
ANN ARBOR BUILDING BOARD OF APPEALS 

STAFF REPORT 

Meeting Date: August 20, 2020 

Type of Request:  APPEAL/VARIANCE  

Building Board of Appeals Request BBA20-003 at 543 Church St. Ann Arbor, MI  48104 

(Parcel Identification Number: 09-09-28-313-001) 

DESCRIPTION AND DISCUSSION 

Property Owners Name and Address: 

Walnut Forest Investments LLC 

625 Church St., Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

Ann Arbor, MI 48104 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The apartment building located at 543 Church was built in 1964 and appears to be original 
construction and has 20 apartment units.  
   
The owner of 543 Church St., Ann Arbor, MI requesting relief from one code requirement: 
 
(1) New stairs located within a dwelling.  

 
The property owner requests relief from Section 702.6 of the Michigan Rehabilitation Code for 
Existing Buildings, section 1011.5.2 Riser height and tread depth of the 2015 Michigan Building 
Code and requests to be able to meet the requirements of the 2015 Michigan Residential Code 
section R311.7.4.1 and Section R311.7.4.2 in an R-2 apartment building: (see related code 
sections) 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends that the appeal not be granted: The proposed use of the requirements of the 
2015 Michigan Residential Code in a building that is an R-2 and must meet the requirement of 
the 2015 Michigan Building Code, as the Building Code does not allow for the use of Residential 
Code sections in commercial buildings.  The proposed stair rise of eight and one-quarter inches 
and a tread depth of ten inches does not meet the requirements of the 2015 Michigan Building 
Code of a maximum rise of seven inches and a minimum tread depth of eleven inches or the 
exception of a maximum rise of seven- and three-quarter inches and a minimum tread depth of 
ten inches as allowed for stairs within R-2 dwelling units.  This request is neither equal to or 
better than that what is required by the governing code. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 

I move to deny the following variance at 543 Church Street, Ann Arbor, MI for new stairs 
located within a dwelling. 
 
The Board finds that one or more of the following statements is within their limitations of 
authority to deny: 



1. The true intent of the code or the rules governing construction have been 
incorrectly interpreted; 

2. The Provisions of the code do not apply; or 
3. An equal or better form of construction is proposed. 




















