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I would like to feel confident that capacity of neighborhoods, not just the city at large, has 
been evaluated and that zoning and/or permitting will not get ahead of that capacity.  For 
example, if a given neighborhood or sewer system has the capacity for usage by 100 more 
residents, I would hope that any upzoning allowing single family homes to be replaced by 
larger structures that could house more than 100 people would not occur without first 
upgrading the capacity. That is, infrastructure should be improved before zoning changes are 
made, rather than waiting until after sewer systems overflow into residents’ basements.  
Specific language in the plan stating that upzoning will wait until infrastructure is ready would 
be reassuring.

Finally, the map on page 91 for some reason focuses on placement of resilience centers. 
Perhaps this is where residents go when the sewers back up?  In keeping with other maps in 
the Plan, it would be more informative if this map could instead show the degree of additional 
densification that the existing infrastructure can support in each of Ann Arbor’s neighborhoods 
(e.g., 10% more, 50% more, etc.). This would give us a better sense as to what parts of the 
city are best poised for densification, and whether parts of the city most desired to be 
densified are ready.


