 

in a sequence, that the community can know and understand. 

I feel we owe this to our officers and to our community. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: 30 seconds. 

>> Please consider with all of your creative thoughts how to maximize this 

amazing opportunity before us. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Devin Mayer. 

>> Clerk Beaudry:  Caller with the phone number ending in 323? 

You can press star six to unmute your phone. 

>> Hello, can you hear me? 

>> Mayor Taylor: Yes, we can. 



>> Good evening, councilmembers and Mayor Taylor. 

My name is Devin Mayer. 

I'm a student at the University of Michigan, and actually on campus and I'm 

enrolled in the Michigan school of social work program. 

Before I start I feel it's important to also acknowledge my privilege and status 

prior to speaking before such a high status and elite group such as yourselves. 

I'm a white middle-class affluent mail who was born into high places of privilege. 

However, I seek to utilize my privilege to invoke change for those voices who 

have been silenced. 

I'm here to speak on survivors speaks to amplify the voices who experienced 

justice. 

I want to speak about the reallocation of funds and the new discretionary budget. 

I spoke two weeks ago about how we the citizens of Ann Arbor are watching 

where our money is going. 

We strongly hope that our voices will be considered in such matters of money 

allocation, especially from the taxpayer dollars. 

For so many faces for the funds to be reallocated to. 

We have seen that there's a large push for green carbon initiative in the city with 

a $3.6 million budget request. 

While I do think that this is important, I would also like to point out how vital it is to 

put the money back into protecting our citizens. 

Specifically, I'm speaking about putting that money towards an unarmed crisis 

response team for citizens living for mental health issue, a type of task force that 

would have potentially been able to save someone like Aura Rosser. 

An unarmed crisis task force can save unarmed citizens. 

In Denver, they have reached amazing results already. 

Their support team assistance response or STARs was called to more than 700 

911 calls. 

It resulted in to arrests and no police backup. 

Not only would it save citizen lives but police lives as well. 

There's a decrease of 3% preliminarily in the first six months to police calls 

allowing them to be more available for faster, more imminent solutions. 

I have seen in one of the protests earlier this summer in the city of Ann Arbor, 

there was the vision. 

Protests supporting the same Black Lives Matter movement had a wedge driven 

through them, due to the Aura Rosser shooting that ruled in a lack of trust in the 

police. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: 30 seconds. 

>> The vital money could save lives, resources and help mend a broken 

relationship in the city. 

Putting money towards the crisis response team could help to mend the racial 

divide in the city of Ann Arbor and work towards the unified city. 

If you truly want to show you want to address some of the racial inequity 

problems that face our black and brown brothers and sisters, then we hope you 

take the suggestion to heart. 



Thank you very much. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Michelle Hughes. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Mayor, I don't see Michelle Hughes on the call. 

>> Mayor Taylor: We do have someone with their hand raised. 

Is that a different caller? 

>> Clerk Beaudry: That's not the number, but I can check. 

Hi, is this Michelle Hughes? 

>> You are unmuted. 

>> Yes, this is Michelle Hughes, sorry. 

So surprisingly, I'm not here to talk about DC-5, the sidewalk snow removal 

proposal. 

It's a strong proposal vetted by the transportation commission, and I trust you to 

pass it. 

The budget is still being considered and this is the perfect time to reduce the 

police's budget and direct that money to a new program of unarmed mental crisis 

response. 

This year, all the departments have been asked to reduce their budgets by 5%. 

If he February 8th council work study session, they proposed $1.3 million. 

It sounds like a lot but that's only a 4.25% reduction from their last year's 

allocation of $31 million. 

We should ask them to at least carry their weight as all departments have been 

asked to do. 

But you have heard me talk about defunding the police, defunding the police is 

not about cutting their budget to make up for a budget shortfall but to invest that 

in other programs, programs like affordable housing and mental healthcare. 

An exciting pilot program has been proposed by the Ann Arbor housing 

commission at the council work session of February 22nd, and mental health care 

workers who can respond to appropriate calls rather than the police. 

But they were only able to get $232,000 to fund the effort, not nearly enough. 

At that meeting, several councilmembers expressed the idea of finding additional 

source of funding for the program. 

Cut the police budget at least by the 5% that other departments have been 

asked. 

Use that money to fund the effort. 

And that was the office of sustainability, for their work in being carbon neutral. 

We don't look to funding there. 

The city council declared a climate emergency. 

We need that funding to address the emergency. 

But in July, the council declared racism a public health crisis, but made no 

promises to actually address the crisis. 

No funding was offered and no staff was hired. 

Make nose promises. 

Hire that staff. 

Create a racial equity office, like the county did. 



The city went to a lot of effort to create the A2Zero plan. 

We need an effort like that for public safety. 

In June, council considered a resolution asking the police oversight committee. 

They haven't had a chance to respond because they are overwhelmed with their 

normal work and insufficiently funded. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: 30 seconds. 

>> The police task force recommended that they have $300,000 a year. 

That's what they need to do that work. 

Do at least that. 

Do that in this budget. 

Find that money by reducing the police's budget. 

Show us that you are serious about doing the work that it would take to foster 

real public safety for all of Ann Arbor's residents. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Cory Holland. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: This might be him. 

Is this Cory Holland. 

>> Yes, can you hear me? 

>> Mayor Taylor: Yes, we can, thank you. 

>> I just want to be brief. 

I spoke the last council meeting, and I was talking about the situation I have in 

Ann Arbor courts and the situation I have been going through. 

And I have been listening here for the past few minutes. 

I hear people quoting numbers, stats and unarmed resistance. 

That sounds really good in theory. 

It doesn't work. 

In my situation, I'm literally in the situation I am, and I was sitting at home laying 

on my couch. 

So if the system doesn't work, it doesn't matter what you put in the system. 

The system itself has to work. 

In order for that system to work, people like color, like the people we have been 

talking about, they have to be given some type of rights. 

Democracy can't work if it only works for a chosen few and other ones are left 

out. 

I want to say thank you for Mr. Hayner for speaking out last time about my 

injustice. 

Instead of repeating what I repeated last time. 

I wanted to point out to you how horrific this story becomes. 

I haven't seen my children in five years for simply one reason, I want justice for 

the people who harmed me. 

That's it. 

You will find no wrongdoing on my part other than that. 

My whole situation started sleeping on the couch in my house, two white women 

who had my children. 



Something happened to the children, and they took one of the children to the 

hospital, lied, to the hospital and told them I did it and then they disappeared. 

Then when they caught by CPS, when CPS caught up with them, they had 

another lie ready for them. 

Why are you running from the town you just came from? 

Oh, that same black guy we blamed for hurting a child, he's the reason why we 

are running because we are afraid of him. 

So they had this lie constantly going on and on and on. 

Where you have a situation where a system -- if all you have to do is find a 

scapegoat, who comes from a marginalized community, and you get of all the 

trouble that you caused then it doesn't matter what numbers you quote. 

It doesn't matter what kind of systems you put in place. 

As long as that racial, lies, threats from a white person of privilege can destroy a 

Person of Color's life that easy and you ain't done absolutely nothing at all, then it 

don't matter what program you have. 

I'm only bringing these problems up right now because I understand the two 

children I have, they are small. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: 30 seconds. 

>> They are 8 and 11. 

I haven't seen them since they were 2 and 5, but I know if I don't stand here and 

fight for this right now, they are going to be facing the same problems that their 

father is facing and I have done absolutely nothing at all wrong. 

You only have to answer two questions. 

You don't get to know me. 

I will be down there soon. 

I'm disabled. 

So I can't do as much. 

You can answer two questions. 

Do you believe in the rule of law? 

And do you believe that racism is wrong? 

Because if you can answer both of those questions and say, yes, then my case is 

simple. 

But it's not that simple when you got to do it to your own community. 

I just ask all the people out here, quoting all ever these -- 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Time. 

>> Please. 

Reality. 

It's more than just stats. 

Thank you, ma'am. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Dan Billich. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Caller with the phone number ending in 782, do you have a 

comment? 

>> Can you all hear me? 

>> Mayor Taylor: Yes, we can. 



>> Hello. 

Hello, mayor and council, fellow citizens, my name is Dan Billich and I live at 

2719 Cranbrook road, which is near but not abutting 2857 Packard, the parcel 

that we are discussing tonight. 

To begin, I want to thank Councilmembers Radina, Grand, and Griswold for 

bringing this resolution forward. 

Last year, we had a proposal for a planned unit development at 2857 Packard 

Road that I publicly opposed. 

Fortunately, that development didn't get built. 

Now we have an alternative. 

The canopy proposed by fry collaborative. 

That would preserve and build upon that land in a manner consistent with the 

ambitious vision Ann Arbor has for itself. 

The canopy proposal is obviously better than the real estate strip mining currently 

enshrined in the consent judgment. 

It's also better than anything from a for-profit developer. 

The current resolution before council is simply a matter of asking our legal and 

planning pros whether it's legally possible for us to do the right thing at 2857 

Packard. 

Of course, we should want to find out whether we have the option to do the right 

thing. 

What is at stake is the ability to control our own destiny. 

I'm pretty sure that the city wants that proposed by thrive collaborative. 

I'm pretty sure they don't want to be bullied into the current consent judgment. 

This resolution before you permits council to ask our city employees whether we 

have the right to be ourselves and determine our own future. 

Time is of the essence. 

Please vote yes on the resolution before you and thank you very much. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Anne Bannister. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Ms. Bannister. 

You can unmute yourself and speak. 

Ms. Bannister, if you press star six, you can unmute yourself. 

>> Good evening, councilmembers, I'm here to speak on DC-2, the resolution 

about 2857 Packard, also known as the weber property and becoming known as 

the canopy. 

I would like to thank also Councilmember Radina and Councilmember Grand and 

Griswold for cosponsoring. 

We have a tremendous opportunity before council this evening to have a second 

chance to reopen the consent judgment on this property and instead of the 51 

townhome subdivision plan under the r1e zoning, we can instead have an 

opportunity to have as many housing units and potentially save the trees and 

provide an environmentally sustainable housing option and also preserve the 

historic Collins house on the property. 

I'm referring to Matt Grocoff and thrive collective plan called the canopy that can 



be a model for future development in the city. 

It provides more housing without impacting the natural systems and the drainage 

systems that have been taking such a beating in this area in recent years from 

other growth pressures. 

The canopy, as I said, has a similar size of 51 to 70 apartments or condos or a 

mix of both. 

It may actually be bigger than -- house more people than the townhome 

subdivision and it would be 55 feet tall and nestled in amongst the tree canopy 

and underneath it. 

It would have similar features to the Veridian plan over at county farm park and 

that it could be all electric, solar powered and net zero and eco-friendly and leave 

over 5 acres of heritage and landmark oak, walnut and hickory trees. 

And best of all, if we are able to make a deal with a thrive collaborative, they will 

pay fair market value of roughly $1 million and bring that to the table for the 

financial -- to financially help the city preserve this land. 

So we would get an estimated $1 million by collaborating with Matt Grocoff and 

thrive collaborative. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: 30 seconds. 

>> So my key points are, please put a date certain on the resolution tonight. 

I suggest May 15 if possible because staff has been studying this for years. 

And also, prepare a letter of intent or purchase agreement for the owner Bob 

weber. 

And look into the sources of funding, including the $5.5 million in the parkland 

acquisition fund. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Matt Grocoff. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Caller with the phone number ending in 877, you can press 

star six to unmute yourself. 

>> Hey there. 

Can y'all hear me okay? 

>> Mayor Taylor: Yes, we can. 

>> Thank you, Mayor Taylor and so my name is Matthew Grocoff. 

I'm one of the partners in the thrive canopy and the living communities project 

and Veridian, in collaboration with Evelyn housing. 

I really again want to give a really special thanks to Councilmember Radina and 

grand and Griswold for your leadership on this -- on this resolution. 

At thrive collaborative, we have a different approach to development. 

We believe in a three-fold approach to development that I would like to see, 

frankly become law. 

We need to make these code. 

Number one is that we need to stop -- and this is not just in Ann Arbor, but 

globally, we need to stop building on greenfield sites. 

Full stop. 

We developed enough of the planet and there's enough places that we need to 



build on -- or that we can build on to increase density and everything else. 

And number two, we need to build the much-needed housing but only on 

previously developed lands. 

And then the third part of that, that we can begin right away as well is to begin 

ecological restoration and life back to the existing built environment that. 

Includes even the alleyways of downtown Ann Arbor. 

Finding every niche, every refugee that we can find to bring life back into our 

human built environment. 

But really importantly to avoid the catastrophic consequences of climate change 

and to create the sustainable development solutions that we need, rather than 

focusing on what is politically possible, we need to focus on what is technically 

necessary. 

So by focusing what we need to do, but what we must do, then we can turn our 

attention to ask the very simple question, how do we collaborate to make it 

possible? 

So I hope that this collaboration as a community on 2857 Packard to turn a case 

study of zero sum -- I love one of the previous callers called it a development 

strip mine. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: 30 seconds. 

>> And we can turn that into a development that's socially just, culturally rich and 

ecological restorative. 

And for those of y'all who want to learn more about the project, go to 

thrive-collaborative.com and you can email me there too, and we're happy to set 

up little Zoom calls to talk and have everyone learn about the project. 

So thank you very, very much. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Our next speaker is Maya Schnau. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Mayor, I don't see this caller on the line. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Ms. Schnau, if you are on the line, please enter star nine now. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Star nine. 

>> Mayor Taylor: We'll pick her up on the flip side if she's available. 

Our next caller is Lisa Brush. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Caller with the phone number ending 483. 

>> Hello, all. 

Every time I come before you to talk, I'm always struck by the enormity of what 

you all do every day. 

So I thank you for that and I want to thank you for the creativity and thinking 

about rethinking public safety and at the moment, I want to put on my snow 

bunny hat and share with you the transformative nature of work that I have been 

doing for the last seven years with the snow buddy project. 

In thinking about sidewalks as pedestrian transportation corridors that should be 

maintained in their entirety, and it's been a phenomenal journey. 

So I have heard there's been -- so we put out the report and you all have the 

hard copy roadmap and the electronic roadmap in your boxes, and we have 

spent a lot of time thinking about this issue and how we might be able to deliver a 



city-wide solution. 

And we have been inside the box. 

We have been outside the box, we have been to Vermont. 

We have been to other cities throughout the -- throughout the state of Michigan. 

We have thought about just putting it all on you all and saying, hey, city, this is 

something that we should do. 

But instead we realized that there are so many things that you are dealing with, 

rethinking the entire public safety system would be one to spend your time on 

and instead, we decided that we would take this group of professionals that 

Curtis also called hey, it's just a group of volunteers, but know that this group of 

professionals that have been involved with know buddies have decades and 

decades of experience inside the city and outside the city and helping to deliver 

solutions to you all to make your job easier. 

So I just want to say that we're here for you all and want to be able to help push 

on the system where we can and where we can't. 

I also want to describe the transformational nature of having city sidewalks 

maintained in their entirety. 

So we have been working with the commission on disability issues and the 

centers for independent living and one the things that they have said is it's been 

phenomenal to have the voice of the community with disability issues just 

represented. 

Like, they didn't have to fight to have it represented. 

It was just there because we know that without their city sidewalks maintained in 

their entirety, they are stuck inside their home. 

So, again, you all started off public comment and I guess I got to believe that I'm 

coming close to the end of the public comment, but it started out about voice, 

right? 

>> Clerk Beaudry: 30 seconds. 

>> And representing everybody in this. 

And so we want to say that when we maintain our city sidewalks in their entirety 

and we can do it, we have some solutions. 

We are here to help and we want to provide with you solutions. 

We have funding models, governance models, delivery models that don't put this 

on your shoulders and yet we are here to just be there with you along the way, 

and help provide a solution that we think can deliver something transformational 

to our city. 

So thank you all. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Is Ms. Schnau with us? 

Press star nine if you wish to speak. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: I do not see caller nine on the phone or on the call. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

We will move on to our next speaker, our first alternate, James D'Amour. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Mr. D'Amour, caller 411? 

>> Council and Jesse, can you hear me? 



>> Mayor Taylor: Yes, we can. 

>> Oh, very good. 

Good evening Mayor Taylor, members of council, for the second time this winter, 

I felt moved to speak before you with respect to a matter near my house. 

This case, this is 2857 Packard. 

I have spoken before -- to you before in the capacity as a representative of the 

Sierra Club and as an individual opposed to the Peter building project that was 

rejected by the planning commission and council by negative impacts but it was 

forced to ab proved by the city. 

Well, Jim heist, he may have the historic trees removed under the C.J. and they 

had concerns over water issues and basements were just set aside with this. 

But, for whatever reason, this developer has chosen not to build on this site. 

But the landowner does have an existing legal site plan that could be transferred 

to any developer who wishes to build according to this terrible site plan, but for 

once, it's my pleasure to come before you to actually support potential 

opportunity for development. 

Tonight, council agenda item DC-2 gives the city a chance to reopen the CJ and 

in doing so provides an opportunity to save the trees and potentially provide 

environmentally sustainable housing on this site, while also potentially preserving 

historic property on the site as well, as previous speakers indicated. 

I too want to thank Councilmember Radina for sponsoring this and working with 

the city attorney's office to explore making opportunities for this to happen and 

grand and Griswold for cosponsoring this. 

I want to comment Anne Bannister for her work and her previous role. 

Matt Grocoff thrive collaborative has provided a fantastic concept design that 

frankly I believe can be a model for future development in this city, providing 

more housing in the city without impacting the natural systems that quite frankly 

have taken a beating in recent years with growth pressures upon the city and 

that's the reason why I appeared before you to oppose these projects because of 

the impact on the environment. 

As I mentioned previously to you the city's urban forestry project has a goal and 

budget to increase tree budget as part of A2Zero sustainability. 

Once again, we further the goals of preserving mature trees. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: 30 seconds. 

>> Under a plan like Thrive's, these trees can be protected, except the same the 

ugly design. 

My one suggestion is to have staff come back with a reasonable date certain to 

move forward with positive alternatives for this property. 

Let's seize the day, folks and make our community a beautiful and sustainable 

place. 

We can make this happen. 

I urge you to support DC-2 tonight. 

Once again thank you, Councilmember Radina and grand and Griswold for 

sponsoring and cosponsoring this resolution. 

And folks thank you for considering my remarks. 



>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Communications today from council? 

Councilmember Nelson? 

>> Councilmember Nelson:  Thank you. 

I just wanted to announce that there's a project in Churchill downs that's actually 

on this agenda tonight and there's a Zoom meeting on March 4th for residents to 

get more information about it. 

This is about the stormwater basin project and postcards were sent to nearby 

neighbors. 

But if you are interested to getting that Zoom link, I can send it to you. 

Today March 1st was the effective date for the S.T.R. ordinance that council 

passed in September and this would have been the effective date. 

The city has sent out thousands of mailings to property owners to identify 

themselves and find out how many housing units would be lost to long-term 

residents if we were to craft exceptions for those that are in violation of the 

ordinance as passed in September. 

The planning commission will be talking about it tomorrow night for anyone who 

is interested in that particular issue. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi? 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you, Mayor Taylor. 

I would like to let the community and body know that I have been working with 

Tom Crawford and others with the street closures that took place last year. 

We have met a couple of times this year and I'm hopeful that staff will be bringing 

forward a resolution at our next meeting, outlining street closures for this 

summer. 

It will probably have a bit of a smaller footprint. 

It seems to be the case that the need is not necessarily there or the 

representation for that matter. 

And the need is not necessarily that great in Kerrytown. 

So I imagine this might be a smaller footprint, but hopefully just as successful, if 

not more to promote social distancing and allow our small businesses to thrive 

once again here hopefully in the summer. 

That would go into effect on April 1st. 

The closures would begin as early as 5:00 or so on Thursday and reopen 6 a.m. 

on Monday, but it's all to the discretion of the associations and err merchants 

them -- merchants themselves who have to put up the barricades and take them 

down. 

I want to remind the residents in the fifth ward of the groundwater testing 

program the city employed last year, but I don't think many people took 

advantage of it because it requires a natural flooding event for people to call into 

the water department. 

Brian Steglitz and others at the watt department will send representatives from 

tetra tech to gather samples to be tested for dioxane that may be coming in 

through the groundwater. 



This is the time of year that that would be occurring. 

So if there's some groundwater coming into the 85 homes that have been 

identified, please do reach out to get that done because that can only be done in 

the springtime, typically. 

Lastly, I would like to thank everyone who called in today about reimagining 

public safety and advocating for funds from -- any funds that are saved from the 

police budget to mental health services. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Griswold. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  Last week the environmental commission honored 

Dan Becknell for his work on the remediation of 1, 4, dioxane and many may 

remember that Dan actually discovered dioxane as a u of m student. 

The resolution recommended that it be forwarded to city council as a resolution 

and it will be on the agenda for our March 15th pleating. 

I previously mentioned C.A.R.D., the Coalition on Action for Remediation of 

Dioxane, their meeting will be tomorrow at 10 a.m. via Zoom. 

If anyone would like the link, please email me and I will share it. 

Congresswoman Debbie Dingle will be joining C.A.R.D. tomorrow at 10:30 a.m. 

to speak. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Council member song. 

>> Councilmember Song: For folks who love board meetings, the A.A.D.L. is 

having the board of trustees meeting from 7 to 8:30 and public comments are 

welcomed. 

We have to have a puppet to do it. 

They do use Robert's rules. 

Councilmember Griswold and I are working on a coffee hour to address some 

concerns here in ward 2 on a new development that might be coming among 

Earhart road. 

So we're coordinating that and we'll announce that hopefully by the end of this 

week. 

And then lastly, there's been anti-Asian sentiment and violence around the 

country. 

There was an incident in ward two over the weekend. 

I wanted to remind folks that if you feel threatened or in danger, this is -- it's a 

good time to call the police. 

You can also lodge a complaint with our human rights commission, and the 

Michigan department of civil rights. 

I will send the links to everyone on council here, but every councilmember should 

be able to direct folks to the resources needed to make sure that folks are -- feel 

safe in our community and welcomed in our community and remind folks that 

hate has no home here. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Radina. 

>> Councilmember Radina: Thank you, Mayor Taylor. 



I want to turn my focus of an upcoming opportunity that Councilmember Grand 

announced at our last meeting. 

She and I are partnering together on another coffee hour for ward three residents 

and that's coming up this Sunday, March 7th at 4 p.m., and so you can RSVP on 

our Facebook event or if you send us an email, we are happy to include the link, 

back to you that way to participate. 

Thanks. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Hayner? 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Thanks Mayor Taylor. 

One add on, the CARD meeting is at 10 a.m. 

It's the DEQ update. 

It's an early meeting. 

And secondly, I would like to share with folks that we had a meeting up here -- it 

was a ward meeting but there were folks from all over the city involved with our 

police chief and sergeant mills about their community policing efforts which they 

now actually -- they don't call it community policing anymore and they call it 

community partnership and outreach team that they formed. 

Of the topics that are public hearing commented on were discussed hat that 

meeting and our chief and the command staff seemed very amenable to these 

projects. 

It's -- these are good ideas that are happening elsewhere in the -- in the states 

here, and so I'm looking forward -- I was really pleased with what they had to say 

at this meeting and how -- how willing they are to reach out to the community and 

find better ways to do policing, better ways to provide public safety generally. 

I'm excited about the opportunities we have to make these changes and 

obviously, I won't speak for the chief or the deputy chief or anybody else over 

there, but they did see very amenable to these kinds of programs and I was 

excited to hear that. 

So I think we are going to have some good action on these issues in the future. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Disch. 

>> Councilmember Disch: Good evening. 

I just wanted to also speak as Councilmember Griswold did to the actions of the 

environmental commission. 

And I wanted to let everybody know that there's a lot of activity going on on the 

environmental commission. 

A lot of subgroups, doing real work and a real focus of this group is to implement 

our solid waste management plan in ways that are consistent with and forward 

and accelerate progress towards our A2Zero goals. 

And so keep your eyes open, because John Burski is developing a resolution 

which will come to council from the environmental commission that requests the 

city to evaluate the feasibility of biweekly trash pickup which will be coupled with 

intensifying to encourage recycling and composting and would be mindful of the 

impacts on labor. 

Just to let you know that that's coming. 

Thanks. 



>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Briggs. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: Thank you. 

I wanted to provide a brief update on a great presentation that we got at 

transportation commission last month from Kayla Coleman, the community 

engagement specialist. 

She was presenting on community equitable community engagement. 

I will send that PowerPoint presentation around to all of council but wanted to 

draw other's attention to it as well, since we had been speaking about that issue. 

And it does some really great work in the system's planning unit, documenting 

where -- documenting the community engagement and documenting where we 

are seeing underrepresentation in -- in folks speaking and it's pretty well 

documented that we have -- we need to boost our participation from nonwhite, 

from younger, from less affluent and those who are edge renting in our 

community. 

 -- those who are renting in our community. 

And that paves the way for us on that. 

I wanted to bring up an email, regarding drag racing around skyline high school. 

I just wanted no provide an up -- to provide an update that Ann Arbor public 

schools is on top of this, and has been working with the Ann Arbor police 

department to make sure that that issue is addressed proactively next weekend, 

that that is considered a trespassing issue and hopefully be addressed 

adequately because it's very disruptive to the neighborhood out there. 

And then finally to thank everybody who came to coffee hour yesterday. 

I held them at 4 p.m. the Sundays before our council meetings. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Grand. 

>> Councilmember Grand: Thank you. 

I appreciate Councilmember Radina talking about our coffee hour this Sunday, 

looking forward to that. 

Also we had a really great P.A.C. meeting for parks last month, and there was all 

sorts of news about programs that are going to be reopening this summer after a 

hiatus last summer which includes not all but many of our summer camps which 

will open for registration on March 15th. 

10% of at least -- at least 10% of the spots in summer camp will be involved for 

scholarship recipients so that we understand that this can happen very quickly 

and we want everyone to participate in camps. 

So both camp information, pool information, all three of our pools are going to be 

opened, outdoor pools for different programming this summer. 

Really impressed by the park staff to keep everyone safe but also have 

opportunities to take advantage of our incredible park system and just really 

responsive and creative work. 

So thank you to park staff. 

Check out that on their website and scholarship information as well as camp 

information is available on the website. 

Thank you so much. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further communication from council. 



I would like to request the confirmations at the February 16, 2021 regular 

session. 

It would Elizabeth Dean Fund, Lynn Nybell. 

And the Human Services Jason Talley and Skylar Woodman. 

And the recreational advisory Laurence O'Connell.   

Is there a motion, please? 

Moved by Councilmember Radina and seconded by Councilmember Eyer. 

Discussion, please? 

All in favor? 

[Chorus of ayes] 

Opposed? 

It's approved. 

I would like to recommend the following nominations for your consideration to the 

commission on disability, Kinsey Button, and to the Huron River watershed 

Janise Bobrin. 

I would like to thank Representative Dingle, to meet with the Gelman intervenors 

and the attorney general's office and the EPA. 

It's important that we understand what is going on and we act in concert with one 

another. 

I thank our dogged congressional representative for her efforts in this regard. 

Finally, touching a little bit upon the issue that was raised by a number of our 

speakers. 

I had for some time now been discussed unarmed response with chief Cox and 

Mr. Crawford, I want to touch about some of the obstacles that we have in the 

development and the unarmed response program, a program that I believe to be 

critical. 

But in order to make it successful, I think we need to understand and move 

forward with our eyes opened because successful policy requires vision and flow 

charts. 

As I understand it presently, primary among the challenge is the municipality has 

expertise in mental health.   

That resides in community mental health. 

Also and, you know, very substantial importance, we also lack control over our 

911 dispatch system. 

That is under the supervision of the sheriff. 

In other words if we are going to re-invent -- unless we are going to re-invent the 

wheel, in he will stand up meaningful, unarmed response in the city of Ann Arbor 

as I want to do and I believe members the community and this body do, we will 

need to cooperate and participate with C.M.H. and the sheriff. 

And for my part, I'm committed to doing that to make sure that that cooperation 

and the participation becomes a reality. 

Towards that end, you know, I have asked staff to put together a resolution of 

construction for council's consideration to provide some direction and structure 

request regard to development of this kind of program, a program of unarmed 

response. 



I don't know exactly when that will come before us, which it's the next meeting or 

the next, but it is budget season and I guess we'll hear it soon. 

It's an important issue. 

We have before the us the consent agenda. 

Moved by Disch and seconded by Griswold. 

Discussion of the consent agenda. 

Representative Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  CA-7 comes out of the liquor review board and the 

conversation around that was pretty interesting. 

The whole meeting was pretty interesting this time and there's some other things 

further on the agenda that you will see about that. 

It's nice that we have a gentleman who is repurposing and planning to repurpose 

a downtown space that's sort of beloved space, the old peaceable kingdom 

building to be a sort of more of a public meeting space around some people's 

favorite things, vinyl records and a bar. 

And so it's just a neat idea I was glad to see new businesses coming forward to 

fill public spaces. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion of the consent agenda. 

All approved? 

, opposed? 

It satisfies the eight vote requirement with respect to CA-5. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Mayor just a note that CA-3 was deleted. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you, thank you, Ms. Beaudry. 

We now come to public hearing. 

Public hearings are opportunities for members of the public to speak to council 

and the community about a specific item on the agenda. 

That is to say the specific subject matter of the public hearing. 

Speakers do not need to have signed up in advance to speak at a public hearing, 

but your speech must relate to the subject matter of the public hearing. 

That is to say, the specific item on the agenda. 

To speak at a public hearing, please enter the number on your screen, 

877-853-5247. 

Once you do that, enter meeting I.D. 94212732148. 

Once you have entered those numbers, please enter star nine. 

Star nine to indicate that you wish to speak. 

Our clerk will identify you with the last digits of the telephone number when it's 

your turn to speak. 

Speakers will have three minutes. 

Our clerk will notify you when your time is expired. 

When your time is expired please conclude your remarks and cede the floor. 

Public hearing number one, resolution establishing the fee to cover the cost of 

annual investigation and review of on-premise liquor licenses for 2021. 

Is there anyone who would like to speak at this public hearing? 

Are. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: I don't see any callers with their hands up for this hearing, 



mayor. 

>> Mayor Taylor: We will wait for the delay a little bit. 

Seeing no one this public hearing is closed. 

We have the special session minutes of February 3 and regular session meeting 

minutes of February 16, 2021. 

Do I have a motion to approve these minutes, moved by Griswold and seconded 

by Disch. 

All in favor? 

Opposed? 

The minutes are approved. 

C-1, an ordinance to amend Chapter 55, unified development code, rezone from 

6.58 acres from R4A, multifamily dwelling district to PL public land district, 

Oakwoods nature area addition, 3382 Green Road. 

Moved by Hayner and seconded by grand. 

Discussion of c-1. 

All in favor. 

[Chorus of ayes] 

Opposed? 

It's approved. 

C-2:00 an ordinance to amend Chapter 55 unified development code rezoning 

8.48 acres from R1A, single family dwelling district to pl public land district, 

Ruthven nature area addition, 3301 Geddes road. 

Moved by and seconded by eyer. 

Discussion of C-2. 

All in favor? 

[Chorus of ayes] 

Opposed? 

It is approved. 

C-3, an ordinance to amend Chapter 55 zoning of 1.55 acres from TWP township 

district to R1A Single-Family Dwelling District, 2511 Newport Road.    

Moved by Disch and seconded by Councilmember Hayner. 

Discussion, please, of C-3, Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  I just want to take this opportunity to mention that I 

have asked our city attorney and some other folks, the city staff to take a look at 

the notion of every time the city brings a parcel in either through annexation or a 

change like this, that we review the deed nor any unseemly or racist deed 

restrictions or covenants. 

Think it's an opportunity to exercise the responsibility to get those things off the 

books and clear the books and I talked to some folks at the county about it too 

and I think it's something that we are going to -- I want to bring forward this year. 

I want to bring a process forward that any time a city property comes from 

township into the city, that it becomes under our auspices and our borders that 

we take this opportunity to look for those. 

Apparently, they are out there on the books. 

They still exist and it's a terrible thing. 



It's sort of a remnant of our past that needs to be in my opinion erased. 

I want to throw this out there. 

It's not Al straight up annexation, it's similar. 

These opportunities exist for us to act as a city and I look in order to bringing that 

forward soon. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion? 

All in favor? 

Opposed? 

It's approved. 

C-4, an ordinance to amend Section 1:271 (4) of Chapter 12, financing local 

public improvements of Title I of the code of the city of Ann Arbor. 

Moved by Councilmember Disch. 

Seconded by Ramlawi. 

Discussion, please of c-4? 

All in favor? 

[Chorus of ayes] 

Opposed? 

It's approved. 

C-5, an ordinance to add Chapter 122 fair chance access to housing to the 

Title IX of the code of the city of Ann Arbor. 

Moved by Councilmember Nelson and seconded by Councilmember Radina. 

Discussion of C-5? 

Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Thanks, I would like to thank you, Mr. Mayor. 

I would like to thank the folks for bringing this forward. 

I would like to be added as a cosponsor of this. 

I think this is yet another way in which we can take a look at helping folks in our 

community and opening up housing, opening up access to housing. 

It's appropriate that we do this. 

I know councilwoman Nelson and I have spoken about some other issues around 

this matter, with the rental lease durations and so on and so I look forward to that 

coming forward too and I just think sometimes these seem like little -- wrote little 

things but it will add up to access for people. 

This is an important one, so thank you for the folks bringing this forward. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Nelson? 

>> Councilmember Nelson:  Thank you. 

This issue was taken off to my attention and I had to pass it off to the human 

rights commission. 

My first meeting they were discussing this issue and I was so excited to hear -- 

just hear how seriously it was being considered and how it was moving forward 

with discussion around what other communities were doing this is just a really, 

really excellent thing and I'm glad to see that Councilmember Grand raised her 

hand as she was on HRC and watched it go forward. 

I caught it in the middle and then Councilmember Radina caught it at the end. 



But this is going to be an important and meaningful change. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Radina. 

>> Councilmember Radina: Thank you. 

Yeah, and I also want to thank Councilmember Grand and Councilmember 

Nelson for their work on this prior to my joining HRC, but I also want to thank the 

human rights commissioners and the attorney for their work on this. 

I think this is incredibly important for us to do as a community to eliminate this 

kind of discrimination that exists against formerly incarcerated individuals, which 

we know with -- particularly with the racial inequities that exist in our criminal 

justice system, this has a disproportionate impact on black residents and on 

other People of Color, but we also know that formerly incarcerated individuals are 

also disproportionately homeless as well. 

This is an important step towards providing additional housing support and 

access for individuals who have really been facing a form of discrimination that I 

think for too long has kind of floated under the radar. 

So thanks, everybody, for their work on this, and I'm just glad that I was able to 

add my name as a cosponsor. 

So thanks. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Grand. 

>> Councilmember Grand: Thank you. 

I would like to have my name added as a cosponsor. 

I was thrilled to be part of this conversation on human rights commission. 

I see that we have not only Attorney Radabaugh who was instrumental in getting 

this forward and commissioners Winkler and Cowan so if anyone has questions,  

I'm sure they can answer them. 

I want to recognize Aaron Sitiyama who was really the force to bringing this to 

HRC, and his advocacy as -- as an advocate, as a formerly incarcerated person 

who was able to really speak from his own lived experience about why this is so 

critical and his own struggles despite being what we think of as someone who 

has used their experiences to help others who have come after them. 

But really struggle to find housing. 

I remember being excited in the early conversations and appreciated that I got to 

be excited about those conversations and our commissioners have helped to 

bring it to us this evening. 

So thanks. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Eyer. 

>> Councilmember Eyer: Thank you. 

I think there's still room. 

I would like to be added as a cosponsor. 

This was one of the objectives that was something that I worked on with ACLU of 

Michigan back in 2016, eliminating the use of criminal history in selecting 

tenants. 

And so it's -- you know, it's meaningful to me to be able to vote for this now, and I 

just appreciate the folks who worked on it and would have brought it forward. 



It's the -- and who have brought it forward. 

It's the right thing to do. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you, mayor. 

And thanks to the folks on the human rights commission for their work on this. 

I know they were working on this for a long time. 

They were working on it when I was on the commission, and that was quite some 

time ago. 

And so it's been a while. 

I have a question. 

This is part of a greater movement that we are seeing, criminal reports being 

expunged, first-time offenders, act being taken at the state level, hopefully at the 

federal level that will, you know, make matters even better. 

That's one issue that both the sides of the political spectrum can agree on. 

And so -- but the questions came up last night during caucus about prosecution 

of these, and if someone from the attorney's office or staff can briefly explain to 

us how members of our community can go about reporting this and just kind of 

an executive summary way, if possible. 

I know the ordinance is here with us the attachments but while we have the 

opportunity and the time, thanks. 

>> I can take that question. 

So the initial complaint would go to the human rights commission. 

And they would do an investigation like they do with anything that arises under 

the nondiscrimination ordinance. 

So the process would be very similar. 

They try to work it out amongst the parties to come to a mutually agreeable 

solution. 

If they can't, it's referred to the city attorney's office and then we can prosecute 

the matter under the ordinance like we would with any other ordinance. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  And I would imagine you have done your 

homework, but there's no federal or state laws that would preclude us from 

enforcing this? 

>> That's correct. 

The one issue was public housing authorities. 

So they have federal laws that require them to run criminal background checks in 

certain circumstances. 

So we exempted the Ann Arbor housing commission and any other public 

housing authority. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thanks for that clarification. 

Appreciate it. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Disch? 

>> Councilmember Disch: Yes, I would like to add my voice to the chorus of 

thanks for this work. 

I know these things -- they take a lot of -- much more effort than they think they 

should. 



I'm really grateful for that, and this is another -- this is a great follow-up to, which 

made it illegal to require a job applicant for disclosing that they committed a 

felony on their job application. 

I'm happy to see that we keep this moving and if this is any room, I would love to 

be added as a cosponsor and if there isn't, I'm so happy that we are unified 

behind this. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Thank you for this opportunity. 

I wonder if Ms. Radabaugh, they may be required to run a background check. 

I don't want to make the assumption, but I would hope to assume that outside of 

very specific required circumstances that they make no consideration of the 

results of that check, right? 

It's very open in serving the most needed. 

Is that accurate? 

>> Yes. 

Sorry. 

Yes, so Jennifer Hall actually, she came to speak to the human rights 

commission, and she worked with us on this ordinance. 

So she's very supportive of it and yes, exactly as you described it. 

The Ann Arbor housing commission, you know, they are not trying to exclude 

people from housing. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  I appreciate you setting that out there, they might 

wonder why they were exempted, but I can't imagine that they would ever, ever 

use that as a reason. 

So thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion? 

I would like to have my name added. 

Formerly incarcerated people face discrimination on so many levels and 

important that we provide some protections here in Ann Arbor and I'm happy it's 

moving forward. 

So thank you. 

Further discussion? 

All in favor? 

[Chorus of ayes] 

Opposed? 

It is approved. 

Thank you, everybody. 

See you next week. 

DC-1, Resolution to Waive Attorney-Client Privilege on Advice Regarding Council 

Rules.  

Moved by Councilmember Nelson, and seconded by Ramlawi. 

Councilmember Nelson? 

>> Councilmember Nelson:  On January 19th, I asked our legal department to 

prepare a memo specifically for the purpose of release to the public on this topic. 

This request made several people saying I was pro censorship. 



February 1st, council passed amended council rules, and after we did that, after 

an Mlive article was published, an ACLU lawyer contacted me with concerns that 

the new rules we passed were problematic. 

Council received an additional legal memo from our attorneys on February 8th. 

February 16th we reconsidered the rules and asked that they be delayed for the 

ACLU weighed in. 

Tonight I'm asking that privilege be waived on two legal memos written on 

January 30th and February 8th. 

They were written after the legal department was already alerted to the fact that 

this topic was of interest and value to the public. 

It's not the subject of litigation. 

Waivering privilege does not put us in any legal peril. 

It's not part of any pattern or trend to recklessly or haphazard to waive legal 

privilege. 

There was very helpful and relevant advice before we amended the council rules. 

I expect that to be backed up by the ACLU. 

We will get an opinion from the ACLU. 

We did not solicit their opinion, but they are meeting to discuss this issue and 

offer an opinion. 

They do not need the memos to offer an opinion, but I included the ACLU in this 

resolution, because they were interested in these memos. 

Thank you. 

That's it. 

>> Mayor Taylor: The sponsor. 

Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you for explaining the timeline. 

I will probably reiterate a few and repeat it, but obviously, we adopted new rules 

governing council's actions we got to the last section and the speech of 

councilmembers, outside of board members. 

That is the part that raised concern for me, as someone who is sworn to defend 

the constitution of the United States, of the state of Michigan and our city charter 

for that matter. 

And I feel that this is in direct conflict of upholding my oath to defend those. 

I believe the rules that were adopted have a chilling effect on the dissenting 

political minority and their rights to freedom of expression. 

After adopting these rules -- after the body adopted these rules, I was 

approached by the ACLU who had the same concerns as the rules to how they 

apply to councilmembers outside of official government business. 

So we're asking for this to be waived. 

This issue is not as such as Gelman we are in a long litigious matter, or real 

estate, or employment. 

It's something that was done well by our legal department and ACLU doesn't 

necessarily need them, but we are asking because we feel that these documents 

also pertain to us as individual members, even though our legal staff defends the 

body, but it also defends individual councilmembers. 



Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Grand. 

>> Councilmember Grand: I'm unable to support DC-1 was it stands. 

I would like to offer an amendment that would replace DC-1 with the following 

language. 

And it was already sent to all of council earlier today. 

It was actually -- it's not my language, it's to allow the city attorney to direct public 

comment and the council is considering possible changing to the rules relating to 

public commentary, resolve that the city attorney provide a public memo on the 

general issues -- oh, gosh. 

With respect to public commentary and the open meetings act and that's 

amazing. 

It doesn't want me to read it. 

It literally just disappeared off my screen. 

So I apologize. 

And I'm hoping someone can help me because my computer blanked as I was 

reading it. 

Ms. Beaudry sent it around. 

>> Mayor Taylor: If I can, because you sent it around that second resolve clause 

reads, resolve that the city attorney provide a public memo on the general issue 

of council speech inside and outside of council meetings, with respect to the 

O.M.A. and the councilmember. 

Does that sound right? 

>> Councilmember Grand: It sure does. 

Now I can see it in front of me again. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Is there a second to that amendment? 

Seconded by Councilmember Briggs. 

Councilmember, you still have the floor. 

>> Councilmember Grand: I expressed my concerns in the past about why I don't 

think it's generally good practice for us to be releasing memos that are intended 

for council, and I also I believe that this process was under in discussion at this 

table. 

If the ACLU wants to take this on, they don't need our attorney's memos to do so. 

So that's great. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  On the amendment. 

Yeah. 

I'm going to pass. 

I was willing to speak on the first one. 

I don't have any comment about this. 

I thought that the amendments -- I thought that the information received from our 

attorney was well-written and informative to read. 

I think it's important for the city to see the work that our attorney's office did to put 

this information together for us. 

I'm happy to see them -- I'm happy to let the public have a look at it. 



I'm trying to compare what the difference is between these two. 

So I will let somebody else speak. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you, Mayor Taylor. 

I saw this come to us a few hours ago. 

I appreciate staff's preparing it. 

My concern is that it does not reference council rules. 

This references OMA, but, not the recent council rules. 

If there's a friendly amendment to include that, then it would address a big 

concern of line. 

>> City Atty. Postema: It would include that. 

As part of council commentary. 

But, yes. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Outside of in public venues, that portion of those 

new rules? 

>> City Atty. Postema: Inside and outside, councilmember. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Yes. 

And I imagine most of this work has already been done. 

I mean we have received another updated version of advice. 

I would imagine this work is already done. 

It might need a little redaction but not much. 

>> City Atty. Postema: The updated public commentary you had, it was actually 

just to simplify some things for the council. 

So that's done. 

And can be transformed into this. 

Probably without much work. 

The other document you are getting a major document on all of the issues 

relating to council rules, and that, as I told you before, should be done by this 

Friday or latest next Monday. 

And that will be, again, two major pieces of work and this resolution after you 

have -- after you finished that, I'm not going to do the public one until you get 

both of those and then both of the public ones would come out through this 

resolution, yes. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you for being here to answer that. 

I don't really have much to object. 

Because as was stated the ACLU doesn't need these memos to do what they are 

going to do. 

So it -- it -- either way, it would be nice just to show that the scholarship that our 

city attorney's office has without, you know -- they already gave us good advice. 

It would be good to share that advice and allow the public to see the advice that 

we are given when we make decisions. 

But this will suffice. 

>> City Atty. Postema: As the council knows, the committee will look at 

numerous rules relating to the public and additional council things. 

So that's really in their hands and ultimately the council and this will sort of fit into 



with the whole framework. 

So I'm happy to do this. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Briggs? 

>> Councilmember Briggs: Thanks. 

I'm glad to see this amendment. 

I think this is a great solution for getting information out that folks would like to 

see. 

I would subject that as other said, it's good work. 

As we sing the praises of our city attorney. 

And our city attorney said twice in 2020, we does not advise that we release 

confidential legal memos and this is the process that we have been 

recommended to follow, which is creating memos for the public when we want to 

release information. 

So following our city attorney's office advice, I think that is a great path forward. 

>> City Atty. Postema: I might also mention this is the -- what we did with the 

council ethics back in 2014. 

We have done it on a number of other things. 

I think it will be, perhaps, satisfactory to everybody, and while the information 

certainly might -- might generate debate or, you know, otherwise, it would also 

help you and the public understand the type of rules and the issues out there with 

the laws that are not always easy to follow, but I think it will be useful. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Just a response to the issues of prior requests that 

council have asked of waiving privilege, I voted no on those prior requests, at 

least the one that had ten years of requests under it. 

I understand the client and the attorney's office. 

The attorney's office defends and represents each individual member of council, 

as well as the body. 

And then this case, why I was asking for this memo was for this to be used in 

defending individual members rights of this body. 

There's more than just the relationship between the body and the attorney's 

office, there's the relationship between individual councilmembers and the 

attorney's office as well. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion of the amendment? 

Councilmember Hayner? 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Thank you, Mr. Mayor Councilmember Nelson, or 

Councilmember Grand. 

Does this satisfy the desires to have this information, such as it is released? 

I mean, I -- I was perfectly willing to release what we have already received 

instead of asking for a rewrite from our already burdened legal department, and 

so I -- you know, I don't want to be a nay sayer on these amendments -- but I 

wonder if the original sponsor would like to comment. 

>> Councilmember Grand: Right it is the legal counsel to follow through. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember. 

We have Councilmember Nelson in the queue. 



>> Councilmember Nelson:  Actually, to speak somewhat to Councilmember 

Hayner's point this doesn't actually address the original intent of the resolution, 

but I'm very pleased to have the same discussion now without dark clouds of 

being pro censorship. 

I would like to be a cosponsorship. 

>> City Atty. Postema: I don't want any dark clouds anywhere. 

As far as the timing, I anticipate that I could attach certainly the public 

commentary on the memo on public commentary will be approach today to the 

next council meeting and the memo on the council at that time also. 

I don't anticipate an issue with getting both of them on. 

They will certainly have the one on and if -- if it's later after that meeting, I will 

public size it in some other way. 

So if you give me some flexibility. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Do I infer that the amendment is friendly to the body? 

Thank you. 

The amendment is adopted. 

Further discussion of the main motion as amended. 

Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  I appreciate the amendment. 

I appreciate the work that the city attorney's office is putting into this. 

I will continue to have issues with the ability to speak freely and inside public 

venues. 

Again, I believe these new rules, part of them have issues with view point 

discrimination and I believe it -- it has a chilling effect on the political minority and 

the dissenting opinion. 

And the next steps would then to be to challenge these new rules once that 

opportunity presents itself. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion? 

I look forward to the receipt of the attorney's office public menus. 

It's the order of things that we have been long contemplating and I'm glad it's 

moving forward. 

No one from ACLU has communicated with me with respect to the rules. 

If it comes to pass that we as a body want to change the rules in response to 

external feedback or internal feedback, well, you know, that's something that we 

are well within our rights to do and I -- we are putting something together that's 

iterative here. 

I don't think anyone will go to the wall on this up with. 

Further discussion of the main motion as amended? 

All in favor? 

Opposed? 

It is approved. 

DC-2, Resolution Requesting an Evaluation of the Feasibility of a Revised 

Development for 2857 Packard Road. 

Moved by Councilmember Radina and seconded by Councilmember Grand. 

Discussion, please of DC-2. 



Councilmember Radina. 

>> Councilmember Radina: Thank you, Mr. mayor and I wanted to briefly thank 

staff, Derek Delacourt, and Kevin McDonald and Stephen Postema for their work 

on this. 

Ultimately, I think most of you know the history of 2857 Packard. 

We're currently under a consent judgment in the site plan there. 

In order for another alternative development to be considered, it would require 

the consent judgment to be reopened but it would require our staff to go through 

the normal process of working with property owner and developer to ultimately 

consider for the future of this project. 

It's meant to broadly empower staff to have those conversations. 

As I understand it, the previous developer is no longer in -- in the process of 

plans to develop this site, and so the property owner is interested in working with 

others to potentially develop it. 

And so this resolution would move us towards that. 

I would like to clarify that there's currently not a proposal before council or the city 

specifically for us to approve. 

This would just begin that process. 

And so -- so do want to be clear about that, that while there is, I think, absolutely 

a proposal that is being talked about in the community, that proposal has not 

formally been brought to the city at this time. 

Thanks. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Hayner? 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Well thanks, Mr. Mayor. 

My only consideration around this resolution, I wonder if we should add a date 

certain, for Mr. Crawford or the legal staff would like to opine on what a date 

might be to put some of this to go, I think it would be nice to put a date in here. 

I think it's important for real estate transactions to have dates on them. 

You know, I fully support the notion of this. 

I think any opportunity to meet our community goals is an important time. 

I had the pleasure of touring this site. 

They had a V.R. site going. 

Could walk around and see the building in the open space and the relationship 

and the opportunity for parks pathing and so on. 

It's an interesting idea, and so would anybody -- would we be interested in putting 

a date for that to come back? 

I don't want to push anybody on this? 

With real estate, I think it's important to let folks know that we are seriously 

considering this. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Mr. Crawford, perhaps you can provide some comfort as to 

your -- 

>> City Admin. Crawford: Yes, mayor, I was going to -- Mr. Delacourt is actually 

the one that's our lead on this and I would ask that he comment on that and 

perhaps Mr. Postema. 

>> I would be glad to comment. 



I mean, obviously we as staff woe don't have a problem with a deadline. 

We can give council an update as soon as they feel it's relevant. 

I'm not sure if there's anything that staff will be comfortable to recommend as a 

framework to move forward. 

So we will certainly -- I believe the property owner and the group that at least is 

interested in right now is, of course, in -- I wouldn't say a rush, but time is always 

an issue. 

We can come back whenever council wants but we may not have something that 

staff is comfortable to recommend at that point. 

Certainly an update at any point, that's fine with us. 

We can give you an update on our progress and where we stand and if there's 

any major sticking points at that point that council may want to opine. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  I'm happy to let it be then. 

I support this notion that we are asking for some device to potentially move 

forward. 

I was happily supported councilwoman Bannister and her efforts to try to save 

some of this parcel and I would encourage our planning commission to 

reconsider -- or evaluate the types of planning that took a site like this and didn't 

allow for an interesting opportunity like is now with the thrive concept. 

I think we had some r1e on there, which is not really carrying its weight as far as 

I'm concerned. 

There are a lot of things we can look at but to get to the point where we have an 

opportunity to do sort of a project -- 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilman. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  That we address to other people and other 

communities is important. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Grand? 

>> Councilmember Grand: Thank you. 

I was not supportive to spend almost all of the park advisory's acquisition funds 

on one piece of property in a prior iteration of this, but this is a different kind of 

opportunity. 

I just want to thank all of the neighbors and residents who reached to us, who 

asked great questions and shown a willingness to think differently, and to, you 

know, potentially embrace some different kinds of housing, which I think is 

terrific, to think about housing along a transit corridor and to include this piece of 

property in that conversation, I think is really exciting. 

This is maybe one of the most complex sites I have ever encountered on council. 

So it's important that we get more information. 

I want to thank councilwoman Griswold to bring this forward and so we can get a 

complete understanding of the -- of the pros, cons, tradeoffs, the information that 

we need to really look at what is exciting and complex. 

And whenever anything is exciting and complex, there are things that can be 

missed. 

And I think it will help us clarify what it can be and what it can't be, and to make -- 

to eventually make an informed decision that's -- that's fair to everyone. 



So thank you so much to staff and thank you to Councilmember Radina. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  I move to strike the third whereas clause in this 

resolution. 

I ask an agenda question of what other developers are asking engaged with 

Mr. Weber and I was told that thrive is the only one at this time, or something to 

that effect. 

I think this gives biasness, and I think we should offer this to anybody who can 

manage to achieve the goals that are set out by this resolution. 

I just think this kind of gives one -- one developer an inside track, perhaps type of 

reference. 

I would like to strike it. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Is there a second? 

>> Councilmember Grand: I would offer like a slightly different alternative and 

see if that's friendly, if that's okay. 

>> Mayor Taylor: There is no second presently. 

>> Councilmember Grand: Yeah. 

>> Mayor Taylor: We now have a second on Councilmember Radina. 

In the queue we have Griswold -- would you mind if Councilmember Grand goes 

to move this along quickly? 

Councilmember Grand? 

>> Councilmember Grand: I think if we just strike the including thrive 

collaborative. 

So if we just say, whereas Mr. Weber is now working with alternative developers 

and is pursuing an alternative development of the site, I think that open -- I think 

it -- that the including was meant to be inclusive but maybe that's -- I totally 

understand that perspective. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Is that friendly to the code? 

All right. 

So I will take that as an amendment to the amendment. 

And then I will take that amendment -- that amended amendment as friendly. 

Is everyone happy with that this excellent. 

Ms. Beaudry, do you have that? 

Thank you. 

Councilmember Griswold? 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  I just want to thank former Councilmember Anne 

Bannister. 

I also want to thank all the community members who have worked on this and 

focused on trying to save the trees and also at caucus last night, we had three 

people call in who had not ever called into caucus before. 

And it made me nervous and it turned out they were neighbors of this site. 

So welcome to some of the people who are new to community engagement as 

well. 

Thanks. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi. 



>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Is this on the main motion at this point? 

>> Mayor Taylor: Yes, it is. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Back to having a date -- requesting a date, I think 

based on my experience with this, that this property owner is quite frustrated. 

He's spent, many, many years trying to do many different things and hasn't been 

able to be successful at any of them. 

So unfortunately for his interests. 

Perhaps fortunate for those who want to preserve our natural features though. 

I think it's important that we indicate in some shape or form the date certain that 

this recommendation comes back. 

I don't think the seller is going to be that patient with us. 

I think we need to move on this if we have a good chance of succeeding. 

I think 30 days, 60 days, I don't know what staff is comfortable. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Mr. Crawford? 

>> City Admin. Crawford: I would suggest not to exceed 90 days. 

It would allow staff to work on it for 60 days and then get it on your calendar in 60 

to 70 days.] 

That would be my suggestion. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  60 days give us May 1st? 

>> City Admin. Crawford: I was suggesting 90. 

That gives them enough time to have negotiations and get it on your agenda. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Negotiations with who? 

>> City Admin. Crawford: To work through the issues with the property owner 

and whomever he chooses. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  If that's what you feel comfortable with. 

I don't want to put you in an uncomfortable position to fail in. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Is that friendly to the body? 

Is that a know from Councilmember Radina? 

You are on mute. 

>> Councilmember Radina: Sorry. 

I actually have a question for Mr. Delacourt on it. 

I don't know what the process is without it -- I don't know if there's been a 

second. 

>> Mayor Taylor: I was going to get to that. 

Rather than having this be something formal. 

Mr. Crawford is here and Mr. Delacourt is here, they told us they will get back to 

us in 90 days. 

Is that good enough? 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  It's the sponsors of the resolution. 

>> Councilmember Radina: Maybe if you would allow me a courtesy. 

We want to recognize that we don't own the property and there are a number of 

pieces of this that would be dependent on outside actors taking action in order for 

us to fit within that window and I want to make sure that staff is comfortable that 

we are not putting ourselves in an inflexible position that might provide leverage 

to outside individuals. 



>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Briggs thank you for your presumed flexibility 

on this. 

Mr. Delacourt, do you want to pop in? 

>> I'm sure if there's anything here of substance with this current upon purchaser 

of the property and Mr. Weber, I would suspect that we would be able to put 

together some type of reasonable update in a 90-day time frame and get that 

back to council. 

That will not be the last action on the property. 

Staff will come back and say, we believe there's substance here. 

There is the outline or the framework of a revised consent judgment that we think 

that council can consider. 

These are the primary points of that. 

These are the issues we need input from council and ask you, based on this 

outline, do you feel comfortable going forward and sinning that conversation, and 

at that time, it may be a more formal request to engage well city attorney's office 

in bringing back a revised consent judgment. 

I think 90 days is fine to put that framework together from us. 

If there Val is value in that. 

I hear Mr. Ramlawi's concern. 

He would like to know if there's seriousness in this attempt with the developer 

and I believe everyone is most elevators to get back within that time -- motivated 

to get back within that time frame. 

We can come back and say this has been a bust and there's nothing here, and 

Mr. weber can go on and pursue this development with whatever development 

group he wishes and we may be back here having this conversation at some 

point in the future with a different development group. 

The difference here is because of the consent agreement, we are not 

comfortable going through the normal discussion without including council, that 

we are pursuing. 

>> Mayor Taylor: I'm hearing staff is getting back to us in 90 days. 

>> Very long way of putting it, mayor. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Briggs. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: Yes, real briefly. 

Excited to see us considering that judgment this evening since I was serving on 

planning commission at the time that this went through. 

I just wanted to note how much planning commission and staff have worked to 

preserve the landmark trees and commissioner Shannan Gibb-Randall made 

sure that there was appropriate language. 

So staff has done a great deal of work on this. 

I'm glad to see there's an opportunity potentially to work for much improved 

consent judgment potentially. 

Further discussion of the main motion? 

Opposed? 

It is approved. 



DC-3, Resolution Establishing the Fee to Cover the Cost of Annual Investigation 

And Review of On-Premises Liquor Licenses for 2021.  

Moved by Councilmember Hayner, and seconded by Disch. 

Discussion of DC-4. 

Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Well, thanks, Mr. Mayor. 

This comes out of liquor license review board. 

We do an annual request for renewal of liquor licenses here in town and it's 

mandated by the state that we do this review. 

The state automatically reviews licenses if there's no negative report from the city 

or the license holder in this case, and that's what will happen here, but what 

happened is we set aside the -- sending out the letter because uncertainties 

around COVID and the ability of places to open and so on. 

And so kind of had a wide ranging discussion in our first liquor license review 

board meeting of the year and we thought it might be nice to cut the fee for these 

folks. 

I know it's a token gesture in this case. 

It can't reflect the cost of service to the city by providing this. 

The old fee was $90 and this is asking that we cut it down before $50. 

The way the ordinance is principle, we have to ask the body to set the fee. 

The body does establish the fee for these licenses. 

That body being city council. 

And so for this opportunity, for this year, I'm asking council to join us in reducing 

the fee somewhat as sort of a gesture to these business owners who have been 

struggling in these times. 

We can't leave it fully but we determined that wasn't really the best course either. 

I recognize that the difference is small to a large business and yet we feel it's 

appropriate or I can speak for myself and say I did. 

So that's where this is coming from. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Disch. 

>> Councilmember Disch: My colleague in ward one covered this pretty well. 

But just to mention that the current fee is $90 and that does reflect what it costs 

the city to conduct this veridian view. 

We are proposing to roll this back to the previous fee amount which was $50 

which no longer covers everything that the city needs to do, but in view of the fact 

that many people didn't even get to many establishments didn't get to use their 

liquor license because they were closed and many of them did not reopen, even 

though they could over the past year, we felt it just would be a nice thing to do 

and we were informed that by -- by Ms. Beaudry that the budget can absorb the 

loss that this will mean. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you. 

I appreciate the sentiment that has gone into the proposed fee reduction here. 

I was on the liquor license review board for a couple of years. 



We felt the $90 was actually too low. 

We had discussions that that fee was not raised in many, many years and we 

should look at raising this fee from $90 to something closer to $100, $125. 

So it's surprising that I saw this that we are going to go in the other direction. 

It's not a battle for me to fight on or a hill for me to die on. 

I just think that hopefully we don't think that this is going to solve a lot of problems 

for these small businesses. 

They got some huge problems they will be facing and I hope this 40s per renewal 

doesn't cause some difficulties in our own operations and somehow we subsidize 

the cost of administering these so if I can have some reassurances. 

I wonder if we are going to be subsidizing this program as a result of approving 

this resolution. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Mr. Crawford. 

>> City Admin. Crawford: At these dollar amounts. 

These are all fixed costs for the city and there's not much offset. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  So how did we get to the $90 fee. 

I saw Jackie raise her hand. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: If it wasn't clear, I think Councilmember Hayner said this, but 

the resolution is clear that this is just a one-year reduction. 

And the anticipation is that next year we will return to the $90. 

We are not permanently reducing. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  And by charging just $50 are we absorbing any 

costs? 

Are we charging less than what it costs us to administer this? 

>> Clerk Beaudry: The $90 was based on a cost analysis of the clerk's office 

work we would still charge if other departments did inspections or other work like 

building or fire department, but the 90 covers the administrative costs of the 

clerk's office administering the annual program. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  I feel like we should be consistent and principled 

and I don't see -- I can't support a reduction in this. 

If it costs $90 to administer it, then that's what we should be charging. 

We are not reducing costs for other issues people are having. 

I'm sorry, I can't support this. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  I love -- Mr. Mayor, I love how it says 

"councilmember hey now" in our transcript. 

It's working pretty well, though. 

I'm not going to go crazy arguing about this. 

The $90 if I recall from the nows came from this notion where sometimes -- 

sometimes folks don't pay or we have things that we have to go back and forth 

and chase the letters and so it was an average across the $243 licenses that we 

hold was where the $90 came up to and I don't think we are taking a big hit on 

doing this and believe me, if I thought it was in our budget, I would do all sorts of 

things to eliminate the woes of these downtown businesses and we could start 

with waiving some of these parking fees for some of the prime spots in the 



parking structures. 

I talked to a lot of -- well, not a lot but more than a handful of bar owners around 

this matter. 

Some said they appreciated the gesture and some said they would like it to be 

fee but either said they could afford it either way. 

This is just a notion that, you know, we are just trying to do something nice for 

these folks and perhaps we could. 

I think it represents around $9,000 worth of potential difference in these fees. 

Again, I think it's about 243 licenses in the city. 

So it's up to you folks. 

I'm going to support it. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion? 

Roll call vote, please, starting with Councilmember Hayner? 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Disch: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Song: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Grand: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Radina: Yes. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Eyer: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Nelson:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  No. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: The motion carries. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Let's take a break. 

We'll see you again at 9:15. 

[ Break ] 

>> Mayor Taylor: We are back after a short break. 

DC-4, Resolution to Award a 5-Year Service Contract to Recycle Ann Arbor for 

the Residential Customer Recyclables Collections (estimated $7,039,862.40) 

with City Option for one 2-Year Extension.  

Estimate to be in the amount of $3,043,149.60. 

Moved by Disch and seconded by Briggs. 

Discussion, please of DC-4. 

Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you, Mayor Taylor. 

This was added late to our agenda and we weren't able to ask questions by our 

deadline. 

Not that I have strong objection to this, but don't necessarily have a whole lot of 

supplemental information to go along with it. 

I know it was a four-month time frame that staff took with recycle Ann Arbor to 

come to an agreement. 

Perhaps if it's okay with members of the body and staff, they could give us a 

highlight version of this agreement. 



What were the issues that took so long to resolve, if we could get an executive 

synopsis. 

>> City Admin. Crawford: We have Molly Majewski. 

>> I do. 

We were hoping to have Eileen Naples on. 

Jackie, I'm not sure if we can get her on.  

>> Clerk Beaudry: I just moved her over. 

>> She was our lead and she's on now. 

>> Hi, Molly and everyone. 

Good evening, this is Eileen and I was just re-added. 

So Molly, I missed everything you said leading up to I believe she's on now. 

>> Actually, Councilmember Ramlawi would like to hear about what took so long 

and I don't want speak for you, councilmember. 

I will let you repeat. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  It's all right. 

I appreciate you being here, Eileen to answer these high level questions in terms 

of what were the sticky points that took four months to resolve? 

What are the issues? 

And what are outstanding issues? 

What are the things that perhaps we should be looking at the next time this up for 

renewal. 

We didn't get this until late Friday, and we didn't have time to submit questions 

unfortunately for written responses. 

>> Absolutely and I know we are all happy to answer any questions you have 

tonight and to move forward. 

To summarize, I did take some time. 

This R.A. submitted the lowest bid that met all the city's I.T.B. requirements back 

in July of 2020. 

Following their bid submission, they did propose a number of potential edits and 

also questions, largely operational questions about the I.T.B. document. 

The city took some time to review because it was a slight deviation. 

We wanted to make sure that it was in the interest of the city. 

And Councilmember Ramlawi, you asked about some of the specific items. 

I would characterize them as primarily in two camps. 

One was operational and the other was legal. 

The legal issues fell into certain default clauses. 

We took some time to discuss and ultimately added language that was in the 

best interest of the city and the R.A.A.  

Some of the other issues that came up were clarifications and clarifying 

regarding instructions and the city's right to do works and changes to routes and 

what constitutes a single family home that would be serviced inform this contract. 

So we spent a number of months working through these issues in details with 

R.A.A.  

And as far as I'm concerned, there are no outstanding issues to discuss. 

>> The upcoming issues that you will be facing during the negotiations, the 



purchase of the cost that R. A.A. will have to purchase escalated substantially 

and they will be immediately following a change order to adjust their costs for 

truck. 

>> So that will come at the next meeting is our intent. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Councilmember Briggs. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: I don't have any questions. 

One of you who was peppering with questions in on recycling. 

Thanks to staff and I'm excited to be voting on it tonight. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  The first segment was $2.5 million below the next 

bidder and over the total life of the contract, it was about 3.5 million below the 

next closest bidder. 

Are -- could -- I guess two things -- three things. 

So are there any hidden costs not shown in that cost. 

My question has been perpetually been, who owns and services the vehicles? 

That's first one. 

The second is since this recycling is there a share buyback is insulates the city 

as the cost of the recyclables goes up and down, the real estate materials that -- 

the raw materials that we are selling. 

And what is the change order that will come back? 

Will it still turn out that it's above the three plus our own consideration? 

Thank you. 

>> So I will address your first question which is the trucks. 

Recycle Ann Arbor will be furnishing trucks, including it maintenance and fuel 

and everything like that. 

>> The second item about the back end, that's a MRF contract. 

The MRF contract contains the sale of recoverables. 

That's not in this contract. 

>> This is Eileen. 

I apologize, I no longer have a functioning camera, but I will jump in on the third 

question, what is the change under the contract that we can expect for the 

increase in the price, and is it still lower than the next lowest bidder. 

We will come to the March 15th agenda to bring the price point to you. 

I will speak to the specifics as we get documents ready for that. 

The change in price is still lower than the next lowest bidder.  

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Thanks for answering these questions. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion of the main menu. 

Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thanks for asking those questions, 

Councilmember Hayner, especially about the trucks. 

We were told that RAA will be responsible for that, but we are going to be asked 

perhaps at the next council meeting to help pay for it. 

So could someone perhaps better explain who owns the trucks and who is 



helping the financing? 

>> The difference is just that from the time that they got but in their original bid to 

July of 2020 and the time when we finished our negotiations, the price to 

purchase trucks impacts cost for collection. 

So they need to make, they couldn't adjust the bid prices. 

Those bid prices was set in July. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Could we perhaps postpone this contract so we 

can get those figures included in this and we are not amending this contract just 

only two weeks after it was approved? 

>> It is critical to have the contract at this time so they can order the trucks. 

So that they can have them in time to start the service. 

The issue was that the negotiations took the four to five months and not the 

normal 90 days that you would expect on a bid. 

And so their bid hold time was exceeded and the market cost of the trucks went 

up. 

So we asked for their documentation of the in truck values and they lied us the 

cost of the trucks at the time of the bid and when they are now. 

We are very comfortable with bringing an amendment to you. 

Will that be spread out over the five years or the seven years, it's a unit cost 

adjustment and they will be recovering the cost of the trucks over the life of the 

contract. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Griswold. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  I would like to be listed as a cosponsor and I would 

like to acknowledge all. 

Good work that's done by recycle Ann Arbor and how important it is to recycle 

and divert waste from our land skill. 

Thank you. 

 -- landfill. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion. 

For my part, I'm too delighted that this is going to move forward. 

I do want to thank staff for all the good work that they have done getting us to this 

point. 

I would like to, of course, to thank recycle Ann Arbor for all the good work that 

they do and their commitment to the mission here. 

You know, we in Ann Arbor are so fortunate to have community members, 

community-grown organizations like recycle Ann Arbor that are focused on being 

a mission-driven organization like ourselves but with recycle Ann Arbor with the 

particular importance to municipal recycling. 

We are, you know, proud to be working with them on this important venture. 

Further discussion? 

Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  I would just ask if -- because I didn't ask written 

questions is it okay if I do -- who would I address an R.F.I. to if I did have 



questions around this matter moving forward? 

I support this notion that we need to get this contract in place. 

Who do I address them to? 

>> Mr. Hupy. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Okay. 

If you read through the contract different things jump out and I'm concerned 

about price per ton and how we came to these prices. 

I will send it off. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: All in favor? 

[Chorus of ayes] 

Opposed. 

It is approved. 

DC-5, Resolution to Improve Winter Sidewalk Maintenance. 

Moved by Councilmember Briggs and seconded by Griswold. 

Discussion of DC-5. 

Councilmember Briggs. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: Thank you very much. 

I'm excited to be introducing this resolution. 

We talked about this at our March 1st city council meeting with the resolution that 

was presented by Councilmember Griswold and eyer and it was postponed to 

have more council feedback and get the feedback of the transportation 

commission and they tasked me with bringing a resolution back to council by 

tonight. 

So since then we received more input from council, thanks to the resolution 

presented by Councilmember Ramlawi and snow buddy and city staff and 

transportation commission and this resolution reflects their feedback. 

I would like to just focus mostly what we services from the transportation 

commission. 

They pushed back the need for greater observation and pointed to the 

impressive work of the pedestrian safety and access task force in 2015. 

And that included robust community input regarding pedestrian access in the 

winter. 

Tried to include that in the whereas classes to document the history of that work. 

The transportation commission believes the city needs to undergo a paradigm 

shift. 

It urges us to move as swiftly towards municipal snow removal. 

They understand that there are budget restraints but stresses that the status quo 

is not acceptable, where residents are forced to walk on the busy streets like 

Packard when the sidewalks are impassable. 

It looks to improve upon the current operational matter and it seeks to pilot some 

solutions by next winter and lays the ground work for us to consider that bigger 

question of municipal snow removal when we have more data. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion. 

Main motion. 



Councilmember Griswold. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  I want to thank Councilmember Briggs for bringing 

forward this new and improved resolution from the original one. 

I also want to acknowledge that Councilmember Ramlawi some concerns about 

this and whether the D.D.A. is part of this resolution or we mains a separate 

resolution I'm flexible and would accept either decision. 

I did commit an amendment to Jackie earlier today. 

And Jackie, would you mind sharing that with council? 

And I can read the amendment. 

It's the second resolve clause. 

City council directs the city administrator following the feasibility study in the first 

resolve clause to conduct a survey to determine the level of community support 

for municipal sidewalk snow removal and preference for a funding source such 

as a millage or a user fee. 

>> Mayor Taylor: I'm sorry. 

Is there a second? 

Is there a second? 

Seconded by Councilmember Disch. 

Councilmember Griswold, you have the floor. 

My apologies. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  Oh, okay. 

I believe that this amendment is important so that we are able to manage 

expectations. 

People are reading this resolution and coming up with different conclusions. 

It was mentioned earlier today that Kayla Coleman gave an excellent 

presentation about equitable community engagement at the last transportation 

commission and so I see a survey as being an opportunity to apply some of the 

methodology that Kayla Coleman describes and to look at opportunities at a 

more granular level, as well as focusing on equity to determine where we might 

want to expand our sidewalk shoveling being realizing that we are in a pandemic 

and we are facing a budget deficit and most important issue is to improve 

pedestrian safety at the least about of money and I see that being the know and 

the ice ridges at the crosswalk ramps. 

And I want to thank Tom Crawford and Craig Hupy and other staff for actually 

going out and looking at the environment when we did have a snowfall to 

determine where our challenges were. 

In terms of crosswalks that were not possible. 

I also have a question for Molly. 

May I ask a question. 

>> Mayor Taylor: If you please. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Has that amendment been distributed? 

Has it been shared with council? 

>> Mayor Taylor: Yes. 

Councilmember Ramlawi and Radina on the amendment. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Well, I haven't seen on the amendment. 



I will pass for now. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Radina. 

>> Councilmember Radina: Yes, I have a question for Councilmember Griswold, 

potentially. 

I'm reading the amendment, and see that it reads the survey to determine the 

level of support for community snow removal. 

Is this a survey to gauge public preference for comprehensive snow removal or 

different types of -- we have learn that there's different types of municipal snow 

removal and I want clarification on the intent. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  Yes, I was referring to comprehensive and I would 

accept that as a friendly amendment for that word. 

>> Councilmember Radina: I would recommend that, comprehensive before 

sidewalk snow removal. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Okay. 

Before I ask is that friendly to the body, I will observe that the first resolve clause 

doesn't have the word "comprehensive" in it and I if I that there's probably a 

virtue in consistency, that to say that whatever the -- whatever is the result of the 

first resolve clauses, assessing feasibility and proposal that that be the subject 

matter of any survey and that it's -- the -- the amendment is probably best left 

without comprehensive because we don't know the nature of what the ultimate 

proposal is going to be in the first resolve clause. 

Does that ring right with people? 

Does anyone have any objection if we remove this reference to -- or if we -- 

Councilmember Radina, I'm going to deem that your amendment has not been 

seconded and whether you will withdraw it or talk about it. 

>> Councilmember Radina: I will withdraw it. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Does anyone have any objection to that sleight of hand? 

Councilmember Briggs? 

>> Councilmember Briggs: I completely the support the idea of getting some sort 

of community feedback before we move forward with any sort of 

recommendations so I'm not opposed to the idea of community feedback. 

The only thing that I guess I raise just a question about right now before including 

that formally with this resolution is that we're kind of tying ourselves -- are you 

hearing an echo as well? 

I'm sorry. 

I will try to -- see if that -- sorry about the echo. 

I'm worried about tying ourselves to a particular community engagement strategy, 

as came out of the equitable community engagement work that Ms. Coleman has 

done. 

We're not sure exactly where we're getting our equitable engagement right now 

is it from the one-on-one, from the surveys? 

Just allowing our community to get a little bit more as we do more work on that 

we may find a different strategy or a joint strategy might be a better way to get 

some information. 

So I agree we should do that. 



I just wonder about formalizing that in this resolution right now. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Would there be any objection to -- to have a friendly 

amendment to the amendment, rather than to conduct the community 

engagement process to determine? 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  Yes, that's much better. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Community engagement process. 

Is that friendly to the body? 

I will deem that to be moved by Councilmember Briggs and seconded as 

Councilmember Griswold, just as a matter of protocol. 

That's friendly to the body. 

So the amendment to the amendment now reads -- the amendment now reads 

resolved city council directs the city administrator that the first resolve clause to 

conduct whatever I just said, something about community engagement. 

To determine the level of community support for municipal sidewalk snow 

removal and so forth. 

Is this amendment friendly? 

Not friendly. 

Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  This came to us very late. 

So we have not been able to ask questions to staff. 

I will go back to that later. 

My concern as we start going down this path, is financial costs and really 

opportunity costs for staff. 

We are looking at trying to manage some really huge programs, the carbon 

neutrality goals our affordable housing, our COVID recovery, economic 

segregation, and we have a lot of challenges right now. 

This one doesn't rise to the top. 

And before we start spending time and money on this I want to know how much 

money and time we are going to spend on this goose chase because quite 

frankly, I'm not hearing very many of my constituents asking for the type of -- 

what this resolution is calling for. 

And so before we start spending money and time, I want to know how much of it 

we are going to be spending on this. 

And, I'm sorry, we got this at 5:00 on Friday, and told to -- you know, come up -- 

deal with it and I'm like, you know what, I work on the weekends and I'm trying to 

get ready for everything else that we're preparing to discuss that has been on the 

agenda in time. 

And this whole process has within strange. 

I want to know before we spend a dollar, what are we spending on and what are 

we getting before we start spending and throw good money after bad. 

>> Mayor Taylor: On the amendment, Councilmember Griswold. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  That's actually a question to the city administrator 

or somebody to tell me how much this is going to cost? 

I mean when we do outreach, when we send postcards they cost money. 

>> City Admin. Crawford: Yeah, I mean -- 



>> Mayor Taylor: Mr. Crawford. 

>> City Admin. Crawford: The amendment that was made, we do not have an 

assessment of that cost at this time. 

The process that we will go through, we still need to talk about if this passes. 

So this would be staff work over some coming months in which we would 

understand that cost before anything would be done. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  So would we see something before action was 

taken? 

What costs are associated with just passing this resolution if it was to pass? 

>> City Admin. Crawford: I would anticipate staff developing some kind of plan or 

proposal and then having an idea that would be able to be floated with the survey 

is what I would presume. 

I would say input from council if they are interested in a different direction. 

It would mean some action afterwards for consistency issues. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Hayner? 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Are we still speaking to the amendment. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Griswold, did I miss -- did you come off the 

queue and come back on the queue. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  I will pass on the amendment. 

I want to speak to the whole. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Is there anybody else who wants to speak on the amendment? 

Councilmember Radina. 

>> Councilmember Radina: This is more of a request. 

Councilmember Ramlawi, I think you may be the source of the echo. 

If councilmembers could mute when we are not speaking. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion of the amendment. 

Roll call vote. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Disch: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Song: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Grand: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Radina: Yes. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Eyer: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Nelson:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Yes. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Motion carries. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion of the main motion. 

Councilmember Griswold. 

Council member, you are muted. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  I see this resolution as working towards our 

sustainability goals, our vision zero goals as well as providing more accessibility 

for persons with mobility challenges. 



So I really see this as an integral part of many of our ongoing objectives. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Thanks, Mr. Mayor. 

Just some general remarks on this. 

So the tenth whereas clause, I mean if I end up supporting, this I want to point 

out a few things that the tenth whereas clause says the transportation endorsed 

the goal and views this goal as an urgent need for city spending and planning. 

And I -- I disagree with that. 

I recognize that that's how they fell and that's why it's in this whereas clause, but 

I completely disagree that in light of everything else that we have going on that 

this is an urgent need. 

So I just wanted to throw that out there. 

Secondly. 

The penultimate resolve clause. 

Immediately changes, enforcement strategies. 

So that sounds like an opportunity to put it back on the homeowner like it already 

is and so I'm not sure how that will jive with what we are speaking with this 

municipal -- the municipality taking advantage of this and taking the ownership of 

this, and so I'm interested to see what happens there. 

And just generally, I would just like to say, you know, the budget processes are 

an opportunity to prioritize our needs and our city planning and spending along 

with C.I.P. and other major assessments of our -- of our goals and our direction 

and I just -- I think -- I may consider that and I have heard this from constituents 

that folks outside looking in, this really sounds a lot like what is sometimes 

characterized as the first world problem here. 

Now I know that they are definitely part of our transportation network just as our 

streets are and our city paths through the parks are and I certainly think that 

parks should be doing that and I appreciate the notion that this addresses 

corridors. 

I think that's great, but when we talked about this some years back, Mr. Hupy, I 

think the number that was applied to this was pretty astronomical and I guess my 

general question for anyone, including our city administrator what can we 

possibly anticipate cutting to pay for this. 

That's all. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Grand? 

>> Councilmember Grand: Thank you. 

When Councilmember Briggs first offered up cosponsorship, I thought other 

people who do work that's more related to this were going to jump on it and they 

didn't. 

So I just want to publicly thank her and ask to be added as a cosponsor. 

I think this is an outstanding process. 

I like that it -- it doesn't tell us where we think we are going necessarily. 

It really does leave all sorts of possibilities open and it allows it to be an iterative 

process where we can actually just try potentially some less expensive pilots. 



Next year focus on the areas that we know are the biggest problems for mobility 

and access and then go from there. 

So I think if this was saying next year we are going to have a municipal program 

that pays for all of sidewalk removal, you know, I wouldn't necessarily be ready to 

support that. 

But I do think that -- that this -- you know, it involved -- it involved all the right 

people. 

It aligns with Councilmember Griswold and aligns with a lot of our goals. 

So I just really appreciate the process that she took and look forward to some of 

this information that's going to come back. 

And I think even -- I have learned so much just from members the community 

looking at different models that other cities use that are not $2 million a year 

models. 

So I think there may be a way to get us there or to get us to really improve our 

transportation network without that price tag. 

So thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Eyer. 

>> Councilmember Eyer: Thank you. 

I think this is a really strong resolution. 

I think it reflects the values that we hold as a community. 

As I said to Mr. Crawford back in January, if I were designing a city from scratch 

today, I would never leave sidewalk maintenance to individual homeowners. 

I think, you know, ensuring that we have a complete well-functioning sidewalk 

system is -- it's an integral part of a city, it's an equity issue, both in terms of 

economics and physical ability. 

It's a climate action issue, and it's a health issue. 

So I think the process of creating this resolution while not perfect was pretty 

solid, starting with an initial idea of them gathering the input from community 

stakeholders and finally evolving into what we have before us tonight. 

So I really appreciate the work of Councilmembers Briggs and Griswold on this, 

both of whom have long been advocates in this space in their own way, and I will 

be proud to cast a vote in favor of it tonight. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you. 

I have a question. 

The second whereas clause says 27% of Ann Arbor residents walk or use transit 

to get to work. 

There's no citation to where that is being drawn from. 

Can the sponsors of this resolution point me to where that's -- that fact is coming 

from? 

And then as I look at this, I do have a lot of questions. 

I know that people have spoken very positively towards this resolution. 

I think it sets up a lot of false hope and I don't think we're going to be able to 

deliver on most of this. 

I know I brought a resolution that's now stuck in the transportation commission to 



deal with something that I felt was more manageable and more practical than -- 

than what this calls for. 

And I really have a problem with the process. 

This, again, was added after we submitted our questions. 

It was not reviewed by the transportation commission. 

I listened to the transportation commission's meeting and this -- this resolution 

itself was not reviewed by them. 

I was told that the resolution I brought two weeks ago needed to be reviewed by 

the transportation commission and get their input before it comes to this body. 

So with -- with the lack of advanced notice to get questioned committed, I -- I 

moved to have this postponed until the March 15th meeting so I can get some 

better answers to the questions I have regarding this resolution. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Is there a second. 

Seconded by Councilmember Nelson. 

Discussion of the postponement? 

Councilmember Briggs in the queue. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: Yes, thank you. 

Just around the discussion of process is actually why the focus -- 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi, can you please mute your -- 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Sorry. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: That was kind of why I formed my comments the way 

I did because I knew that was one of the concerns of how to address this process 

worked. 

I -- the transportation commission provided feedback on a resolution that there 

some of these components in and then they provided clear feedback on what 

kind of -- what they wanted to see moving forward which was what is included in 

the -- in that whereas clause around the transportation commission. 

I made amendments, the second -- the third resolve clause is basically what they 

had seen and some of the other pieces are based entirely on their feedback to 

me on that as many of the whereas clauses which were focused on their work 

around the pedestrian and safety access task force and they explicitly said that 

they were comfortable with me working on developing this resolution and 

bringing it to council. 

So I worked with the transportation commission chair and incorporated the 

feedback of the transportation commission and brought this here tonight at the 

behest of the original sponsors which were hoping to get it back during the winter 

season where this is a little bit more relevant. 

I do apologize that it came on Friday. 

I do believe that our council rules allow for an opportunity to ask questions of 

staff when these -- these items come a little bit later. 

So to your question around the second whereas clause that information comes 

directly from the work around our transportation plan update. 

I was making sure I was taking a look at that and getting the data from that as 

some of the other elements trying to align where our -- you know, what our -- the 

values that are imbued within our transportation plan, although they -- it has not 



been adopted yet, it's been very clear from the community engagement work that 

been done over last two years about what our residents are looking for in the 

transportation. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Griswold. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  I would support a postponement if it would address 

Councilmember Ramlawi's concern and it whether we need to have a 

freestanding resolution for snow removal in the D.D.A. area or if we could roll that 

into this resolution, that D.D.A. has been mentioned in a couple of places. 

And if we need to be more specific, I would be willing to do that as well and that 

way it would be even more comprehensive. 

Oh, I do have one -- may I ask a question of Molly? 

Snow removal on sidewalks is required after one inch of snow. 

On city streets, is it three or four inches? 

>> Mayor Taylor: You are on mute. 

>> So you are asking if there's a requirement in code for snow removal on 

streets? 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  Yes. 

>> There is not. 

We have a long standing practice of plowing whenever we think it's needed. 

But if we have a storm of 4 inches or more we would move into the streets faster 

than we would be. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  Okay. 

So you don't plow when there is 1 inch of snow. 

>> No, that is not safe to say. 

>> In a small event, again, anything under 4 inches it just depends on the type of 

snow, what we think is warranted. 

We'll address major roads first and when we are finished with those major roads, 

we will move into local roads. 

>> Also there is a difference in sidewalk ordinance requires cleaning to bare 

pavement. 

We do not treat streets to bare movement, we treat them for traction. 

So we have different end goals. 

>> Not every one inch event, we plow local streets it depends on the event and 

the type of snow. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  I will chime in and say I will support this 

postponement. 

The administrator council questions knowing this would be back on the agenda 

on the 15th may illuminate some of our concerns and considerations and may 

even help outline possible solutions that -- that's a prime reason for me to 

support this postponement since nothing will be acted upon in this snow season, 

you might say. 

A secondary reason is my disconnect over how it is that we refer things to 

transportation commission, they don't discuss 'em and then something wholly 

different comes back to us. 



So I share my colleagues concerns about process on this matter and as a 

secondary reason, that's why I will support a one session postponement. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you. 

You know, I just -- I got to say that I support a lot of what's in this resolution. 

But I am unprepared to vote tonight. 

Based on the facts that I just heard repeated and I have explained a couple of 

times. 

I have not been able to be a part of this process. 

I got this resolution on Friday. 

I would like to be a part of it. 

And I would like to support it. 

Once I'm comfortable in voting for it, I feel that I'm not prepared, and that we 

should be given time to submit questions and time to think about this. 

I fear that it's -- it's so broad and complex that my -- my specific interests that's 

the DDA areas which I think make the most sense for many different reasons will 

be -- will be lost in all of this and I would rather see the DDA be teased out from 

the main part of this so that we can focus on it, on a dual track. 

We can look at things outside of the DDA and things inside the DDA. 

I want to make sure that that's in there so that focus is not lost. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Eyer. 

>> Councilmember Eyer: Thank you, I will not be supporting postponement. 

We talked at this issue at two council meetings now. 

We all had the ability to watch the transportation commission discussion, which, 

you know, was a good discussion about this and informed Councilmember 

Briggs' final resolution that she brought back. 

We all knew she was working on it and we all knew she was going to bring 

something back tonight. 

And so there's been ample opportunity to ask her questions, to give her 

feedback, and in addition to that, we knew -- we now have a new council rule that 

allows for questions on late breaking items. 

So that, you know, councilmembers could have submitted questions this 

morning, you know, up until -- I forget what time it is, 9:30 this morning. 

And had them answered by staff. 

So I think there's been ample opportunity for everyone to do their homework and 

I'm ready to vote. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Briggs. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: I wanted to stress maybe a third time that 

transportation commission did -- received a resolution that had many of the same 

amounts, provided feedback. 

I took that feedback and the recommendations that I received from transportation 

commission altered the resolution. 

It's not fair to suggest that the transportation commission did not have feedback. 

To Councilmember Ramlawi's concern, I really -- I explicitly brought up in 



transportation commission a request that -- your resolution, unfortunately it 

couldn't formally considered because of the time frame. 

I didn't realize that we couldn't have a discussion and it was a pretty packed 

agenda, otherwise, I think they maybe might have tried to provide more feedback 

at this time. 

There was, you know, limited discussion around it, but I really from the feedback 

that I'm sensing we are getting from transportation commission, it's sort of this 

overarching feedback that we have received around where they want to see us 

headed policy-wise. 

I tried to explicitly incorporate your interest in the D.D.A., and one that I 

completely share. 

I think you are 100% right that we have an opportunity to make with additional 

focus some significant improvements in our D.D.A. and that's why our third 

resolve clause explicitly asks for -- in the report that will be delivered to council by 

September 6th strategies for addressing the problem by zoned area of the city, 

including the D.D.A., residential neighborhoods, commercial and transit corridors. 

I'm explicitly asking -- we are explicitly asking if we passed this for a report that 

suggests, you know, how -- what could happen within the D.D.A.  

Those strategies are likely different than what would happen along the transit 

corridors. 

I think we need that information and what you are asking for. 

I think this resolution addresses a lot of what you are asking for. 

So. 

>> Mayor Taylor: On the postponement. 

Councilmember Disch and then we vote. 

Councilmember Disch, you are on mute. 

>> Councilmember Disch: I lowered my hand, but I didn't unmute myself. 

I'm not supporting postponement either. 

When I read this resolution, not only did I see that stakeholders were engaged 

but I also see that the discussions that we had on council and Mr.  -- 

Councilmember Ramlawi's resolution from two weeks ago, have been 

incorporated into this resolution. 

So, yes, the third resolve clause asks for strategies. 

Says that strategies should include addressing issues by the zoned area and the 

fourth resolve clause says that city council directs the city administrator to pilot 

solutions in the D.D.A. preferably and preferably along one or more major transit 

corridors. 

So I don't -- what I see is an attempt to very directly incorporate the discussions 

we have been having. 

I can't think of something that we have talked more about than snow. 

We have been talking about snow and hearing about snow from residents for the 

last six weeks, it's been constant. 

So I think that it is wonderful that we have an opportunity to move forward with 

actions that will see fruit during the winter of the 2021 to 2021. 

Further discussion of the postponement. 



Roll call vote. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Disch: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Song: Yes. 

 -- 

>> Mayor Taylor: This is -- 

>> Councilmember Grand: This is on postponement. 

Do we need to reset? 

>> We are voting. 

>> Councilmember Disch: No -- 

>> Councilmember Grand: I think there was some confusion. 

>> Councilmember Disch: I was confused. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  It was announced on the postponement. 

>> Mayor Taylor: You are voting on the postponement. 

>> Councilmember Grand: I will request that we reset. 

>> Councilmember Disch: Please. 

Thank you. 

I'm sorry. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  I will call a point of order. 

>> Mayor Taylor: I don't know this rule. 

My understanding is that when people under the midst of a vote if there are -- if 

people vote in error and they caught themselves, that we honor that error. 

Mr. Postema is that improper? 

>> City Atty. Postema: I was about to turn on the light. 

>> Mayor Taylor: That's quite all right. 

So when people have voted in error, that is to say in the midst of a vote, some 

councilmembers voted in the affirmative, believing they were voting on the main 

motion, whereas they had spoken that they were -- they wished to vote against 

the postponement. 

The question is -- is it improper to rerun the vote after in the midst of a vote. 

>> City Atty. Postema: If you really want me to take time, I would suggest we 

take a break and look at it. 

My usual advice if you are looking at -- to Robert's rules at this point, is that if it is 

not what they intended to vote, you know, you should really look at, it but I can't 

answer that off the cuff:  So if you want to take a little break on that, I -- I can -- 

but certainly if the body wants the vote to be to start over, you can do it. 

I would need to look at this further and I would touch base with Mr. Frost also but 

I can't do it off the cuff just sitting here. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Do we have any objection to revoting? 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Any objection is to the corruption of the clerk's. 

It was not a person raising their hand meaning to say I didn't vote that way. 

>> Councilmember Disch: I didn't raise my hand. 

I was shaking my head. 

I'm sorry. 



I'm exhausted. 

I'm exhausted. 

My mother is ill. 

I'm sorry. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Vote again if it's going to go the way you wish. 

Roll call vote on the postponement. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Disch: No. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Song: No. 

>> Councilmember Grand: No. 

>> Councilmember Radina: No. 

>> Mayor Taylor: No. 

>> Councilmember Eyer: No. 

>> Councilmember Nelson:  No. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: No. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Yes. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Motion fails. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion of the main motion as amended. 

Councilmember Hayner, I lost track of how many times you have spoken on the 

main motion. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  No, as facilitator of the meeting, I can't recall. 

>> Mayor Taylor: I'm going to put this as the second time on the main motion. 

Do you have an objection to that? 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  No. 

I'm not going to support this even though I support the notion behind it. 

I'm sure it will pass because clearly the vote is being nudged a certain way 

procedurally and that's fine, but there's a lot of things with the claims that are 

made in these whereas statements and they are not really backed up. 

And so I think that's going to be found when it -- because of the amendment that 

councilwoman Griswold set forward earlier that some of these -- some of the 

claims that are made here just don't jive with even our own motorized 

transportation plan. 

And so I'm just not going to support this out of general principle. 

I just don't like the way this is going. 

I get a sense that -- like I said before, we have so many issues here in the city, 

so many issues. 

We have people calling up and begging for better spending on mental health but 

we will shovel sidewalks in the neighborhoods instead. 

Okay. 

Okay. 

I can't support this. 

I would have prior to that little notion around the vote, but it's -- that was an 

offensive display of disorder. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Song. 



>> Councilmember Song: So I will apologize for the confusion as well. 

I thought we were voting on the main motion. 

It looks like Councilmember Briggs has done the work, working with 

transportation commission, you know, having these conversations with the DDA 

and pulling all of these considerations to go in her resolution. 

I don't understand what is stopping Councilmember Ramlawi to working closely 

with the transportation commission as well or working more closely with 

Councilmember Briggs. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Point of order. 

>> Councilmember Song: Oh, okay. 

I guess that's all. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Grand. 

>> Councilmember Grand: Thanks. 

Just win point I forgot to bring up earlier. 

Councilmember Radina and I have had some important conversations because 

there's an ordinance piece in here as well about -- about the way that the current 

policy we have is enforced. 

And we have heard from wonderful neighbors who have been ticketed even 

when they were out trying to help the single mom with four kids shovel their -- 

shovel their snow and one neighbor doesn't like the job that did it. 

So it -- we learn as we go sometimes and we try things and I think it also gives us 

the opportunity to address some of those concerns that we have heard this 

winter and continue to hear about how we enforce this. 

I think this can put an undue burden on some residents. 

And I just want to recognize that, you know, we are all -- we are all -- you know, 

everyone in this community is -- has been dealing with a lot. 

We are coming up on a year of this, right, and let's try to give each one a little bit 

of support. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you. 

I will push back on this effort to say there is inclusivity and the process is as what 

it should have been. 

Mine resolution was stuck in transportation for a month. 

This resolution comes up without any review by the transportation commission. 

They did not formally review this resolution. 

And so, you know, it's great that we have until 9:30 on Monday to submit 

questions but I work 30 hours on the weekends running a restaurant because I 

still have to work. 

And I don't have time to do this other enough on new council business that's not 

urgent. 

This is not an urgent matter. 

And there's no consideration given to members of council who work on the 

weekends. 

They say these are the new rules, deal with it. 

We are supposed to come prepared and be cordial. 



This is not any of that right now. 

Anyone who is witnessing this knows that. 

And so back to my question. 

I won't support this. 

Go ahead, it will pass. 

I'm sure it will. 

But I have problems with the way this is being done how the sausage is being 

made. 

This is all for public display. 

The second whereas clause says 27% of Ann Arbor residents walk or use transit 

to get to work. 

I'm asking where this information comes from. 

I'm looking at the 2009 transportation plan update, page 78, 4-20 and it states 

non-motorized facilities in Ann Arbor are vital to the transportation network as 

witnessed by 18% of commuters. 

Where does 27% come from? 

That's a 50% inflation on this 2009 transportation update. 

There's so many things that have not been asked questions. 

The questions I have are for staff, not for the sponsoring councilmember. 

That's the opportunity and the privilege that I think the councilmembers deserve 

and that the council minority has been shut out of. 

We are not -- people are not playing fair and this simple snow resolution are quite 

obvious of the games and tactics being deployed. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Griswold. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  I just want to remind my colleagues and the 

viewing audience that this resolution does not have any dollars associated with it, 

nor does it call for comprehensive municipal snow shoveling. 

What we are doing right now, we are collecting data, doing a feasibility study so 

we can make data-driven decisions which are compatible with vision zero. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Disch. 

>> Councilmember Disch: So on -- I imagine that figures for non-car use vary 

depending on your methodology, but on page 24 of the snow buddy report that 

we received, they take -- they take data from the U.S. 2000 census commute to 

work data. 

And it credits Ann Arbor in 2000 -- so based on our year 2000 with 2.4% of 

people getting around by bike and 16.5 pedestrian and 6.9% public transit. 

So for the year 2000, it was 25.8% non-car. 

That's pretty consistent with a number of 27% of Ann Arbor residents walk or use 

transit to get to work based on more recent data and also Councilmember Briggs 

already said where she got that figure, but this figure in the snow buddy report 

corroborates her figure. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Briggs. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: Sorry, I didn't. 

If Councilmember Ramlawi contacted me before, I could -- I'm pretty sure I got 



this through the mobility fact book and it was in addition of our transit and 

pedestrian numbers, but I will -- I can go back and see if that is the primary 

concern is a whereas clause around this, I will consider it a friendly amendment 

to remove that fact if that somehow seems entirely offensive. 

However, I'm happy to provide that information to you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further discussion of the main motion? 

For my part, I'm delighted this is moving forward. 

I think this is the culmination of a great deal of work that has been performed by 

this council, by members of the transportation commission, and other interested 

residents. 

You know, we -- we have for a number of years now taken steps to recognize 

that our transportation network is comprised of -- is multimodal, that it involves 

vehicles, of course, but that it also involves, you know, infrastructure for 

pedestrians and infrastructure for cyclists and this is an important step towards -- 

towards putting that value set into practice. 

It won't be an easy solution, certainly. 

There will be some costs associated with it and it's important to provide that cost 

for it in an equitable and prudent manner. 

But nevertheless, this is -- this is important step and I'm glad we are taking it. 

I want to thank the initial movers behind it and -- and both, you know, in this body 

and elsewhere. 

Further discussion? 

Roll call vote, please, starting with Councilmember Hayner. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  No. 

>> Councilmember Disch: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Griswold:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Song: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Grand: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Radina: Yes. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Eyer: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Nelson:  Yes. 

>> Councilmember Briggs: Yes. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  No. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Motion carries. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Do we have a closed session today, Mr. Postema? 

>> City Atty. Postema: No, mayor. 

>> Mayor Taylor: We have before us the clerk's report of communications, 

petitions and referrals. 

May I have a motion to approve the clerk's report, moved by Radina and 

seconded by Councilmember Grand. 

Discussion of the clerk's report. 

All in favor? 

Opposed? 

The clerk's report is approved. 



We have communications today from our city attorney? 

>> City Atty. Postema: No, mayor. 

>> Mayor Taylor: We now come to public comment general time. 

Public comment general time is an opportunity for members of public to speak to 

council and the community about matters the municipal interest. 

You need not sign up in advance. 

Please enter the number on your screen, 877-853-5247. 

877-853-5247. 

Once you have been connected, please enter meeting I.D. 94212732148. 

That is 94212732148. 

Once you have entered that number, please enter star nine. 

Star nine to indicate that you wish to speak. 

When it is your tern to speak, our clerk -- turn to speak, our clerk will identify you 

with the last three digits of your telephone number. 

You have three minutes in which to speak. 

Please conclude your remarks and cede from the floor. 

Is there anyone who would like to speak at public comment? 

>> Hear me. 

>> Cory. 

Holland. 

I will speak because this is my last time -- I'm not an activist or anything like that. 

And I want to speak on something I didn't get to speak on earlier. 

A lot of these attacks around the country on Asian Americans, some of these 

attacks have been involving African Americans. 

Wanted to speak, anyone who is listening to this, and the African American, we 

get discrimination.   

If anybody is attacking anybody else for a Person of Color for discriminatory 

reason, I think they should have some soul checking. 

I want to say that on behalf of anyone who have has not. 

The reason I came on here is because like I say, I'm an early planned stages of 

protest looking out for other partners. 

I want individuals to know when we come there, that this is not about anti-LGBTQ 

sentiment, even though the people who attacked me be part of the LGBTQ 

community. 

I wanted to invite any LGBTQ individuals or organizations or anybody else who 

stand for justice to join in when the protest happens are anybody else that deals 

with discrimination. 

Also I want to make sure that people understand that if you don't speak for 

justice -- if you don't speak up for injustice when it's somebody else, then they 

are not going to care when it's you. 

So it might be easy when you are sitting back and everything is fine, and you are 

not dealing with these injustices. 

Eventually it will be you. 

So I want to make sure that anybody out there who doesn't have to deal with the 

day-to-day things that most of these people are bringing up in the public 



discussions that be thankful that you don't have to deal with those type of issues 

but you should never be quiet when 9 people are facing injustice. 

And the last thing I want to say is to anybody out there, who is -- is trying to figure 

out how to Doo he will with life after you become disabled -- how to deal with life 

after you become disabled, I would like them to come out with the protest as well. 

A lot of times people don't pay a lot of attention to disabled. 

Once you have been disabled, you face a lot of difficulties you didn't realize were 

there before. 

I want to make sure anybody who is dealing with difficulties like disabilities also 

come out and -- and take interest in the protest. 

That's my time. 

I want to thank you for taking the time to listen. 

Thank you very much. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

>> Clerk Beaudry:  Caller with the phone number ending in 205. 

>> This is Joe Spalding, I'm calling from -- I want to say the biggest indicator of 

veteran is homeless whether or not they have been convicted of a felony. 

Councilmember Radina, thank you for mentioning the connection directly to 

homelessness there. 

In my work with voters rights, I remember learning about horrible stories, 

Michigan prison guards telling inmates that they can't vote when they are being 

released and that's just absolutely not true. 

And I'm sure there's a whole bunch that needs to get cleaned up in housing when 

it comes to banning the box but it's good to see Ann Arbor leading the way. 

The side note that there's going to be stories about that posted online, on 

Facebook, on Twitter, by Mlive, by the rest of the media, television news outlets 

and it's important that the comments section reflects how important that decision 

is for people who are experiencing that. 

I do want to talk about the resolution to waive client privilege here first. 

It was flirting can scaring every attorney the city could have into giving less than 

articulate legal advice which could always cost the city taxpayer cash. 

The rules discourage councilmembers from embarrassing the council on 

Facebook. 

I want to know what Ramlawi thinks is being chilled. 

Councilmember Hayner, you frequently moan and groan, you can't say that 

Dr. Lisa Disch who is one of the smartest people in Ann Arbor has no agency 

and gets her policy positions from Sava which is something that you said on 

Facebook. 

Without kicking sand in the faces of the very sim people you are talking about. 

View point discrimination, if you are saying things that test the line between free 

speech and actual did defamation so badly then the best thing that can be said 

about your words is that saying them isn't technically illegal, you are probably 

embarrassing yourself and those you represent. 

Finally, I want to say that it's probably not the best use of the ACLU's time to be 

reviewing the complaints about folks worrying about whatever they are -- the 



view points are getting suppressed here which are being articulated on 

Facebook. 

They probably have a lot more important things to do given the events of the past 

year, especially in helping to clean up the mess that trump left individual 

members had. 

So think about that when you are asking them to use their precious time. 

That's all I have got to say. 

Thanks for listening to me once again. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Caller with the phone number ending in 556, do you have a 

comment? 

>> Hello. 

Can you hear me? 

Ralph McKee? 

>> Mayor Taylor: Yes, we can. 

>> 1116 red oak. 

I have some process issues that I have discussed process here several times but 

I think tonight illustrates some problems. 

It's troubling that these items hit the agenda very late. 

That not only limits analysis of councilmembers or stakeholders, but what about 

the general public? 

Let's assume that this RAA contract, it's $7 million. 

Let's assume there were some issues in that contract, would you really expect 

the general public to go through a contract like that over the weekend? 

Contact their councilmember, representative, to discuss those issues they found? 

That's frankly, crazy. 

And so if the -- if the matter isn't urgent, it shouldn't be put on late, period, ever. 

If you are care about the public at all. 

And that applies to the snow removal. 

I understand that's not the same kind of motion, and a lot of people have been 

talking about it, but not that particular issue. 

I did hear about it. 

I happened to -- I was able to discuss it with Councilmember Briggs on Sunday. 

But what about the general public who is -- who just, you know, isn't watching the 

agenda, you know, turning it on Friday evening? 

You need to think about them a little bit. 

A similar process issue, I got a postcard on Saturday reminding me of current 

resident snow removal policy. 

Why the heck was that going out at the end of the winter? 

How much did that cost? 

Whose idea was that? 

On February 27th? 

Similarly, a postcard notice just went out to all the landlords re the possibility of 

grandfathering all residential non-PRSTRS. 

I think that's appropriate, but compare that to the planning commission is 



considering tomorrow amendments for ADUs will allow nonowner occupied ADU 

within three feet of the lot line on every lot within the city, despite urging by 

several residents staff has steadfastly refused to end notice to the affected 

property owners. 

These three examples show an astonishing lack of consistency by the staff 

decision making on these items. 

And I -- I'm really -- it's mind boggling. 

A snow removal notice open February 27th and you refuse to send out notice of 

and a major item? 

You just flat refused. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: 30 seconds. 

>> Anyway, that's -- the process is important. 

And there's a lot of inconsistency coming from city bodies right now on process. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Caller with the phone number ending in 145, do you have a 

comment? 

>> Hello. 

Can you hear me? 

>> Mayor Taylor: Yes, we can. 

>> My name is Ari Shooter. 

I'm with kindness tech program, I'm working with the homeless community. 

I wasn't able to say this earlier because I couldn't get a slot, but I definitely 

believe that we need to find alternates of armed responders to mental health, 

especially in the homeless community as I'm doing what I do, I see a lot of police 

who are just like driving around warming centers and driving around shelters and 

it kind of looks like they are looking for a problem to solve. 

It needs to stop. 

It's unacceptable. 

There are not as many crimes as people like to think they are, and these small 

issues that are escalated by armed responders like the police do nothing but 

pack the system with people who don't deserve to be there. 

Another thing I want to say is Jeff Hayner, what you said to Lisa Disch was 

unacceptable, period. 

She apologized. 

She made a small respect and the way you responded to that was aggressive 

and unnecessary. 

You speak of decorum and civility but you offer neither. 

If you want civility and decorum, you earn it. 

It's not -- if not, cut the bullshit. 

You need to go. 

And me and Michelle Hughes, we will make sure that happens in 2022. 

Count your days. 

Ramlawi, if you can't do your job, resign. 

Period. 



You know, if I come to work without my name tag, they'll send me home. 

So you coming unprepared to meetings where you are making policy decisions is 

unacceptable. 

If you can't do your business and councilmembers duties resign. 

Take care of your business. 

Do what you have to do, but don't get in the way. 

Have a good night. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Caller with the phone number ending in 340, do you have a 

comment? 

>> Yes, greetings Mr. Mayor and city council. 

This is Luis Vasquez from the first ward. 

Mr. Mayor, I just wanted to express my appreciation for your applying your veto 

to the street closure. 

You know, it's a sign of leadership and I'm grateful to have a mayor and a council 

that can take a look back and make corrections to decisions that are made. 

As you know, I think this was a wise decision for a few reasons. 

The rates of infection, new infections of COVID-19 are still high, all across the 

country, including in Michigan, where yesterday we had 1,000 new cases of 

COVID-19 identified. 

50,000 across the U.S., which are the numbers that existed during the second 

surge back in June, July, and August of 2020. 

So, you know, as more people get vaccinated, as those rates ever infection come 

down over the next few weeks, my hope is that it will be safe enough for all of us 

to be able to go outdoors and dine on main street again. 

And I'm looking forward to healthy streets activity. 

And if people are concerned still about the businesses in our town, do -- do us all 

a favor. 

Put your money where your mouth is. 

Go out and buy some gift cards from jolly pumpkin, from all the great 

establishments that we have on main street. 

Thank you for your time and have a good night. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Caller with the phone number ending in 684, do you have a 

comment? 

>> Yes hi, this is Eric calling from Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

The first thing I would like to mention is I believe Councilmember Nelson and 

Ramlawi mentioned that the ACLU reached out to them. 

So, I think we should call the ACLU and let them know that Joe Spalding thinks 

it's a waste of their time. 

And that they shouldn't have reached out to Councilmember Nelson or Ramlawi. 

Number two, Councilmember Radina, when the letter was sent to the school 

system, I really appreciate your Facebook post of you how you reached out to 

communicate leaders and spoke to different -- community leaders and spoke to 

different people, however, I was informed that you did not speak to Ernesto 



Qullero who is a Person of Color who is your ward, which is kind of concerning to 

me. 

I would also like to know for DC-5, why it was put on the agenda so late. 

Just kind of -- I think that's a fair question to be answered. 

And I think the fourth thing I would like to say and I wasn't going to say. 

This I would like to thank the four councilmembers who voted against the street 

closures because they had the courage to do it in the first place and knew what 

was right in the first place. 

Thank you. 

And I hope everyone is not too tired and we don't have to revote much more. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

Is there anyone else who would like to speak at public comment? 

>> Clerk Beaudry:  Caller with the phone number ending in 736, do you have a 

comment? 

>> Yes, hi. 

This is Trische Duckworth, coming to you again. 

I wanted to speak you to all briefly about -- number one, I agree with the caller 

with Mr. Hayner's continued behavior. 

Sir, I don't know what's going on at the core of your soul, but as a social worker, I 

see you as a hurt person. 

You bully some of the people, your colleagues and it's ridiculous how you just did 

councilwoman Disch. 

That's just -- that's just tough. 

You should learn common respect for your colleagues. 

I would like to speak to this council about one thing. 

There's no racism and racist acts that are happening in the school district. 

They have been happening for the last 30 years. 

You decide to involve yourself in a school board issue. 

I get it. 

People reached out to you. 

You thought you were doing what is best, but people also reached out to you all 

as well about the racism that was going on in the district. 

And you chose not to do anything about that. 

None of you chose to lend your is voluntaries to that. 

So for -- voices for to that. 

When you listen to the voice of privilege but when the under privilege and those 

that are minorities come you to say and say, please do something, stand up. 

Speak out about this. 

We hear it's not our jurisdiction. 

Well, if it wasn't your jurisdiction to talk about racism, it should not have been 

your jurisdiction to talk about them going back to school. 

It's just ridiculous. 

To see that the way that those privileged individuals even done Crystal Dupre 

and Ernesto, it was ridiculous and then you all defend them and send in support 



because that is what they wanted. 

So continue to listen to the voice of privileged, and we are saying that that is 

unacceptable. 

You should be able to listen to all of the citizens of Ann Arbor. 

You should be able to listen to those citizens that asked you to reach out about 

racism in that district so if you did that for one issue, I am asking you to do it for 

the other. 

That is only right and it should start from the top down with the mayor leading the 

way and everybody on this board should sign to that stating that racism in the 

school districts should not be tolerated. 

I thank you all for listening to me in this small moment, but I hope that you not 

just listen but take action to battle racism in Ann Arbor and to help build racial 

equity, because it is necessary and we will not take down. 

We will push every step of the way. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Thank you. 

>> Clerk Beaudry: Ms. Bannister, do you have a comment? 

Ms. Bannister, you can unmute yourself. 

Do you have a comment? 

Ms. Bannister. 

Do you have a comment? 

We don't hear you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Is this anyone else who would like to speak at public comment? 

>> Clerk Beaudry:  Mayor, I don't see anyone else with their hands up. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Seeing no one, the public comment is closed. 

Is there comments communications from council. 

>> Councilmember Hayner:  I called a point of order because our rules were not 

being followed, not only our -- sorry, everybody gets to hear me echo. 

Not only our council rules, or parliamentarian rules, council rule, no member 

should speak unless recognized by the presiding officer. 

Another rule under council Rule 10, although I would like to have them numbered 

instead of bullet point which I asked for in writing, was that the members speak 

their own views and motives, and so it's okay to -- I presume it's okay to say I 

was prepared for this meeting. 

I received this by Friday but still had plenty of time. 

It's not okay to say you should have -- you should have, you should have. 

And so I take offense with that too, but I didn't call a point of order for that 

because I'm not going to be picky about this. 

When it comes to voting and things, it's fine to back up that vote and I understand 

that people can be lost, but it was clearly announced that that was what we were 

voting on. 

I heard it. 

That's when I call a point of when rules are not being -- point of order, when rules 

are being followed. 

Everyone has the right to have the rules followed. 



I think one of our callers spoke accurately to the notion that it doesn't give us 

enough time when things happen on a Friday if they are not urgent. 

And so I will also request that any responses that I get to my questions about the 

R.A.A. contract, I'm going no move to file them with the clerk at our next meeting 

so that they become part of the questions of the body, that the public can have 

access to. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Ramlawi. 

>> Councilmember Ramlawi:  Thank you, mayor. 

Yeah, I will just piggyback on that a little bit. 

You know, I believe I'm -- I come to these meetings prepared. 

I study our agendas, emails, attachments. 

I go to my meetings. 

I run a business. 

I can do it. 

To suggest that I can't do this job or I'm overwhelmed and I should resign 

because I come unprepared, I think folks at this table and in our community by 

and large know that's not true. 

And what I'm unprepared for is last-minute additions as a resident just spoke to 

as well. 

It's not only for us, but our community. 

Many of them come to us when they see something on a resolution that raises 

questions, or concerns. 

And hopefully we can address this in admin committee to eliminate last-minute 

and they would require six votes of council to be put on after Wednesday, the 

preceding of the council meetings or something close to that. 

We should be able to ask questions and get written responses to those. 

And not have to put it in at 9:30 Monday morning. 

Sorry. 

I'm in the industry. 

I work -- I work for a living, believe it or not. 

Anywhere from 40 to 70 hours a week on top of council. 

And I can do it. 

I have shown to do it, but I will move on, and I will just say I have been working 

with our city administrator about enforcement of snow. 

I know we talked about it earlier, about being hit with heavy fines. 

I know one constituent that was hit with two fines in one week for $140 each. 

And so I will be hopefully bringing an amendment to change our ordinance to 

reduce that amount to something that I believe is more reasonable, because I 

think it's heavy handed. 

And furthermore, just the postcards on the snow, I did think that was a waste of 

taxpayer dollars. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Grand. 

>> Councilmember Grand: Thank you. 



I -- I'm sorry -- thank you. 

I would -- I want to respond to one of the callers about -- about the schools to 

Ms. Duckworth and her comments and I want to -- I will speak to my own 

motivation in that signing on to that letter, it was to try to address a couple of 

things. 

One that there was a specific vote that was coming up and two, that I also felt 

that our acts were really trying to help address the vaccine supply issue, 

particularly for our teachers in our community. 

I -- as a member of the city schools committee, it is -- it is my, you know -- not 

just hope, but commitment that I -- I hope that we can -- and I plan to have these 

kinds of the conversations about race with our colleagues on the school board. 

There wasn't a specific action that we were, you know, going to write to you, but 

if there is in the future, I can understand why we -- we may choose to cross that 

line that we haven't chosen to cross before. 

I also just want to thank everyone would did help, you know, get our teachers on 

the road to vaccination. 

It was really inspiring and specifically call out Ann Arbor residents Beth Winstein, 

who organized this terrific drive at the University of Michigan to hand out free 

donors to teachers who were getting vaccines and I was glad to participate in 

that effort for a short time. 

But I think it was also important to -- to support our teachers and -- because -- 

because they have been, you know, just -- their efforts have been Herculean this 

year. 

Thanks. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Councilmember Nelson. 

>> Councilmember Nelson:  I have a comment that I have debated just making 

privately to Councilmember Disch but I think it's worth stating publicly. 

I have been thinking about what happened with the confusion around the voting 

and I -- I think it's worth remarking or sharing that the new councilmembers that 

are sitting at our virtual table are experiencing a very different kind of beginning 

to their term than we experienced, and I want to acknowledge publicly that 

probably interrupting the chair of our meeting for what we were voting on. 

It was very unusual tonight to have the actual process of a vote interrupted, and I 

do understand the response to that, and feeling like that was very strange and 

bizarre. 

To pop in and interrupt the chair of the meeting rather than Ms. Beaudry is also 

delayed by several moments because you have to quickly unmute yourself, and I 

just -- I just want to express compassion for the fact that it's harder now. 

And so what happened tonight was legitimately remarkable but I just want to 

acknowledge that I have asked for -- I was able at the table in our live meetings 

to ask for clarification more than once about exactly what we were voting on. 

I just wanted to say that. 

Thank you. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further communication from council? 

Councilmember Briggs. 



>> Councilmember Briggs: I guess I would also like to second Councilmember 

Ramlawi's request for the administration committee to just take a look at the 

timeline for submissions for items to the agenda. 

It was noted multiple times tonight that this addition was late, according to our 

rules it was not late. 

It was on time. 

I also am sympathetic to the comments that we heard tonight around items 

coming to the agenda late as an advocate, I remember that I spent many of my 

weekends frustrated by the items that came in on a Friday. 

So I'm happy to have our rules committee take a look at that and figure out if that 

timeline is appropriate. 

>> Mayor Taylor: Further communication? 

May I have a motion to adjourn. 

Moved by Councilmember Griswold, seconded by Councilmember Song. 

Discussion? 

All in favor? 

Opposed? 

We are adjourned. 

  


