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Community Tree Plantings FreeTree Giveaways

Tree distribution events open 

to all County residents

Self-planted

Typically 2-3’ tall seedlings
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TREE-ducation

• Site visits for CTPs: Check planting locations; discuss 

species options based on resident’s wants and 

location; discuss maintenance

• All recipients (through FTG or CTP) receive a tree 

planting card, tree info card, and links to maintenance 

resources (e.g., USFS Tree Owners Manual)
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http://www.treeownersmanual.info/


TREE-ducation



By the Numbers

Trees distributed so far: 5,052
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By the Numbers

Number of species: 31
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Native Species

• Eastern White Pine (Pinus strobus)

• Red Pine (Pinus resinosa)

• White Spruce (Picea glauca)

• Arborvitae (Thuja occidentalis)

• E. Redcedar (Juniperus virginiana)

• American Linden (Tilia americana)

• Eastern White Oak (Quercus alba)

• Pin Oak (Quercus palustris)

• Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum) 

• Red Maple (Acer rubrum)

• Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum)

• Tuliptree (Liriodendron tulipifera)

• Am. Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis)

• Bitternut Hickory (Carya cordiformis)

• Paper Birch (Betula papyrifera)

• Blackgum (Nyssa sylvatica)

• Am. Hornbeam (Carpinus caroliniana)

• Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida)

• Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis)

• Serviceberry (Amelanchier spp.)

• Hackberry (Celtis occidentalis)
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Non-Native Species

• Norway Spruce (Picea abies)

• Baldcypress (Taxodium distichum)

• Yellowwood (Cladrastis kentukea)

• Magnolia (Magnolia spp.)

• Kousa Dogwood (Cornus kousa)

• Flowering Cherry (Prunus spp.)

• Sweet Cherry (Prunus spp.)

• Peach (Prunus persica)

• Pear (Pyrus spp.)

• Apple (Malus spp.)
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Tree Sources
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Lodi Farms (Ann Arbor, MI)

Nature & Nurture (Dexter, MI)

Wildtype (Mason, MI) 

Community Tree Plantings FreeTree Giveaways

Alpha Nursery (Holland, MI)

Engel’s Nursery (Fennville, MI)

Additional Nurseries

https://www.washtenawcd.org/annual-tree-sale-nurseries.html


Community Response

• FreeTree Giveaway registrations 

typically sell out within one day

• Survey results from Fall 2021 FTG:

• Average overall satisfaction rating: 

8.7/10

• Average satisfaction rating for trees: 

8.7/10

• Average self-reported preparedness 

level to plant/maintain trees: 9/10

• Desire for smaller species to fit yard 

sizes, and for shade trees
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Looking Forward

• The Spring 2024 FreeTree Giveaway will be held on April 
27th/28th and will distribute approx. 4,500 trees consisting 
of 9 Michigan-native species

• The City of Ann Arbor Forestry Department, Office of 
Sustainability and Innovations, and Natural Area 
Preservation, with support from the Washtenaw County 
Conservation District, have been awarded a $1M grant 
from the USDA Forest Service. This grant will support an 
update to the City’s urban tree canopy analysis, tree 
planting efforts on private property through the 10,000 
Trees Initiative, strategic planning around the City’s 
natural areas management, and a feasibility study for the 
creation of a City/County-owned tree nursery.
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Looking Forward

• A ‘Survival Study’ is currently being planned, through 

which AmeriCorps members will visit trees distributed 

or planted through the 10,000 Trees Initiative and 

record updated data on their condition.

• Educational programs are in development. These will 

be open to the public and are intended to drive 

increased engagement around our urban trees, build 

public understanding of the importance of a healthy 

urban tree canopy, and potentially create a cohort of 

‘tree ambassadors’ in our community.
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THANK YOU
Sean Reynolds, Senior Analyst

sreynolds@a2gov.org
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