
College of Pharmacy Opportunity: Service & Research 
 
Name  Karen Farris 

Affiliation  Faculty 

Department/Program  Clinical Pharmacy..College of Pharmacy 

Interest  service delivery to the partner 

Project 

Expansion of an academic-community partnership: Ann Arbor Housing Commission and the 
University of Michigan - this is a service delivery opportunity that will lead to research in the 
future 

Goals 

Our long-term goal is to provide community-anchored clinical services and health promotion 
interventions for prevention and monitoring of chronic conditions, delivered by 
inter-professional student teams to improve the health of AAHC residents. 
1. Develop a Community Advisory Board (CAB). 
2. Expand the interprofessional services in AAHC locations. 
3. Identify an evidence-based intervention that meets AAHC resident needs. 

Deliverable/Partner 
Benefit 

ongoing. Expansion of this partnership will allow for the teams of interprofessional faculty and 
students to respond to community needs to improve health, mitigate health disparities, and 
advance social change. 

About the researcher 

Dr. Farris is the Charles R. Walgreen III Professor of Pharmacy Administration at the University 
of Michigan College of Pharmacy. She is Chair of the Department of Clinical Pharmacy. We 
have worked with Ann Arbor Housing Commission for about 18 months. 

Suitable for  We are already working with Ann Arbor Housing Commission. 

Time 
Commitment/Duratio
n:  We want this to be a long-term partnership. 10 years! 

Level of involvement 
by the Community 
Partner: 

We need the partner to meet with us 1-2 times per year, with Ginsberg. We need the partner to 
respond to up to 2 emails every 2-3 months. 

Space/Materials 
Needed 

We use space in the Baker Commons facility. Our Ginsberg/IPE grant provide supplies. The 
long term goal is that health professional colleges provide support for supplies. 

Student Engagement  student course for credit at 2 credit hour of independent study 

Deliverable/Partner 
Benefit  Helping us understand the partner needs at AAHC 

 
 



College of Pharmacy Opportunity: Course 
 
Name  Karen Farris 

Affiliation  Faculty 

Department/Program  Clinical Pharmacy..College of Pharmacy 

Project Type  Course 

Project Description 

In order to identify community health needs and potential opportunities for intervention, first- 
and third-year pharmacy students will interview stakeholders of AAHC, such as residents at 
AAHC properties, AAHC staff, and community organizations that provide services to residents 
of AAHC 

Goals  Identify future dissemination & implementation research opportunities 

About the instructor 
Karen Farris and Sarah Vordenberg. Sarah is a clinical associate professor in the college of 
pharmacy. 

Suitable for:  AAHC; public policy students 

Time 
Commitment/Duratio
n:  80-100 hours per semester for 6 pharmacy students 

Level of involvement 
by the Community 
Partner:  Participation and provide direction via responses 

Space/Materials 
Needed:  connections to staff at AAHC for interviews 

 


