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601 Forest 

Green Urban Living

Building Materials Narrative 10.17.2008
The architecture of 601 Forest has been inspired by the traditional architecture in the City of Ann Arbor and the adjacent University of Michigan Campus. There are numerous aspects to this that can be seen in the façade drawings and the three dimensional images.
The project as submitted for Planning Department and City Council approval has not been completely developed in architectural detail. The specific skin materials and details are still being studied and priced as part of the normal Design Development process. Final direction on these materials will not be made till the team begins Construction Documents for the skin of the building.
The height of the massing is broken into a traditional base, middle and top. This is done by the use of architectural cornices, banding and changes in wall plane.

The base is broken into bays using masonry and stone like piers. These bays and piers also vary in width to create a rhythm of smaller pieces on the street wall and make the street level façade appear as if it could have been built over time.

The street wall cornice is proposed to be made of thin shell architectural precast. This modern day material is structurally efficient and allows for architectural detailing to be achieved that can’t be afforded in carved stone. The use of limestone in the mix creates a surface color and texture matching that of Indiana Limestone.  

The street wall piers are proposed to be a red to brown brick with a Granite or Limestone base. Between the masonry piers are large glass store front windows reminiscent of much of downtown Ann Arbor. The use of banners, store front signage and lighting add to the human scale of the street level experience. These elements reinforce a friendly and inviting retail streetscape.

The building wall above the street wall is proposed to match the masonry piers in color and texture. The material used here is proposed to be architectural thin shell precast. This modern day product has superior technical qualities to brick and the modular clay product appearance can be achieved very convincingly. The intent is not to replicate the small scale pattern of hand set brick but to blend in with the color, texture and detailing of the surrounding masonry buildings using modern materials. The joint pattern and scale of the pattern of this wall surface will be larger in scale more like a clay tile than a brick as the pattern will be seen from a distance.

As the design detailing of the building evolves architectural thin shell precast is being looked at for the masonry piers. The intent is also to create an architectural look with colors and textures that are consistent in their use over the whole building. The scale of the patterning at the base would be reduced to create a look reminiscent of the modular clay products and cut stone materials used in the surrounding architecture, yet to use modern day products for their technical and cost superiority.
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