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 ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
 

Staff Report 
 

ADDRESS: 301 N Fifth Avenue, Application Number HDC21-347 
 
DISTRICT:  Old Fourth Ward Historic District  
 
REPORT DATE: December 9, 2021 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY: Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:   Monday, December 6, 2021 
 

OWNER   APPLICANT   
Name: WRE300 LLC   Mark Chalou 
 Jeffrey Starman 
Address: 230 Huronview Blvd   3458 E. Pineview Drive 
 Ann Arbor MI 48103   Dexter, MI 48130 
Phone: (734) 369-2100   (734) 320-1215 
  
 
LOCATION: The site is located at the northwest 
corner of North Fifth Avenue and Catherine Street. It 
is part of a larger parcel that also has frontage on 
Detroit Street.  
  
BACKGROUND: This two story, brick Italianate barn 
features a wood hayloft door in the second story, 
double-hung windows with stone sills and brick 
arched window hoods accented with stone, and 
bears the date 1887 in the front gable. Known as 
Baumgardner’s Barn, it is the only remaining 
structure from John Baumgardner’s Marble Works, 
which specialized in tombstones, sidewalks, and sills 
and lintels for buildings. The building later became 
the horse stable for the Wurster Dairy and in the 
1950s was used for a used car dealership. In 1978, 
the garage door on the east elevation was replaced 
with a door and window after a car crashed into the southeast corner of the building. 
 
On September 13, 2012 the HDC approved a sign mounted on the southeast corner of the 
building for the previous tenant, Jessica’s Apothecary.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to install a neon sign on the southeast 
corner of the building.    
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 
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(9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy 
historic materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated 
from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural 
features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 

Storefronts 
 
Not Recommended: Introducing a new design that is incompatible in size, scale, material, 
and color; using inappropriately scaled signs and logos or other types of signs that obscure, 
damage, or destroy remaining character-defining features of the historic building; using new 
illuminated signs. 

 
From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines: 
 

Signs 
 

Appropriate:  Installing signage that is compatible in size, style, material, and appearance to 
the historic resource and district.  
 
Installing signage that is subordinate to the overall building composition. 
 
Not Appropriate: Installing signs that have interior illumination or are backlit. 
 

STAFF FINDINGS:  
 

1. There is currently no signage on this building. The proposed sign is a 36” diameter 
circle that is 18” deep, with a  6.6” letter N (for north) on the top. Each face has a 
compass rose with two neon circles, a neon star, and neon music note. The sign is 
held by a metal arm and attached to the corner of the building by a bracket installed 
into mortar joints.  

 
2. The drawings are not consistent. Staff is basing findings on the most recent drawing 

with the compass rose, and has requested updated drawings from the applicant.  
 

3. This circular sign (not counting the N) is 7.1 square feet. This is smaller than the 
previous sign, which was closer to 9 square feet for the rectangular part (without the 
large J on the top). Because this sign has neon, it requires approval by the HDC.  
 

4. Staff believes the new sign is appropriate and meets the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards and Guidelines, and the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines.  
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POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion is only a suggestion.  The Review Committee, 
consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the applicant on site and then 
make a recommendation at the meeting.)   
 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 301 N 
Fifth Avenue, a contributing property in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District, to install a new 
neon business sign, mounted in mortar joints, as proposed. The work is compatible in exterior 
design, arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the building and the 
surrounding area and meets the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines for signs, and The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic 
Buildings, in particular standard 9 and the guidelines for storefronts.  
 
MOTION WORKSHEET:   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 301 N Fifth 
Avenue in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, photos, drawings 
 
301 N Fifth Ave (November 2020 Google Street View) 
 



WRE300 LLC

48104 734 369-2100 jstarman@wickfieldproperties.com

230 Huronview Blvd Ann Arbor MI, 48103

Jeffrey S. Starman 12/21/21
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