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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 

ADDRESS:  206 Crest Avenue, Application Number HDC20-083 
 
DISTRICT:  Old West Side Historic District  
 
REPORT DATE: June 11, 2020 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  June 8, 2020 
 

OWNER    APPLICANT    
 
Name:  Johanna Mabry    same 
Address:  206 Crest Avenue 
  Ann Arbor, MI      
Phone:  734-657-8978       
 
BACKGROUND:   Charles Donner was the first occupant of this home built in 1922. It is in the 
craftsman style, with side gables, a full-width shed roof porch with a wide shed dormer above, 
tapered wood half-columns above stuccoed porch walls, and a textured block foundation.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to install a steel above-ground pool in the 
back yard. The pool is a gift from the Make a Wish Foundation to the owner’s daughter.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS 
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation:  

 
 (2)  The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 

historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall 
be avoided. 

 
(10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 

manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 

Building Site 

Recommended: Designing new exterior additions to historic buildings or adjacent new 
construction which is compatible with the historic character of the site and which preserves 
the historic relationship between the building or buildings and the landscape. 

Not Recommended: Introducing new construction onto the building site which is visually 
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incompatible in terms of size, scale, design, materials, color, and texture; which destroys 
historic relationships on the site; or which damages or destroys important landscape 
features. 

 
From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines (other Guidelines may apply): 
 

Residential Accessory Structures 
 

Not Appropriate: Introducing new structures or site features that are out of scale with the 
property or the district or are otherwise inappropriate. 

 
STAFF FINDINGS:  
 

1. The pool is a 12’ x 24’ oval and would be installed in the backyard, entirely behind the 
house and out of sight from the street. The steel pool walls are 4’4” tall. The backyard is 
entirely surrounded by a 6’ wood privacy fence. The pool will be hooked up to the house’s 
electric service to power the filter.  

2. There will be a future application for a deck to connect the pool to the existing rear deck, 
which is around 30” lower. The pool deck will allow the homeowner and her child to safely 
exit the pool should the child have a seizure while in the water. The deck drawings are a 
work in progress and may or may not be a staff approval, depending on how large the 
deck is.  

3. Staff believes that since the pool is low, the backyard is entirely fenced, and the work is 
easily reversible, that it meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
and the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines. 
 

POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion is only a suggestion.  The Review Committee, 
consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the applicant on site and then 
make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission approve the application at 206 Crest Avenue, a contributing 
property in the Old West Side Historic District, to install a steel above-ground pool in the 
back yard, as proposed.  The work is compatible in exterior design, arrangement, texture, 
material and relationship to the rest of the building and the surrounding area and meets 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standards 2 and 10 and the guidelines for 
building site and the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines for residential 
landscape features. 
 

MOTION WORKSHEET:   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 206 Crest Ave 
in the Old West Side Historic District 
  
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
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ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings, photos 
 
206 Crest Avenue Survey Photos 2008 

 
 

 
 

 
 









Highlander
Viscount of Canton presents the Highlander

The prefect blend of Strength, Beauty and Affordability.     
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        Viscount of Canton  42045 Michigan Ave. Canton, MI. 48188   734-394-5500   qhe@att.net

Highlander

Resin smooth-ContouRed 
top ConneCtoR Rugged, poly-lam™ Coated 6" 

steel WRap aRound top Rail

pReCision FRame 
holes oFFeR supeRioR 
stRuCtuRal integRity

liFetime 100% WaRRanty 
extRa heavy Bottom Rail system

inteRloCking staBilizeR 
Rail FoR added stRength

52" heavy CoRRugated galvanized 
CoppeR BeaRing steel Wall

up to 25% heavieR than most 
otheR pools in the industRy

tRu-loCk Wall ClosuRe 
Bolt heads aRe Flush FoR a 

smootheR lineR installation

• Trimline Space Saver Oval
Support System allows larger

pools to fit into smaller backyard 
settings. Plus, it is easy to install. 

Pool features
• Rugged, baked enamel steel 6" top rails and 6" verticals in a creamy tan.
• 52" pool wall in a soft elegant pattern.
• Designer 2 piece resin top connector offers addition support.

Pool frame & Walls
• Maximum strength, corrosion resistant hot-dipped galvanized copper

bearing steel pool frame and wall.
• Available in an array of exciting sizes:
 round 52":  15', 18', 21', 24', 27', 30', 33' 
 oval 52":   12' x 24', 15' x 24', 15' x 30', 18' x 33'

Product Warranties
The first 3 years of our pool warranties are covered 100% against manufacturer 
defects (the remainder of each warranty is prorated). The bottom rails receive a 
Lifetime 100% warranty. Pool & Frame - 25 Year Limited.
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