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UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE
(CONFLICTING LAND USE BUFFER)

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 5.20.3, 5.20.4 AND 5.20.6 OF CHAPTER 55
(UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE) OF TITLE V OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ANN
ARBOR - Conflicting Land Use Buffer

The City of Ann Arbor ordains:

Section 1. That Section 5.20.3 of Chapter 55 (Unified Development Code) of Title V of
the Code of the City of Ann Arbor be amended as follows:

Vehicular Use Area Screening, Landscaping and Sereening-Buffering

Vehicular Use

Areas shall kave-provide the following screening, landscaping and

sereentngbuffering:

A.

Right-ef~Way-Screening from Right-of-Way

Vehicular Use Areas that—a+esha11 be screened where V1s1ble from a Public nght of -Way

as f()llows

1. Minimuwm-Width

A landseaped-bufferscreening strip must-be-at least ten feet in width between the
vehicular use area and the public right-of-way. If thereds-an existing Building-er
Vehicular Use Area_is located within the required ten-foot landseape
bufferscreening strip, the landseape-butter-strip may-must have an average of ten
teet in width ever-the-entire length-otthe required-butterarear-with no specific
location aleng-the-butter-being less than five feet in width.

2. Plantings-Trees

One deciduous shade or evergreen tree mustbeinstalled-planted inthe

landseape-butter-areafor every 30 feet or fraction thereof of Publie Right-ot-Way
Sﬂﬁet—Efeﬂt—ag&e{—t}J:eJ%eh*eH}&FH%%Feathc screening StI‘lD length

o5
JBespaced no more than 50 feet apart on Center

3. Continuous Screening

A hedge, dense-shrub-planting; landform berm, or wall, or combination of those

teatures, forming a continuous screen at least 30 inches in height above the



Vehlcular Use Area grade 5 %qm%ed%—%he—bﬂﬁfeﬁe{—ﬂ-p—&eﬂ—fe—pfeﬂée
eluﬁeﬁ—e%gmuﬁmgs—h—eﬁee&%ged—lfa wall is used it shall be a maximum of

30 inches, set back at least four feet from the Lot Line, and have with-ene-36-
weh-a minimum 15-inch high shrub provided for every four lineal feet, planted
on the street side of the wall.

4. Exception

This section shall only apply to an alley when the alley separates a vehicular use

area from a residential zoning district.

B. Landscaping (Interior Landscape Islands)

Vehicular Use Areas greaterthan-3;300-squareteetshall-containprotecteddandseape

TABLE 5.20-1: INTERIOR LANDSCAPE AREAS

EANDSEAPEAREA/VEHEHEAR USEAREA RATIO OF ISLAND
VEHICULAR USE AREA (SQUARE FEET) EE—
AREA TO VEHICULAR USE AREA (SQUARE FEET)
Less than 3,000 None
3,300——49,999 square-feet 1:20 square-feet
50,000———149,999 seare-feet 1:15 square-feet
150,000 seare-feet and over 1:10 setrareteet
2. Minimum Island Dimensions

Clie—meet—the—Fequa-Femeﬂ%s—e%—Hﬂﬂ—seeHeﬁ—eaehEach interior landscape island

shall have at least 165 square feet in area; and a minimum dimension-of eight feet
in anyflﬁeeaeﬂ dlmenslon—aﬂd—sﬁaﬂ—me}&ele—aﬂea&%eﬂ&éee}dueﬂs—shade—&ee

3. Island Placement and Design

a. Anylandseaped-arealoeated-outsidelnterior islands shall be
within the perimeter of the Vehicular Use Area-will-neteount
toward-satisfying thisrequirement. Landseaped-areas-withinthe
eorners-of-the Vehienlar Use Areamay be-eountedupCorner

1slands shall have at least 50% of its perimeter abutting the
vehicular use area, subject to a maximum of 200 square feet for
cach corner—s—tearene—destdhsmJndeeec i teentod e




1 R : 50% of 1} :  the lands
cornermmust abut the Uehienlaf I If‘e Aicea to be GBHS‘].FJBFEGI S

) or landse land.
b. Islands shall be located to separate every A-snaximumof-15

Parkmg Spaces or fewer, or a%e—aﬂewed—m—a—paﬂemg—mawﬁ—heﬁ{

20 eentintous-Parking Spaces will-bepermittedif the island is also

used for bioretention as required in paragraph ¢ below.

C. When the total area required in interior landscape islands per Table
5.20-1 for all-efthe Vehiewdar Use-Areason-Site-exceeds 750 square

feet, at least 50% of the areain-therequired interior landscape area
must be depressed Bioretention areas and utilized for stormwater

management. Depressed Bioretention areas can be used to meet the
stormwater pretreatment requirements in Section 5.22-522-. When

4. Required Deciduous Trees

a. Each island shall have a minimum of 1 deciduous tree; and

e:b.  The total number of trees reqtiredintheintertorlandseaped
o ; | I ; Cenets : i ;
ef requiredintertortandseapedisiandprovided shall equal one for
each 250 square feet or fraction thereof of required interior
landscape island area.

5. Existing Tree Credits

Additional credit toward required #terter-trees may be obtained for existing
trees that measure a minimum of eight inches in Diameter at Breast Height
(DBH) that are preserved within the Vehicular Use Area or within 15 feet of and
on the same parcel as the Vehicular Use Area. Each eight inches or fraction of
eight inches of DBH of any healthy existing tree that is preserved may be
deemed equivalent to one required interior island tree. Up to 50% of the
requirements of Stubseetion-5-Required Deciduous Trees may be satistied by

preserving existing trees which meet the standards of this subseetienparagraph.
Additional credit allowed by this subsection is in addition to the credit allowed
for existing vegetation used to meet the requirements of Section 5.20.7.L.




6. Snow Pile Provisions

Provisions shall be made for snow pile storage locations such that they do not

damage required plantings-ner-diminishrequiredparkingeapaeity.

Section 2. That Section 5.20.4 of Chapter 55 (Unified Development Code) of Title V of
the Code of the City of Ann Arbor be amended as follows:

5.20.4 Ceonflietingland-UsePublic Park and District Buffers

A buffer shall be required where a parcel or portion thereof that is not in a residential

district abuts a public park or a parcel that is in a residential district as follows:

1. Width

A landscaped bufter strip srust-shall be at least 15 feet wide. If there is an
existing Building or Vehicular Use Area located within the required-15-—foot
landseape-butter-stripwidth, the landseape-buffer strip may have an average of 15
feet in width everthe-entirelength-of the required-buffer-area;-with no specific
location aleng-the-bufferstrip-being less than 8 feet in width.

2. PlantingsTrees

One tree must be planted for each 15 feet or fraction thereot of abutting land
spaced between 15 feet and 30 feet apart on center. At least 50% of the trees

w&hm—%he—eeﬁﬂ—iekmg—kaﬂd—&se—bﬂﬂfe%shall be evergreen. Arrangement of trees in
clusters or groupings is encouraged ;-butin-all-easesshall- be betweent5teetand

3o-teetaparton—ecenter—LPlantings-and should be placed to obscure the view of

new Buildings from any existing Building windows or patio areas on adjacent




propertles G&eeﬁ—kheww—be%weeﬁ%tﬂémgs—eh&%aﬂ%ed—&%ﬂmeﬁ%&e

3. Continuous Screening

A hedge, landform berm, wall or; Fence, or combination of those features,

formlng a Contlnuous screen at least four feet high. Fe%pafee}s—pﬂﬂel-pal—ly—useé

Section 3. That Section 5.20.6 of Chapter 55 (Unified Development Code) of Title V of
the Code of the City of Ann Arbor be amended as follows:

5.20.6 Refuse/ Recycllng/ Compost Container Screening

Containers, carts, and dumpsters for solid waste, recycling, or

compost, stored outside of a Building fe%eﬂaeﬁﬂm—Smg%e—E&mﬂ-y—aﬁd—Pwe-Pafﬁﬂ-thweﬂmg

Shall be—selceeﬂedprow’lde the followmg screemng and buﬁermg frem—wew—ffem—aﬂy—adjﬂeeﬁ{

A. Screening

A six-foot high opaque wall or Fence surrounding the storage area of the containers,
carts, and dumpsters.

B. Buffering

In addition to screening as required above, for storage areas of containers, carts and
dumpsters visible from a Public Right-of=Way, excluding an Alley, adjacent to a public
park, or adjacent to a residential zoning district, a buffer consisting of the following
shall be provided:

1. Width
A buffer strip at least 15 feet in width.

2. Trees

One tree for each 15 feet or fraction thereof spaced between 15 feet and 30 feet
apart. At least 50% of the trees shall be evergreen.

C. Single-Family and Two-Family Dwelling Exception

Screening or buffering is not required for containers or carts stored on a parcel
containing a Single-Family or Two-Family Dwelling.

Section 4. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in full force on and after ten days
from legal publication.



CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance was adopted by the Council of the City of
Ann Arbor, Michigan, at its regular session of February 20, 2024.

(Date)

Jacqueline Beaudry, Ann Arbor City Clerk

Christopher Taylor, Mayor of the City of Ann Arbor

| hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance received legal publication in the
Washtenaw Legal News on February 29, 2024.

Jacqueline Beaudry, Ann Arbor City Clerk



