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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 

ADDRESS:  332 E William Street, Application Number HDC19-159 
 
DISTRICT:  East William Historic District  
 
REPORT DATE: September 12, 2019 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator  
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  September 9, 2019  
 
 

OWNER   APPLICANT   
 

Name: Gallatin Manor, LLC   Same 
Address: 409 S Division 
 Ann Arbor, MI 48104   
Phone: (734) 368-0256       
 
BACKGROUND:   The building known as the Washtenaw Apartments was constructed in 1925 
and replaced a large two-story dwelling. This 3 ½ story red brick apartment building features a 
stone base and trim, decorative stone front entry with Corinthian pilasters and faux arches, and 
six over one (on the front elevation) double hung windows in pairs and singles. The building is U 
shaped with a narrow center courtyard for light and ventilation.  
 
A January 2004 Ann Arbor Observer article written by Grace Shackman on Ann Arbor’s Oldest 
Apartments describes the Washtenaw Apartments: 

 
Washtenaw Apartments, at 322 East William, dates from 1925. 

Although a simple red-brick building, it has elegant touches, such as a 

decorated stone entrance and stone wreaths on top. Carl Wurster, who 

grew up on Division Street around the corner, remembers his dad 

saying that the place was being constructed from very shoddy materials 

and would never last--but almost eighty years later, it still stands. When 

finished, the building didn’t impinge very much on the lives of Carl 

and his sister, Elizabeth. Carl delivered papers there, and tenants 

occasionally rented spaces in the Wursters’ garage.  
 

 
 

In October, 2017 the HDC approved an application to alter nine window openings near ground 
level.  
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the south side East William Street, east of Hamilton Place 
and west of South Division.    
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to install a radon mitigation system on the 
west side of the building, near the street.  
 
 



F-3 (p. 2) 

APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation: 

(2)   The historic character of a property will be retained and 
preserved. The removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided.  

(9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new 
construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the 
massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect 
the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  

(10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction 
shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in 
the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property and its environment would be unimpaired. 

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 

Mechanical Systems 
Recommended: Installing a completely new mechanical system if required for the new use 
so that it causes the least alteration possible to the building's floor plan, the exterior 
elevations, and the least damage to the historic building material.  
 
Building Site 
Not Recommended: Introducing new construction onto the building site which is visually 
incompatible in terms of size, scale, design, materials, color and texture or which destroys 
historic relationships on the site.   

 
From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines: 
 

Mechanical Equipment 
Appropriate: installing mechanical equipment and wiring in locations on the roof, rear 
elevations, or in alleys, so they are not visible from a street.  

 

Installing vertical runs of ducts, pipes, and cables in the interior of the building in closets, 
service rooms, or wall cavities so they are not visible on the exterior.  
 
Painting mechanical equipment to blend with the historic building.  

 
STAFF FINDINGS 

 
1. Several apartments in the building tested high for radon levels. One is problematic in that 

the venting system would need to be installed on the front of the building, or near the 
front on the west side. Though the application describes both locations, mounting the 
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pipe and fan on the front elevation would not be appropriate and does not meet the Ann 
Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines. This report addresses the location on the side 
of the building that is shown in the photo mock-up.  
 

2. Radon mitigation (and other mechanical) units are typically a staff approval if they are not 
visible from the street and don’t negatively impact the historic building. Since this work 
does not meet those criteria it requires approval by the Historic District Commission.  
 

3. The size of the building makes venting a basement apartment out the roof by cutting 
through three upper apartments impractical. The proposed location is not ideal, but 
avoids the more decorative front façade and the corner that it turns. The attachments 
mention painting the pipe and fan, which is appropriate. It may be better to move the 
whole thing forward two feet to snug it up against the seam where the face brick and 
common brick meet.  
 

4. Building department staff will require more detailed drawings since this is a commercial 
building. They may have issues with the potential for vehicles to hit the radon unit. It 
should be noted that the width of the driveway will not allow bollards to be placed 
beneath the unit for protection.  

 
5. Staff recommends approval of this application, on the condition that the radon mitigation 

unit be painted to blend in with the brick, and that it be located no farther forward (closer 
to East William Street) than the end of the decorative stone band where the face brick 
and common brick meet.  

 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion below is only a suggestion. The Review 
Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the applicant on 
site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 332 
East William Street, a contributing structure in the East William Historic District, to install a 
radon mitigation unit on the west side of the building, with the following conditions: that the 
entire radon unit is painted to match the brick color, and that it is not located farther north 
than the seam where the decorative brick and the common brick meet. As conditioned, the 
work is compatible in exterior design, arrangement, materials, and relationship to the building 
and the surrounding area and meets The City of Ann Arbor Historic District Design 
Guidelines for mechanical equipment, and The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standards 2, 9 
and 10, and the guidelines for mechanical systems.  
 

MOTION WORKSHEET   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 332 E William 
Street in the East William Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
 



F-3 (p. 4) 

ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings, photos, specs 
 
332 E William Street (August 2016, ©Google streetview) 
 

 
 
 
 





 

 



 

 

 


















