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Subject: In support of the comprehensive plan - comments with citations
Attachments: 2023 Been et al.pdf; 2010 Diez Roux and Mair - Neighborhoods and health.pdf; 

20250429 Planning Commission Comments with Citations Bassiouni.pdf

From: Sarah B  
Sent: Tuesday, April 29, 2025 11:54 PM 
To: Planning <Planning@a2gov.org>; Disch, Lisa <LDisch@a2gov.org> 
Subject: In support of the comprehensive plan - comments with citations 

Dear Ann Arbor City Planning Commission, 

I hope this email finds you well! I had the privilege of sharing my comments earlier today in-person and I 
am sending you these comments with associated citations, per Commissioner Disch's request (see 
attached pdf). 

Given that some of the references may be behind paywalls, I have attached two key ones (Diez Roux and 
Mair, 2010; Been et al., 2023) to this email as pdfs; if there are any issues accessing other citations, let 
me know and I can send along those pdfs as well. 

Best, 
Sarah 
......................................................................... 

Sarah S. Bassiouni, MPH, PBT(ASCP) 
Ph.D. Candidate in Epidemiologic Science 
Rackham Merit Fellow 
University of Michigan School of Public Health 

Pronouns: she/any. In the spirit of solidarity, I acknowledge and honor the Meškwahki·aša·hina, Peoria, Anishinabewaki ᐊᓂᔑᓈᐯᐗᑭ, and Bodwéwadmi 
(Potawatomi) and all of the original Indigenous Peoples of the land upon which the University of Michigan stands. (Whose land are you on?)
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Ann Arbor City Planning Commission Meeting 
Tuesday, April 29, 2025 
 
Good evening, everyone. Thank you, members of the Planning Commission, for all that you do.  
 
My name is Sarah Bassiouni, pronouns she/any. I'm a third year doctoral candidate in the Department of 
Epidemiology here at the University of Michigan. I currently live at 139 Ashley Mews Dr with my 
partner and I have previously rented in Ann Arbor. I speak in support of the Comprehensive Plan.  
 
I'm trained as a scientist and an epidemiologist. I could wax on about the growing body of evidence that 
describes the critical role neighborhoods play in our lives and the advantages of increased density.1–14 
But in respect of time, I'm going to focus instead on my experience as a human being who has lived in a 
society her whole life and who believes that “rising tides lift all boats.”15  
 
Born and bred in the Midwest, I moved to California after completing my Master of Public Health 
degree from Michigan in 2016. When I was moving back to Ann Arbor for my PhD in 2022, I compared 
prices and my one bedroom apartment in San Diego that I had negotiated down to an “affordable” rent 
of $1,485 a month was in many cases cheaper than a one bedroom here in Ann Arbor, especially on my 
measly graduate student stipend. I was shocked. 
 
Because of experiences like that, I was previously very skeptical that building more housing would be 
better. For me, I was focused on the adjective "affordable": if new housing were not affordable, wouldn't 
we be in the same boat as before, if not worse? Wouldn’t we see the gap between the richest and the 
poorest among us widen? 
 
But since then I've spoken with people and I've done a lot of research (I am a graduate student after all) 
and now I speak with full-throated support of more housing, and not just low-rise housing, but mid-rise 
and high-rise housing, duplexes, triplexes, and other multi-family styles. The data shows that having 
more housing, both affordable and market-rate, helps to drop housing costs.16–27 We know this, so I ask 
the Commission and community members, what are we actually afraid of by restricting this 
comprehensive plan? Is that fear evidence-based or is it grounded in historical inequities that we are 
inadvertently continuing if we deny or restrict this plan?28–37 
 
Ann Arbor is a college town, with all the pros and cons that come with it. We students are not a blight on 
this town, but an exciting opportunity. I came back to Ann Arbor not only to do my PhD but because I 
also wanted to settle down here, have a family with my partner here, and become part of this 
community's fabric. And, I'm far from the only one. Many students, graduate and undergraduate alike, 
passionately want to become part of the Ann Arbor community but we cannot.38–40 We are consistently 
priced out of the limited available housing in ways that can feel far from welcoming.41,42 
 
With that, I beseech every member of this Commission to please let Ann Arbor grow, let downtown Ann 
Arbor flourish, and do that by allowing more housing. Thank you.  
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