
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES STAFF REPORT 
 

For Planning Commission Meeting of March 6, 2018 
 

SUBJECT: 2301 Highland Road Rezoning 
Project No. Z18-002 

 
 

 
PROPOSED CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MOTION 

 
                 The Ann Arbor City Planning Commission hereby recommends 
that the Mayor and City Council approve the zoning of 2301 Highland Road 
to R1A (Single-Family Dwelling District). 

 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends this petition be approved because the property is now owned privately with 
the intent to occupy the property by a single family.  
 

LOCATION 
  
This site is located on the north side of Highland Road between Regent Drive and Awixa Road.  
This site is in the Huron River Watershed. 
 
     DESCRIPTION OF PETITION   
 
The petitioner requests rezoning from PL (Public Land District) to R1A (Single-Family Dwelling 
District) zoning to accommodate single-family occupation.  The 4.52-acre site includes a single-
family home and numerous outbuildings.     
 

COMPARISON CHART 

 

 EXISTING PROPOSED REQUIRED/PERMITTED 

Zoning PL R1A R1A 

Gross Lot Area 4.52 acres 4.52 acres 20,000 sf 

Lot Width (Highland Rd)  166’  166’ 90’ min 

    

 
SURROUNDING LAND USES AND ZONING 

 

 LAND USE ZONING 

NORTH Arboretum PL (Public Land) 

EAST Single-family residential R1A 

SOUTH Single-family residential R1A & R1B 

WEST Single-family residential R1B 
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HISTORY AND PLANNING BACKGROUND 
 
The 12,000 square foot Inglis House was built in 1927 by James and Elizabeth Inglis, and 
designed by architect Lilburn “Woody” Woodworth. Elizabeth designed the surrounding gardens 
and landscape. James died in 1950, and in 1951 Elizabeth gave the house to the University and 
moved across the state. The University used the house for guests, dinners, and small group 
meetings. In December, 2017 the house was sold to a private owner.  
 
In May of 2017, the Ann Arbor City Council established the Inglis House Study Committee. The 
Committee researched the site and its history, and adopted the Inglis House Study Committee 
Report in October, 2017. The report recommended that City Council designate the site as a 
local historic district, which City Council declined to do. A link to photographs and the 2017 
Inglis House Study Committee Report are available at www.a2gov.org/hdc.  
 
In December of 2017 a land division was approved to divide the 9.06-acre parcel roughly in half, 
and attach the northern 4.54 acres to the Nichols Arboretum owned by the University of 
Michigan. The remaining southern 4.52 acres contains all of the buildings on the original parcel, 
and is the subject of this rezoning.  
 

STAFF COMMENTS 
 
Planning – The R1A (Single-family residential) zoning is appropriate for this parcel.  R1A zoning 
allows low-density, single-family dwellings as described in Chapter 55 (Zoning) Section 5:10.2. 
The Master Plan: Land Use Element recommends public and quasi-public uses for the site, 
which reflects the site’s previous ownership.  The surrounding residential areas are planned for 
single and two family residential. 
 
Engineering – City utilities are available to service the parcel, including a 6” water main, 8” 
sanitary sewer, and 12” storm sewer in Highland Road. Fire hydrant coverage does not meet 
city standards for the existing structure.  
 
Prepared by Jill Thacher 
Reviewed by Brett Lenart 
 
Attachments: Zoning/Parcel Maps 
   Aerial Photo 
   Site Survey 
          
c: Owner:  Marlee Brown 
   2884 Northwest Cumberland Road 
   Portland, Oregon 97210 
 
 Petitioner’s Agent: Dickinson Wright, PLLC 
    John Cameron 
    200 Ottawa Ave NW 
    Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
 
 City Assessor 
 Systems Planning  
 Project No. Z18-002 

http://www.a2gov.org/hdc
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