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Agenda

1. Icebreaker: Who has seen the rain 
garden sign?

2. Program Objective
3. Results 
4. Is this equitable?
5. What stops people?
6. Program elements 
7. Parade of pretty gardens
8. Your suggestions & comments?



Program Goal

ÅMake vegetative infiltration the 
norm for landscaping practices in 
Washtenaw County

Introduction:



More specifically . . .

ÅGet Rain Gardens Built

MS4 water quality permit compliance in:
1. Public Education & Outreach

2. Post-Construction Runoff Control implementation

Ann Arbor has an ordinance requiring rain gardens on new 
construction. But my program focuses on voluntary action.

Introduction:



Erin said you are interested in. . .

ÅBiodiversity

ÅWater Quality

That is baked into everything we do.

Introduction:



Google Maps

Where will we put Green Infrastructure?: Retrofits



Last year

Benefits: Rain gardens get built!

*not including 53 MRG trained landscaper installed RGs



>2,100
Total

Benefits: Rain gardens get built!

*including 804 MRG trained landscaper installed RGs



Regional: Communities Trained to offer MRG classes

ÅDetroit Metro Area Huron, Raisin, 

Clinton & Rouge River Watershed Counci

ls, Oakland Co., & Washtenaw Co Water 

Resources

ÅCleveland Metroparks, 

Cuyahoga,  Lake, Summit SWCD & 

Chagrin Watershed Partners, Regional 

Sewer District, NEOPIPE & Ohio EPA

ÅColumbus SWCD

ÅCincinnati SWCD in Ohio, Kentucky, 

Indiana. Hamilton, Butler, Warren, and 
Clermont Counties in Ohio, and Boone, 
Kenton, and Campbell Counties in 
Northern Kentucky. The OKI Regional 
Council of Governments & Metropolitan 
Sewerage District.

ÅCity of Toledo Rain Garden 

Initiative Partnership

ÅSaginaw Chippewa Tribe Mt 

Pleasant, MI

ÅKalamazoo River Watershed Council 

& Nature Center

ÅCanada Green Communities Canada

Detroit

Toledo
Cleveland

Cincinnati

Colombus

CanadaKalamazoo

Mt Pleasant





Rain Garden by Denise Held, Master Rain Gardener

Photo by Susan Bryan

Introduction: This is a rain garden



Introduction: Identifying Barriers

Photo credit: Steven Kronenberg. Some of the labor he recruited to build his rain garden. 



Sharon Sheldon,
MRG 2012



Steven Kronenberg, rain gardener

How are rain gardens built? Hard work!
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How are rain gardens built? Hard work!



How are rain gardens built? Hard work!

Steven Kronenberg, rain gardener

Yikes!



How are rain gardens built? Hard work!

Steven Kronenberg, rain gardener


