Subject: Please pass the CLUP and reform zoning without further delay

From: Jirka Hladis

Sent: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:27 PM

To: City Council <CityCouncil@a2gov.org>; Planning <Planning@a2gov.org>
Subject: Please pass the CLUP and reform zoning without further delay

Dear Council and Planning Commission,

Thank you for all of your hard work so far. | hope that you can see through the misplaced nostalgia for
1950s suburbia and the fearmongering and disinformation of the "Make Ann Arbor Great Again" faction.
Please continue to expeditiously work on fixing our broken zoning laws so that we can live up to our
reputation as a truly progressive city.

To highlight one example among many: why are attached row houses on individual parcels not legal to
build anywhere in the city? (Ashley Mews and similar are only allowed as condo developments on huge
parcels in R3/R4.) Compare to a detached house surrounded by a sea of monoculture lawn, which is
legal pretty much everywhere. Similar height and floor area, but one of them takes up 180 times as much
land (5 acres vs 1200 sq ft):



You may also be interested in the following nationwide survey data from Pew and NAR regarding the
alignment of political values, demographics, and housing preferences:

https://www.nar.realtor/reports/nar-community-and-transportation-preferences-surveys

https://www.pew.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2024/05/23/homeowners-renters-and-all-
income-groups-back-housing-reforms

https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2014/06/12/section-3-political-polarization-and-personal-life/




Generation and Homeownership Status Drive Preference For Community Types
Rural and suburban residents, married, and those with kids in school lean towards detached home

Community B (House, Drive to places):
Own or rent a detached, single-family house
and you have to drive to shops and restaurants
and have a longer commute to work.

Community A (Apartment, Walk to places):
Own or rent an apartment or townhouse and
have an easy walk to shops and restaurants
and have a shorter commute to work.

Total prefer: 53% Total prefer: 47%

City - Downtown (71%) Small town/Rural area (60%)

Gen Z (69%) Conservative (64%)
Renters (68%) Homeowners (59%)
Age 18-34 (66%) Men 50+ (59%)
City — Residential area (65%) Married (57%)
New York City (64%) Baby Boomers (54%)
Single (63%) Suburban (54%)
Liberal (60%) Kids in school (52%)
Living with friends or family (58%)
People of Color (58%)
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Gen Z and Millennials Most Likely to Say They Will

Pay More for Walkable Communities
Willingness to Spend More to Live Within Walking Distance to Parks, Shops, and Restaurants

By Generation
Total 53% ‘ 77%
GenZ 57% | 92%
Millennials 52% ‘ 85% H Yes, a lot more
@ Yes, a little more
Gen X 53% | 74%
Baby Boomers 55% | 69%
Silent/Greatest l 56%
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Liberals Want Walkable Communities, Conservatives Prefer Bigger Houses

Would you prefer to live ina community where...

Consistent Mostly Mixed Mostly Consistent :  Overall

liberal liberal conservative conservative :

i : E
) 40
A community where the houses are :
larger and farther apart, but schools,
stores, and restaurants are several :
miles away
»)

A community where the houses are 47 48

smaller and closer to each other, but
schools, stores, and restaurants are
within walking distance

57

Source: 2014 Political Polarization in the American Public
Notes: |deological consistency basedon a scale of 10 political values questions (see AppendixA).Don'‘t know responses notshown.
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Figure 1

Strong Majorities Across Income Levels Support Most Policies to Allow
More Homes

Share in favor of each approach

72%
Allow apartments near transit or 706%
job centers 80%
84%
Allow dorms and affordable 82%0
housing on college or church OBSA’
81%
land 78%
759
Allow apartments near offices, 71% )
stores, restaurants 75%
77%
76%
Allow conversion of basements 73% 0
and attics to apartments 74%
72%
76%
Allow apartments over garages 76%
or in backyards 73%
68%
. i . 81%
Require simplified, faster 86%
permitting 87%
87%
79%
Allow conversion of commercial 77%
buildings to housing 80%
83%
Allow owners and builders to 3 539%
decide how much off-street 64%0
parking 57%
70%
Allow town houses and small 67%
multifamily on any residential lot 59%
51%
56%
Allow building of homes closer 47%
together with smaller yards f730;/°
0

Percent support among income levels
W <$25k [ $25k to $49,999 M $50k to $99,999 [ = $100k

Notes: Results come from a nationally representative survey of 5,051 individuals conducted Sept. 8-17, 2023,
by Ipsos. The survey included 582 responses from individuals with annual household income under $25,000;
766 responses from individuals with household income between $25,000 and $49,999; 1,439 responses from
individuals with household income between $50,000 and $99,999; and 2,264 responses from individuals with
household income above $100,000.

Source: The Pew Charitable Trusts
© 2024 The Pew Charitable Trusts
Thank you,

Jirka Hladis

Ward 1



