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 ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 

ADDRESS:  306 N Division Street, Application Number HDC21-017 
 
DISTRICT:  Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: February 11, 2021 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:   Monday, February 8, 2021 
 

OWNER   APPLICANT    
 
Name: St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church  Same    
Address: 306 N. Division St     
 Ann Arbor, MI  48104 
Phone: (810) 444-8532 
 
BACKGROUND:  St Andrews Episcopal Church was built in phases: the nave in 1868-69, a 
chapel and rectory were added in 1879, and the tower in 1903. It is constructed of split boulders 
laid in courses and is English Gothic in style. In 1989 the HDC issued a certificate of 
appropriateness (CofA) to re-roof the cloister in slate or composition slate. (The cloister roof is 
slate today.) In 1998 a CofA was issued to rebuild the front steps. In 2008, a CofA was issued to 
rebuild the stairs to the west entry and reroof several small roof areas. In 2010 the HDC 
approved a canopy structure over the north side entrance.  
  
LOCATION: The site is on the east side of North Division Street between Catherine and 
Lawrence. 
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to replace a monument sign in the front 
yard with a slightly larger monument 
sign.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation: 
 
(2) The historic character of a 

property will be retained and 
preserved.  The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration 
of features, spaces, and spatial 
relationships that characterize a 
property will be avoided. 
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(9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old 
and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to 
protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 

 
Building Sites 
 
Recommended: Retaining the historic relationship between buildings, landscape features, 
and open spaces. 

 
From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines (other Guidelines may apply):  
 

Signs 
 
Appropriate: Installing signage that is subordinate to the overall building composition. 

 
Not Appropriate:  Installing signs that are too large or that are made from a material that is 
incompatible with the historic building or district.  

 
STAFF FINDINGS:  
 

1. The proposed monument sign consists of a stone base with a limestone cap, upon which 
sits a polished granite sign. The entire structure is 72” wide and 54” tall. The stone base 
is 16” thick; the limestone course then tapers to hold the 6” thick granite sign. The current 
sign structure is 48” wide and 47” wide. The proposed sign is more substantial and 
slightly larger in all directions and is well suited to the site, which is a large corner lawn in 
front of the historic church. It would be located 15’ from the Catherine Street sidewalk and 
29’6” from the North Division Street sidewalk. This is similar to where the current sign is 
located.  
 

2. The applicant wanted to make sure a sign would be allowed before having a sign 
company prepare final sealed design drawings. Staff feels that the information presented 
on the appearance, placement, materials and dimensions of the sign are thorough and 
merit review by the Commission.   
 

3. Ground signs, while generally not acceptable in commercial or residential settings, are 
appropriate because of the church’s campus-like setting. Its design and materials are 
very complimentary with historic St. Andrew’s church and property and the sign is 
compatible with the surrounding neighborhood.   

 
4. Staff believes that the overall size, color, texture, and material are appropriate and meet 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, in particular standards 2 and 
9, and the guidelines for building sites, and the Ann Arbor Historic District Design 
Guidelines for signs.  
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POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion is only a suggestion.  The Review Committee, 
consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the applicant on site and then 
make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 
306 N Division Street, a contributing property in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District, to 
install a new monument sign, as proposed. The work is compatible in exterior design, 
arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the building and the 
surrounding area and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standards 2 and 9 and 
the guidelines for building sites, and the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines for 
signs. 
 

 
MOTION WORKSHEET:   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 306 N. 
Division Street in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, photo, drawings, budget proposal 
 
 
306 N Division (courtesy Google Streetview)  
Look closely for the red sign near the flowers 
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Ohio Building Restoration, Inc. 
830 Mill, Street 
Toledo, Ohio 43609 

Saint Andrews Budget/Proposal 
Date:  12/8/2020 
 
Saint Andrews 
306 N. Division Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 
 
Ohio Building Restoration Inc. will provide the labor, material, and equipment to complete the construction of the 
sign platform as discussed on site and as mentioned below.  After our conversation the permit and excavating will 
be completed before we start our scope of work by other. 
 
Scope of work; 
Build 5ft. by 16in. wall to support a granite church sign. 
Deliver and provide the equipment and material to set stones. 
Build wooden forms and pour footer. 
Install rebar and lay up block foundation. 
Set provided field stone three courses high to match the existing yard walls. 
We will provide and install a limestone cap to match the existing walls. 
Set the new granite sign. 
Water-proof the block and fill the hole with salvaged dirt. 
 
 

Total Budget/Proposal Cost…………………………………………$9,270.00 
 

 
We propose hereby to furnish material, equipment, and labor – complete in accordance with above specifications. 
 
All material is guaranteed to be as specified. All work to be completed in a workmanlike 
manner according to standard practices. Any alteration or deviation from above specifi-                Authorized        Brian Taylor 
cations involving extra costs will be executed only upon written orders, and will become  Signature                     
an extra charge over and above the estimate. O.B.R. workers are fully covered by  
Workmen’s Compensation Insurance.       Note: This proposal may be withdrawn if not accepted within 30 days. 

        The net due 15 days upon completion. 
 
Acceptance of Proposal-The above prices, specifications and   
conditions are satisfactory and are hereby accepted. You are authorized to do   
the work as specified. Payment will be made as described above.    

 
Date of Acceptance:      Signature:           
 
Brian Taylor  
Project Manager / Estimator 
Ohio Building Restoration, Inc. 
Email: btaylor.obr@att.net 
Cell: 419.290.7637   Phone: 419.244.7372   Fax: 419.244.0627 
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