
ORDINANCE NO. ORD-11-25 
 

First Reading:  November 10, 2011   Published:  December 9, 2011 
 
Public Hearing:  December 5, 2011   Effective:   December 19, 2011 
 

OPEN SPACE AND PARKLANDPRESERVATION 
EXPAND THE GREENBELT DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

 
 
An Ordina nce to Amend S ections 3 :62 and 3:6 7 o f Chapter 42 , Open S pace and Pa rkland 
Preservation, Title III of the Code of the  Cit y of A nn A rbor to E xpand the  Greenbe lt D istrict 
Boundaries 
 

The City of Ann Arbor ordains: 

Section 1.  That Section 3:62 of Chapter 42 and the District Map, which, under the provisions of 
Section 3:62(13) accompanies Chapter 42 and made a part of Chapter 42,of Title III of the Code 
of the City of Ann Arbor be amended to read and describe the Greenbelt District as follows: 

3:62. - Definitions.  

For the  purpo ses of th is ch apter, the follo wing wo rds an d ph rases shall hav e the  me anings 
described i n this s ection un less t he context in wh ich t hey are u sed sp ecifically indicates 
otherwise:  

(1) Agricultural rights means an interest in and the right to use and possess land for the 
purposes and activit ies re lated to  ope n space, n atural h abitat, horticultural a nd other 
agricultural use or open space character.  

(2) Agricultural use means substantially undeveloped land devoted to  the production of 
plants and animals useful to humans, including fruits, nuts, vegetables, greenhouse plants, 
berries, he rbs, flowers, se eds, nu rsery st ock, gras ses, Christmas tree s and  lumber, 
forages and sod crops, grains and feed crops, dairy and dairy products, livestock (including 
breeding and grazing), poultry and poultry products and other similar uses and activities.  

(3) Application means the doc umentation an d info rmation s ubmitted to the  Cit y b y a  
landowner on the a pproved application form offe ring to se ll, donate or otherwise grant to 
the City a conservation easement, development rights or title to greenbelt district land.  

(4) City means the City of Ann Arbor.  

(5) Code means the Ann Arbor City Code.  

(6) Conservation easement mea ns a n on-possessory interest in real prop erty, which i s 
acquired in a ccordance with M CL 3 24.2140 et seq. fo r the purpo se of re taining and  
enhancing a griculture, preserving n atural, sce nic o r o pen s pace v alues of real p roperty; 
restricting or  preventing the development o r improvement of the lan d for p urposes o ther 
than agricultural production; or other like or similar purposes.  

(7) Development means an activity that materially alters or affects the existing conditions 
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or use o f an y land in a man ner that is inco nsistent w ith ag ricultural use or op en s pace 
character.  

(8) Development rights means an interest in and the right to use, divide or subdivide land 
for any and all residential, office, commercial, research, industrial, or other use, purposes 
or activities  including i ntensive an imal hus bandry operations, no t incident to  ag ricultural 
use or open space character.  

(9) Other eligible land means land that has a common property line with agricultural land 
from whic h de velopment rig hts have been pu rchased an d th at is no t divided from th at 
agricultural land by a state or federal limited access highway  

(10) Fair market value purchase means transfer of full ownership to  the City based on a  
qualified appraisal.  

(11) Full ownership means fee simple title.  

(12) Greenbelt advisory commission means the co mmission formed pursu ant to this 
chapter to advise the City Council in the selection of greenbelt district lands.  

(13) Greenbelt district is the land area surrounding th e City  of  Ann Arbo r in which  the 
Greenbelt Advisory Commission shall exercise its powers as provided by this Chapter; the 
boundaries of which are hereby e stablished a nd tra verse th e fo llowing townships as  
follows:  

a.) Lodi T ownship - th at portion o f la nd loc ated w ithin Se ctions 1— 34 and 109—
1516, and  21-24, R5 E, and  l ying E ast AND WEST  of Ze eb Road an d N orth of W. 
TEXTILE Pleasant Lake Road.  

b.) Pittsfield Township - that portion of land located within Section 1, 12—24, and to 
the e xtent not inc orporated within the Cit y, S ections 6 -8, R6 3, an d l ying N orth o f 
Textile Road.  

c.) Scio Township - th at portion of land located within Sections 1—4, 9-16 , 21—28 
and 33—36, R5E, and lying west of Zeeb Road. 

d.) Ann Arbor Township all that porti on of land within Sections 1—8, 12-13, and to 
the extent not incorporated within the City, Sections 9—11, 14, 23—25, and 36, R6E, 
being all the land within the known and designated boundaries of the Township.  

e.) Superior Township— that portion of land located within Section 3—10, 15—22, 
and 27—34, R7E, and lying east of Prospect Road. 

f.) Webster Township - th at portion o f land l ocated wi thin Sec tions 21 —28 an d 
33—36, R5E, and lying South of 5 Mile Road and west of Zeeb Road.  

g.) Northfield Township -that portion o f land located with in Sections 19—36, R6E, 
and lying South of 5 Mile Road. 

h.) Salem Township - that portion of land located within Sections 19—3622,and 27-
34, R7E, and lying South of 5 Mile Road and west of Curtis Road.  

and as shown on the district map which accompanies this chapter, and which, with all 
notations, references, and other information show thereon, shall be as much a part of 



this chapter as if fully described herein; and from which, applications for purchases of 
land and conservation easements will be considered.  

(14) Governmental agency means the United States or any agency thereof, the State of 
Michigan or any agency thereof or any municipal corporation.  

(15) Open space character or open space use me ans substantially undeveloped l and 
devoted to (a) the m aintenance or enh ancement of natural processes (e.g. water qu ality, 
plant and wildlife habitat, groundwater recharge), (b) scenic enjoyment of the public or (c) 
otherwise satisfying the standards of sections 5:51 of the Code.  

(16) Owner means the individual or individuals having fee simple title to the eligible land.  

(17) Parcel means all property under a single ownership that is included in an application.  

(18) Parkland means all property undeveloped and developed dedicated for the use of the 
public as a park.  

(19) Parks advisory commission means the commission established by resolution of City 
Council to advise the City Council in the planning, selection, and management of parkland 
within and outside the City.  

(20) Permitted use means any use contained within a conservation easement essential to 
the agricultural use or which does not alter the open space character or natural features of 
the land.  

(21) Qualified appraisal means an  ap praisal don e in  c onformance with the  standards in 
Section 1:320 of the Code.  

(22) Residential development rights me ans th e ri ght to  sell  p ortion of a parcel, or to  
construct a  residence and related accessory b uildings s uch a s a garage or sh ed on  a  
parcel, for residential u ses n ot related to  th e agricu ltural u se, open sp ace character or 
natural features of the parcel.  

(23) Substantially undeveloped land mea ns la nd o n wh ich there is  no mo re th an one  
residential dwelling unit and related accessory buildings such as a garage or shed for each 
40 a cres of lan d. Fo r p arcels les s than  40  acre s in  e xistence prior to the  date of this 
chapter, a nd wh ich c annot b e jo ined to  a larger co ntiguous parce l, su bstantially 
undeveloped land means land on wh ich there is no more than  1 residential dwelling un it 
and related accessory buildings for the parcel.  

 
Section 2.  T hat Section 3 :67 of Chapter 42 of Title III of the Code of the City of A nn Arbor be 
amended to read as follows: 

3:67. - Greenbelt district land; description of greenbelt district.  

Land and land rights voluntarily acquired under the provisions of this Ordinance shall include:  

(1) Land ou tside the  inco rporated bound aries o f the  Cit y of A nn A rbor within th e 
Greenbelt District; except that a P arcel either dissected b y the  Greenbelt Distr ict 
boundaries, or contiguous to the Greenbelt District boundary and a parcel under the same 
ownership within the Greenbelt District as d efined in Se ction 3:62(13) may be acquired in 



its entirety in the same manner under the provisions of this Ordinance as if the Parcel was 
within the Greenbelt District.  

(2) Nothing i n thi s Section al ters o r i s in tended to a lter t he designation of ex isting and 
future areas of th e City  under Section 5:10.1 o f the Code as AG-agricultural-open space 
district.  

 

Section 3 .  In the e vent any co urt of co mpetent ju risdiction shall hold a ny provi sion o f this  
Ordinance invalid or u nenforceable, such ho lding shall no t invalidate o r render unenforceable 
any other provision thereof. 

Section 4.  This Ordinance shall take effect ten days after passage and publication. 
 

C E R T I F I C A T I O N  

 

I hereby certify that the fore going ordinance was adopted by the Council of the Cit y of 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, at its regular session of December 5, 2011. 

 

              

       J acqueline Beaudry, City Clerk 

    

 Date 

     

John Hieftje, Mayor 

 

I he reby c ertify th at the foregoing or dinance rec eived leg al publication on the City 
Clerk’s Webpage on December 8, 2011. 

 

              

       J acqueline Beaudry, City Clerk 


