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ANN ARBOR

BUILDING BOARD OF APPEALS

• TEMPORARY EGRESS FROM THE MICHIGAN 
THEATER SCREENING ROOM ON 616 E 
WASHINGTON STREET DURING A 
PORTION OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
HIGH RISE.

BBA22-202
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AERIAL VIEW OF EXISTING CONDITION

2

MT Screening Room

• Type IIIB Construction

• To remain fully sprinklered

during construction temp tie 

into 630 building.

• Now completely on the 616 

E Washington property, 

previously was it’s own 

property mid block. All exits 

to the public right away 

were through the buildings to 

the north.



3

PLAN OF EXISTING SCREENING ROOM

EXISTING EXIT EXISTING EXIT

EXISTING 3 HOUR WALL

NEW 3 HOUR WALL FIRE WALL ON PROPERTY LINE

• Currently exit to the north across the 

property to the north



SECTION THROUGH SCREENING ROOM
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SCREENING ROOM IS CLOSED DURING CONSTRUCTION OF NEW FIRE WALL 

(APPROX. 6-8 WEEKS)

5

SCREENING ROOM CLOSED 

FOR CONSTRUCTION OF 3 

HOUR FIRE WALL

• The screening room 

will close for 

approximately 6-8 

weeks while the 

construction of the 

new 3 hour fire 

wall is installed. 

There will be no use 

of this space from 

the Michigan 

Theater.



PROPOSED EXITING DURING TEMP MEANS OF EGRESS (APPROX. 180 DAYS)
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• The screening room 

will reopen after 

the 3 hour wall is 

constructed, a temp 

hallway connecting 

the screening room 

to the restrooms will 

be constructed on 

the 616 site and 

the screening room 

will be limited to 

49 occupants.

• There will be two

exits from the

corridor, one into 

the MT and other 

into the 630 

restrooms. 



PROPOSED EXITING DURING THE DURATION OF CONSTRUCTION
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VARIOUS EGRESS 

ROUTES FROM 

THE NORTH 

EGRESS DOOR 

THROUGH THE 

CONSTRUCTION 

SITE WILL BE 

MAINTAINED PER 

SECTION 3306 

PROTECTION OF 

PEDESTRIANS, 

ONCE LEVEL 5 

FLOOR SLAB HAS 

BEEN 

COMPLETED.



EXITING AFTER CONSTRUCTION IS COMPLETE
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NO CONSTRUCTION WILL OCCUR OVER THE SCREENING ROOM
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SCREENING ROOM TEMP EXITING PLAN
AFTER

EXITING THE

SCREENING 

ROOM, FROM 

THE 

CORRIDOR, 

YOU CAN 

EGRESS 

THROUGH 

THE MT 

LOBBY OR 

THROUGH 

THE 630 

BUILDING.
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SCREENING ROOM, MICHIGAN THEATER AND 630 RESTROOM PLAN



SCHEDULE OF CONSTRUCTION



CONSTRUCTION DURATION (*TIMELINE SUBJECT TO CHANGE SLIGHTLY AS NO PERMITS HAVE BEEN IS SUED)
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STAGE 1 TWO EXITS ON 616 PROPERTY OUT OF 

SCREENING ROOM

Current-10/22

STAGE 2 CONSTRUCT NEW 3 HOUR FIRE WALL AT 

SOUTH FAÇADE OF SCREENING ROOM-

SCREENING ROOM CLOSED

10/22-12/22

STAGE 3 LIMIT SCREENING ROOM TO 49 

OCCUPANTS- EXIT THROUGH MICHIGAN 

THEATER AND 630 RESTROOMS

1/23-6/23 

(approx.180 days)

STAGE 4 ONE EXIT ON 616 PROPERTY OUT OF 

SCREENING ROOM AND ONE THROUGH 

MICHIGAN THEATER/ 630 RESTROOMS

7/23-8/24

STAGE 5 TWO EXITS ON 616 PROPERTY OUT OF 

SCREENING ROOM PER APPROVED 

PERMIT PLAN

8/24 Construction 

Completion



FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEM



FIRE SUPPRESSION

15

The fire suppression of the Michigan Theater screening room will 
be disconnected from the Cadillac Building when it is demo’d and 
while the screening room is closed, work will be done to 
temporarily connect the fire suppression system to the new 630 
Building until the fire suppression system is running in the 616 
Building.

FIRE SUPPRESSION IN OPERATION 630



OCCUPANT LOAD



MAXIMUM OCCUPANT LOAD

The screening room has occupancy for egress of 257 in it’s
current configuration based on the original code plans. 
This occupancy would not be allowed in the Screening 
Room until 2 means of egress are in place. This would
include an exit to the north through 616.

Total Screening Room Occupancy

17

A posted maximum occupancy will be displayed per MBC 1004.3 and the Michigan 
Theater will track ticket sales as to not allow more than 49 occupants within the screening 
room building at one time. Staff will be educated and directed to maintain this 
occupancy. This would be a temporary limit for approximately 180 days.

Limiting occupant load

257

49



EXIT TRAVEL DISTANCE



EXIT TRAVEL DISTANCE

19

The travel distance out of screening room to the exterior doors in 
the Michigan Theater Lobby and 630 Building is less than 250’ of 
overall travel distance. During that path, an occupants have two 
routes that are less than 75’ before entering a 3 hr rated corridor, 
passing through a 3 hr rated door and clearly seeing the exit 
doors within the Lobby of the Michigan Theater.  They can also exit 
through the new 630 Washington Building in a Type IA construction 
with a fully functioning sprinkler system and 3 hour rated walls 
and ceiling. 

TRAVEL DISTANCE
141’-

211’



SAFEGUARDS DURING CONSTRUCTION



SAFE GUARDS DURING CONSTRUCTION

CHAPTER 33

21



LETTER FROM RUSS COLLINS



SUPPORT FROM THE 

MICHIGAN THEATER
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