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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 

ADDRESS:  542 Fourth Street, Application Number HDC19-142 
 
DISTRICT:  Old West Side Historic District  
 
REPORT DATE: September 12, 2019 

 
REPORT PREPARED BY: Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  September 9, 2019 
 

 OWNER                        APPLICANT    
 
Name:                   Martha Kinney Sedgwick  Same 
                   David Sedgwick    
Address:                   542 Fourth Street   
                   Ann Arbor, MI 48103  
Phone:                   (734) 668-1767 
 
  
BACKGROUND:   This two-story gable-front home features a full-width front porch. It was first 
occupied in 1895 by Fidel Schmidt, a carpenter. The address prior to 1898 was 40 Fourth 
Street. The single-story room on the south side was formerly a side porch with a smaller 
footprint, and there are two modern rear additions.  
 
Aerial photographs show that the driveway was a gravel two-track until the large addition to the 
house was built in the early 2000s. Around that time the existing asphalt on the first 18 feet of 
the driveway was added.  
 
On October 17, 2002 the HDC approved the replacement of three windows, and in July 2009 to 
replace damaged sashes in three windows.  
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the west side of 
Fourth Street, south of West Jefferson Street and north 
of West Madison Street.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to 
replace a gravel driveway with a concrete two-track 
driveway and repave a concrete walkway next to the 
house.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS  
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation: 
 

(1)  A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires 
minimal change to its distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships. 
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(2) The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved.  The removal of 

distinctive materials or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that 
characterize a property will be avoided. 

 
(10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property will be unimpaired. 

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 
 Building Site 

 
Recommended: Retaining the historic relationship between buildings, landscape 
features, and open space.  
 
Identifying, retaining, and preserving buildings and their features as well as features of 
the site that are important in defining its overall historic character. 
 
Not Recommended: Introducing new construction onto the building site which is visually 
incompatible in terms of size, scale, design, materials, color and texture or which 
destroys historic relationships on the site.  
 
Removing or radically changing buildings and their features or site features which are 
important in defining the overall historic character of the building site so that, as a result, 
the character is diminished.  

 
From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines (other Ann Arbor guidelines may 
also apply): 

 
Landscape Features 
 
Not Appropriate: Introducing any new building, streetscape, or landscape feature that is 
out of scale or otherwise inappropriate to the district’s historic character.  
 
Paved Areas 
 
Appropriate: On residential properties, retaining and maintaining existing historic 
driveways and curb cuts, including “two track” driveways and green space between the 
driveway and house.  
 

STAFF FINDINGS 
 

1. The homeowners report that the current gravel driveway is difficult to clean ice and snow 
from, which becomes a hazard. In spring the area near the backdoor becomes a bog in 
spring. Part of the project would involve removing 18 feet of existing asphalt on the east 
end of the drive (closest to the street).  
 

2. The proposed driveway is 69 feet long, with two 36” tracks and 40” of grass in between. 
Another 2’ of grass would replace compacted gravel between the southern track and the 
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concrete walkway. The 36” tracks are wider than historic two-track track widths and are 
therefore distinguished from historic two-tracks while better accommodating modern 
vehicle proportions.  

 
3. Staff recommends approval of the application. Concrete is an appropriate material and 

the two-track design is traditional while distinguished by its width. The design minimizes 
the amount of imperviousness and returns some compacted gravel to grass.  

 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion supports staff findings and is only a suggestion.  
The Review Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the 
applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 
542 Fourth Street, a contributing property in the Old West Side Historic District, to install 
a two-track driveway, as proposed. The work is compatible in exterior design, 
arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the surrounding resources and meets 
the Ann Arbor Historic District Guidelines for paved areas and landscape features, and 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, in particular standards 1, 2, 
and 10, and the guidelines for building site.  

 
MOTION WORKSHEET:   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 542 Fourth St 
in the Old West Side Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, description of work, photos, drawings. 
 
542 Fourth Street (2006 HDC File Photo) 

 


















