Ann Arbor Commission on Disability Issues
May 20, 2015
Meeting Minutes

Commissioners Present:	Sally Petersen, Larry Davis, Linda Evans, Larry Keeler, Amy Shepherd, Alison Stroud,
 	Anna Schnitzer, Lloyd Shelton, West Resendes

Commissioners Excused:	Kirk Westphal
Sign Language Interpreter:	Tammy Carmichael and Cathy Cherico
CART and Close 
Caption Services:	Sue Deer Hall

CTN Operator:	Michael Pilon

a. Roll Call
Chairperson Petersen called the meeting to order at 3:18 p.m.  The Commissioners individually introduced themselves
b. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
Corrections made; Chair Petersen- change spelling of Peterson to Petersen.  Erin Elli is Elly, Anna Schnitzer is Schnitzer not Schnitzr  
Vice Chair Evans, Under Partners in Access regarding resolution Section 16. Clarification that the first “whereas” paragraph is ADA general statement, the second “whereas: paragraph is more ADA specific 
Commissioner Shepherd, seconded by Commissioner Keeler, motioned to approve the April 15, 2015 meeting minutes as amended.  Motion approved. Unanimous 
c. Approval of Agenda
Commissioner Keeler moved, seconded by Commissioner Resendes, motioned to approve May 20, 2015 meeting agenda as amended.  Motion approved 
Amended Changes: Chair Petersen; 
Under Presentations: Michael Benham to come later on the agenda at approximately 4:00 to present  
Also request was made that committee reports come before activity reports. Reorder the Recruiting Activity C to come after Partners in Access Committee E.  The new C will be the Community Engagement Committee. The new D would be Partners in Access Committee and the new E would be the new Recruiting Activity.  Followed by Disabilities Resources page updates
Error made in draft agenda; under new business, University of Michigan Counsel for Disability Concerns references December meeting minutes- should be May 
Chair Petersen proposed that the above changes be made, Commissioner Shepherd seconded 
Agenda approved 
d. Presentations- 
a. Ira Lax from the Ann Arbor Public Library announced library construction. Downtown library closed May 29th for about 2 weeks. Presented books of interest. Always looking for new patrons. Washtenaw Library for the Blind. Contact wlbpd.aadl.org or call 734-424­4224 for a list of digital books and a player.  Programs to be presented at downtown library
b. Michael Benham from the Ann Arbor Transportation Authority. Presenting on rail issues:
i. Wally Service
ii. Rail car program that the state is administering
iii. Rail accessibility installation at Depot St. Amtrak station 
	 Commission member’s questions and discussion


e. Public Comments – 	
a. Connie Pulcipher- Works in Systems Planning for the City and works with the Ann Arbor Pedestrian Safety and Access Task force- Call to the Commissions attention a letter regarding the task force sent by task force to Mayor and City Commission regarding proposed letter of changes to the Snow and Ice ordinance in the May 18th council packet. Please send comments and recommendations to Sharie Sell. Chair Petersen made a comment to thank the task force for listening to us and incorporating our comments into the final recommendation
May 28th meeting has been rescheduled to Wednesday, July 8th, 6:30pm in downtown library multipurpose room. This is a task force hosted meeting presenting draft recommendations to the community and asking for feedback.  Also, online survey that can be put in an accessible format. Send any requests to Sharie Sell. Chair Petersen commented that the Disabilities Commission could weigh in before  final report and  before it is actually published or submitted to City Council.  No regular Disabilities Commission meeting scheduled for July and August but could hold a special meeting  
Connie Pulcipher commented that materials can be reviewed via the task force Google drive which is open to the public
b. Chair Petersen acknowledged that number students from Skyline High School were present in the audience getting extra credit 
i. The commission opened the agenda so students could address at the podium. Question from one of the students; Teachers are requiring signatures from commission for attendance

f. Old Business
a. City Personnel Report – None


b. Chair Report-
i. Sally Petersen mentioned invitations that Sharie Sell had received for the commission members from Partners in Personal Assistance dated in March
ii.  Sally Petersen reviewed draft of calendar for the rest of 2015 for monthly commission meetings as well as monthly committee meetings 
1. Commission meetings meet on the 3rd Wednesday of every month. No regularly scheduled meeting for July and August, but may have a special meeting in August. 
2. The Community Engagement Committee meets on the 4th Thursday of every month.  No regularly scheduled meeting for July, November or December. 5:30-6:30pm
3. The Partners in Access Committee meets on the 1st Thursday of every month.  5:30-7:30p Vice Chair Evans to review one more time 
4. Amy Shepherd to put all three meeting calendars on Google drive 
5. Vice Chair Evans suggested that everyone look at the  link to Legistar calendar for any changes before a meeting. She will send the link to that calendar
iii. Chair Petersen asked for help with updates to the Commission roster 
c. Community Engagement Committee

i. Chairperson Petersen covered updates to the April meeting 
ii. Any organization is allowed one Access Ann Arbor segment every six months.  Austin Shepherd will be interviewed in June and Richard Bernstein for December 3rd. 
iii. Also discussed was developing a more regular show on CTN to highlight commission activities. 
iv. Continued work on the Disabilities Resources
business cards 
v. There was an updated meeting between Ann Arbor Police department and Carolyn Grawi from CIL regarding adequate training for police staff on disability issues 
vi. Someone needed to take the lead on the Sensory Garden. Amy Shepherd to follow up with the Lion’s group 
vii. Need a volunteer to Chair the Community Engagement meeting this week as Chairperson Petersen will be out of town 
viii. Vice Chair Evans brought an example of a Braille business card. Erin Elly looking into a folded type business card that may hold more information 
d. Partners in Access Committee
ix. Next Partners in Access meeting will be on June 4th in the basement of City Hall 
x. Last meeting on May 7th, two people in attendance, Vice Chair Evans and Commissioner Stroud
1. Topics; Prioritized the To-Do List
a. Hawk System request for Huron Parkway, Huron High School-PIA to create resolution for City Council to bring to regular commission meeting for vote
b. Recommend Amy Shepherd, Linda Evans and Kathy Christensen (person who brought to our attention) meet face to face with the person who took over within the next week or two  
2. Continued involvement with Pedestrian Task Force
3. Gallup Park Playground
a. Letter to Colin Smith requesting updates
4. Sidewalk at Federal and Commerce
a. Letter to be sent to people in charge
5. Amtrak
a. Gary Talbot, ADA Coordinator for Amtrak to come to meeting to do a presentation on device going into test mode at Amtrak
6. City Website accessibility
7. Upgrades to AAATA sensitivity training
xi. Proposed changes to draft of Policy Statement  in packet for June
xii. Vice Chair Evans attended the Pedestrian and Safety Task Force meeting regarding discussion of their letter to go to Council in support of the commission’s suggested amendments to the Snow and Ice Removal Ordinance 
1. Chairperson Petersen suggested pretreatment of sidewalks vs. timeline for treatment.  Suggested that Vice Chair Evans take this discussion to the committee meeting on June 4th and charge members to speak at the public hearing on June 15th
xiii. Meeting notes in packet with additional ideas for resolution 
xiv. Vice Chairperson Evans moves to approve the resolution that will go to City Council on giving advice on the Pedestrian Safety and Access Task Force regarding the sidewalk ordinance Commissioner Keeler seconded 
e.  Recruiting Committee
i. Purpose  Statement 
ii. Email blast to be sent out by Amy Shepherd 5/21/15 of no new organizations added 
iii. Commissioner Keeler announced contact information for Sharie Sell, City Liaison, at (734) 794­6123 or ssell@a2gov.org.  Those interested may also call the Mayor’s Office at (734) 794­6161, visit the Disability Resources Page at a2gov.org/disabilityresources, or email a2disabilityissues@gmail.com
f. Disabilities Resources page updates
i. Updates to existing page have been made, need a partner to help review
ii. Suggested that the Resources updating should be a part of the Partners in Access Committee- To be discussed at the Partners Access meeting on June 4th and  also next Community Engagement meeting 


xviii. New Business

a. Chairperson Petersen referenced the University of Michigan Council of Disability Concern packet material, included May meeting minutes
i. Commissioner Schnitzer commented on Dr. John Seller’s speech and potential positive changes coming 
ii. Commissioner Schnitzer mentioned  talk she gave at the Conference of the Medical Library Association in Austin TX on the animal /human bond- focus on service dogs. Link to the talk requested by Commissioner Keeler

xix. Announcements 

a. Commissioner Keeler informed the Commission next Wednesday, 1:30pm, Ann Arbor Library,  Nick Wilcox –Going away party. Handles Braille translation at the AA Library, also he and his wife are President and Vice President of the National Federation of the Blind Chapter. Want to recognize Nick for his great work for the commission. Wishes for Nick to be sent to Commissioner Keeler to include in a Braille card he will take on Wednesday 
b. Commissioner   Keeler- National Federation of the Blind will be reorganizing over the summer  
c. Commissioner Schnitzer- Video, The Airride, The Michigan Flyer. Done by the National Federation of the Blind of Michigan about a couple who are visually impaired using the Bus system 
xx.  Adjournment – Chairperson Petersen adjourned the meeting at 5:14 pm

Submitted by:  Sharie Sell, Human Resources Services Partner
