


























ANN ARBOR BUILDING BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

 Variance Hearing for 220 South Main Street, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
BBA17-001 (Parcel Identification Number: 09-09-29-143-002. 

 
Hearing date: February 16, 2017. 

 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

 
DESCRIPTION AND DISCUSSION 
 
220 Main LLC 
103 East Liberty Street, #207 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
 
Other interested parties: Synecdoche Design Group 
 
 
The building on this property is a commercial property 
 
 

STAFF FINDINGS 
 
Elizabeth Sauve the designer with Synecdoche Design Studio, has applied for an 
variance to the Plumbing Code section 405.3.2. The location for this construction is at 
Bar Star, which is located at 220 S. Main Street. The request for the variance is to 
provide a common area lavatory with water closets (toilet room) compartments. This 
function would allow the lavatories to be placed, in a common use area. 
 

CODE INTERPRETATION 
 

The Code Section 403.2 “Separate Facilities. Where plumbing fixtures are required, 
separate facilities shall be provided for each sex”.  
 
Exceptions: 

1. Separate facilities shall not be required for private facilities. 
2. Separate facilities shall not be required in structures or tenant spaces with a total 

occupant load, including both employees and customers, or 15 or fewer. 
3. Separate facilities shall not be required in mercantile occupancies in which the 

occupant load is 50 or fewer. 
 
The Code Section 405.3.2 “Public Lavatories. In employee and public toilet rooms, the 
required lavatory shall be located in the same room as the required water closet”. 
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Reviewing the above codes shows that separate facilities/room shall be provided for 
each sex and the each facility/room should have a lavatory in with the water closet.  
 
In summary, if each facility/bathroom does not have a water closet and lavatory for each 
sex, then the code has not been met.    
 
Please see the attached code sections for reference.   
 
Standards for Approval 
 
PA 230 Section 125.15.15 
Specific variance from code: breach of condition; permissible variance. 
Sec. 15. 

1. After a public hearing a board of appeals may grant a specific variance to a 
substantive requirement of the code if the literal application of the substantive 
requirement would result in an exceptional, practical difficulty to the applicant, and 
if both of the following requirements are satisfied: 

a. The performance of the particular item or part of the building or structure 
with respect to which the variance is granted shall be adequate for its 
intended use and shall not substantially deviate from performance required 
by the code of that particular item or part for the health, safety and welfare 
of the people of this state. 

b.  The specific condition justifying the variance shall be neither so general nor 
recurrent in nature as to make an amendment of the code with respect to 
the condition reasonably practical or desirable. 

 
     2.    A board of appeals may attach in writing any condition in connection with the  

 granting of a variance that in its judgement is necessary to protect the health, 
 safety and welfare of the people of this state. The breach of a condition shall            
automatically invalidate the variance and any permit, license and certificate    
granted on the basis of it. In no case shall more than a minimum variance from the 
code be granted than is necessary to alleviate the exceptional, practical difficulty. 

                  
 

 
 
 




























































































































