
Park Playgrounds 
Alternative/Non-

traditional herbicide trial

Park Playgrounds



Presentation 
goals

1.Provide background on park 
playgrounds and maintenance 
challenges

2. introduce salt and vinegar 
weed control within the City’s 
IPM (Integrated Pest 
Management) goals and 
principles



playgrounds

• How many playgrounds do we have in our 
city parks?  

• Woodchip surfacing

• Chemical free-no use of Roundup or other 
sprays for controlling weeds



Playground 
maintenance

• Weediness does not look great--
can give appearance that we 
aren’t caring for our playgrounds 
(not true!) but is also a safety 
concern

• GIVE 365 volunteers spend a lot 
of time working in playgrounds



Managing 
playground weeds

Strategies

• Hand pulling

• Digging out and removing top 
layers

• Smothering or topping off with 
new woodchips



Hand pulling weeds



Digging out and removing top layer



Adding woodchips





Salt & 
vinegar

• Popular homemade weed killer

• ‘natural chemical’

• Still a pesticide—(applied to kill or control 
plant/animal life)



Pests in our Parks
Any noxious/invasive plant, problem insect, plant disease, rodent, nematode or microorganism 
that is detrimental to the environment or the management plan for the selected park or facility. 



What is IPM?

Integrated Pest Management – A long-term pest management system that 
uses all suitable techniques for the prevention or suppression of pests that are 
harmful to the health, function or aesthetic value of City-owned landscapes, 
buildings and facilities in a safe, efficient, effective, and environmentally 
responsible manner. We can often accomplish this through accurate pest 
identification,  frequent monitoring for pest presence and impact, applying 
appropriate action thresholds, and by making the habitat less conducive to 
pests using mechanical, cultural, physical and biological controls. If none of 
these is effective, only then might we consider using an appropriate pesticide.



What is IPM?
Integrated Pest Management 

1. Prevention

2. Mechanical Controls

3. Cultural Controls

4. Physical Controls

5. Biological Controls

6. Innovative Solution

7. Chemical Controls

8. Evaluation



Salt-
vinegar

➢ Registered with the State of Michigan  
➢ FIFRA 25 (b), minimum risk pesticide
➢ Exempt from federal registration & EPA 

regulation
➢ Included in our IPM plan



Resolution R-705-12-91
➢Signage requirements (state and local)

➢Pesticide is any substance used to kill or control plant or 
animal life

➢Intending to use on 5-7 playgrounds this summer



Questions?
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