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Liberty Plaza + American Rescue Plan Act Funds =
Activation

Jessica Black, Recreation Supervisor

Cobblestone Farm, Park Rentals, Special Events and 

Parks Customer Service Office

www.a2gov.org/libertyplaza
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Timeline 2022
• February/March 

• Staff discussions & 
brainstorming about how to 
activate Liberty Plaza

• May/June 
• ARPA funding confirmed and 

temporary position created
• July 

• Liberty Plaza activation added 
to my responsibilities

• August through today
• A blur of events and visits to 

Liberty Plaza!
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Immediate Action Items (physical)
Open the sightlines throughout the Park

• Trimmed tree limbs 
• Removed one unhealthy tree

• Removed tables and stools

• Removed damaged historical marker

Create a welcoming space

• Power wash all hard surfaces

• Added temporary decorative lighting

• Daily trash picking

www.a2gov.org/libertyplaza
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Future Action Items (physical)

• Permanent decorative lighting and electrical

• Public Art

• Park signage

• Update landscape beds & plantings

• Replace damaged historical marker

• Outdoor storage shed

• Public Wi-Fi
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2019 Events
13 unique events hosted on 105 separate days

2021 Events
11 unique events hosted on 50 separate days 
COVID-19 limits on gatherings

2022 Events
18 unique events hosted on 89 separate days
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Event Support 
• Signage designed, printed, laminated and in-house
• Bagged parking meters
• Event related items available from Parks or 

coordinated through rental companies

Event Promotion & Marketing
• GovDelivery
• Social Media Posts
• NextDoor events and posts
• September 2022 Ann Arbor Observer article 
• Liberty Plaza website

Event Challenges
• Mid-Summer start/launch
• Staff
• Organizers not sure of what they need or want for 

events
• Short timeline for planning events
• Lack of onsite storage

www.a2gov.org/libertyplaza



www.a2gov.org/parks

August 25 & 26 2022

Annual free event – 2018, 2019 and 2022 – showcasing 

local professional dancers.  

shape // matter
Movement Showcase
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September 1 - 4 2022

1994 school bus converted into a mobile sewing factory traveling 

around the United States selling hands-on custom sandals and 

providing free sandal repairs.

Chaco Sandals
Fit For Adventure Tour
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www.a2gov.org/parks

September 8, 2022  

U of M CEW+ are neighbors to Liberty Plaza. U of M CEW+
Welcome event for scholarship & fellowship recipients.
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Public Protests
& Political Events

www.a2gov.org/libertyplaza

August 13, 2022 Sunrise Movement Ann Arbor - Concert to 

Shutdown Line 5

September 25, 2022 Public Power in the Plaza

October 8, 2022 Women’s March Ann Arbor
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Thursdays September 15 – October 20, 2022

Free event hosted by Whoa Silent Disco, locally owned small 

business.  Headsets worn with three playlists to chose from. 
Whoa Silent Disco
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• Liberty Plaza Holiday Gift Market
• Friday Dec. 2, 5 - 9 p.m.

• Washtenaw County Shelter Association Hustle for Housing

• Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot

• Chanukah Menorah Lighting event

• Vineyard Church of Ann Arbor Friday Night Homeless Ministry

Still to come in 2022
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Thank you for supporting Liberty Plaza
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