
 

 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
December 14, 2016 Regular Meeting 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 
 
Subject: ZBA16-026, 1503 Shadford Road 
 
Summary: 
 
Edwin R. Wier, property owner, requests permission to alter a non-conforming structure. 
Applicant is proposing to construct an 8-foot x 14 foot 9 inch covered porch area adjacent 
to the existing porch which is currently 23 feet 6 inches from the front property line. The 
porch will be located at the front of the residence and will total 118 square feet.  
 
Background: 
 
The property is zoned R1D which requires a 25-foot front setback. The size of the lot is 
6,621 square feet in area. The home was built in 1929 and is approximately 1,528 square 
feet in size. The residence contains four bedrooms and two bathrooms. There is also a 
two car detached garage that sits at the rear of the property.  
  
Description: 
 
The new roof and porch area will be constructed to the east of the existing porch. The 
new construction will be over an existing concrete footprint and there will be no new 
impervious surface added to the property. Applicant states that the new porch areas 
desired location over the existing foundation is to prevent moisture infiltration into the 
basement area below. 
 
Standards for Approval- Permission to Alter a Non-Conforming Structure 
 
The Zoning Board of Appeals has all the power granted by State law and by Section 5:98, 
from the City of Ann Arbor Zoning Ordinance.  The following criteria shall apply: 
 
 The alteration complies as nearly as practicable with the requirements of the 

Zoning Chapter and will not have a detrimental effect on neighboring 
property. 

 
Applicant states that the proposed construction will not have a negative impact on 
the surrounding properties or have a detrimental effect to the existing streetscape. 
The new porch will be constructed on the same building line as the existing porch 
and will not encroach any further into the front setback. 

 
 



Zoning Board of Appeals 
December 14, 2016  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Jon Barrett 
Zoning Coordinator 
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From: Janice Lieberman  
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2016 5:53 PM 
To: Barrett, Jon  
Subject: Support for Appeal #ZBA16-026 

 
I am writing in support of my neighbor's appeal to add a covered porch adjacent the porch that is already 
present in front of his home. I live across the street from Ed Wier. His home is attractive now, and I am 
confident that the project will not only maintain but further enhance his home's appearance. This covered 
porch won't even change the existing footprint or setback, as there is already a concrete slab there, and 
the adjacent covered porch does not seem close to the street or sidewalk at all. 
 
I am not able to attend the meeting on Wed. Dec. 14 but am hopeful you will include in the discussion my 
comments in support of this appeal. 
 
Janice Lieberman 
1504 Shadford Road 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734-761-7431 

 



From: Tom Borda  
Sent: Wednesday, December 07, 2016 9:38 PM 
To: Barrett, Jon   
Cc: Anne Borda   
Subject: Appeal ZBA16-026; 1503 Shadford Rd 

 

 

Hello, 

 

My wife (Anne, CC'ed) and I live at 1505 Shadford Rd.  We received the attached mailout 

regarding Ed Weir's appeal (ZBA16-026) on his property (1503 Shadford Rd).  Unfortunately we 

are unable to attend the meeting in person on Wed, Dec 14 at 6pm.  However, I wanted to write 

in full support of Ed and his desire to "alter a non-conforming structure" on his property.   

 

If his project will be "23 feet 6 inches from the front property line" but the property "requires a 

25-foot front setback", that will have no negative effect whatsoever on our property, and we have 

no concerns or reservations whatsoever with Ed wishing to pursue this.   

 

My wife and I also hope other property owners within 300 feet who received a similar mailout 

are supportive of this request.  Ed and his wife Judy are terrific neighbors and we hope they are 

able to pursue this home improvement project, and therefore we respectfully ask that City 

Council approve this request. 

 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me.  Thank you. 

 

All the best, 

 

Tom Borda 

1505 Shadford Rd 

Ann Arbor, MI 

 

 

 




