
Elevate: Public 
Art and 
Placemaking 
Program

+ THE ANN ARBOR ART CENTER



OVERVIEW

1. Update on Current Elevate Projects

2. New Project Opportunities



Bikeway Corridors

Parking Structures
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Scavenger Hunt Art – throughout 

downtown
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Scavenger Hunt Art – Throughout downtown

3 Wayfinding – Ann/Ashley to Kerrytown/Farmer’s Market

2 Sunshade – Farmer’s Market Plaza

Mural – Liberty Plaza 
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ELEVATE PERMANENT INSTALLATIONS

Fall 2024 – Fall 2025 

Three years of funding for permanent installations

FY24 – FY 26: $354,000



MURAL IN LIBERTY PLAZA

MURAL (DDA + Parks: $17,500 each)

Focus: Introduce energy and interest 
in Liberty Plaza. Encourage people to 
visit and spend time in Liberty Plaza. 

1

A2AC Drafts 

Call to 

Artists for 

Project

Call is 

Posted

Submission 

Deadline

A2AC 

Reviews 

Submissions

Selection 

Committee 

Ranks 

Submissions

Top 3 

Submissions 

Advance to 

Final Round

Selection of 

Finalist (may 

involve more 

committee 

feedback)

Artist 

Contract 

approved by 

staff

Process Timeline

March 2025



SUNSHADE ($50,000)

Focus: A functional, yet joyful & 
creative plaza addition.  

Increase plaza shade and comfort
& encourage people to spend more 
time in Kerrytown.
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SUNSHADE IN FARMER’S MARKET PLAZA
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SUNSHADE EXAMPLES 



ART DIRECTIONS

Large-scale wayfinding and 
placemaking ($150,000)

Focus: 

Connect the Ann/Ashley Parking 
Structure and Miller Ave Bikeway to 
the Kerrytown neighborhood and 
Farmer’s Market. Shift from a reliance 
on text-heavy wayfinding. 

WAYFINDING – ANN/ASHLEY TO KERRYTOWN/FARMER’S MARKET 
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WAYFINDING EXAMPLES 



WAYFINDING - SCULPTURE EXAMPLES



WAYFINDING - GROUND WORK EXAMPLES



SCAVENGER HUNT THROUGHOUT DOWNTOWN

Small-scale murals ($20,000)

Focus: David Zinn art scavenger hunt – focused 
on play, interaction, and creativity.

Update: 

• Staff-approved contract – final attorney 
review is underway

• Spring 2025 Install
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SCAVENGER HUNT EXAMPLES 



Interactive installation in Liberty Plaza, Winter 2025

Winter 2025 

Temporary Installation



Oscillation
Liberty Plaza

Creos / Quebec, Canada

Giant crystals that come alive through movement / Oscillation is 
an interactive installation that uses sight, sound, and movement 
to spark community activity and social interaction through play.

OSCILLATION, JANUARY 17 – MARCH 16, 2025

https://www.creos.io/en/portfolio/oscillation/


• Each module has 3 sensors that will activate light and sound components as people approach them and 

move around the modules. The dichroic film produces a mirror effect, and the modules light up at night.

• The installation acts somewhat like a theremin, an instrument that you can play without touching it. As you 

move toward the piece, it plays different sounds and pitches depending on your distance from it. And as you 

move or dance around it, colors reflect and refract light in different ways based on your movement.

LIBERTY PLAZA

OSCILLATION, JANUARY 17 – MARCH 16, 2025



UPCOMING PROJECTS



LARGE SCALE INSTALLATION
(Multi-year installation. $50,000 in 
year one.)

Focus: Honoring the historic black 
business district and social hub of 
Downtown Ann Arbor.

Focusing on Ann Street, partner with 
the Ann Arbor Library, African 
American Cultural and Historical 

Museum, City, and County to install 
murals of Black Business Owners 
and Community Leaders featured in 
the Oral History Project. 

ANN STREET  



EXAMPLE PROJECT – WOMEN’S WAY IN GRAND RAPIDS 

The Women’s Way Initiative aspires to elevate the historical narratives of exceptional local leaders while adding new 

energy and creative interest to often-overlooked public places. The initiative also boldly endeavors to acknowledge the 

complicated history of women in alleyways and help claim positive ownership of these spaces. 

Organized by Downtown Grand Rapids Inc., the Greater Grand Rapids Women’s History Council, the City of Grand 

Rapids, Lions and Rabbits and numerous community partners.



FOURTH AVE, LOOKING WEST ON ANN STREETANN STREET – FOURTH AVE LOOKING WEST ON ANN STREET  



ANN STREET – FOURTH AVE LOOKING EAST ON ANN STREET  
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