


A RESOLUTION AFFIRMING THE COUNTY’S COMMITMENT TO A JOINT WASHTENAW COUNTY – CITY OF ANN ARBOR EQUITY INITIATIVE; APPROVING THE CONTRACT WITH THE GOVERNMENT ALLIANCE ON RACE AND EQUITY (GARE) GROUP; APPROVING THE BUDGET AND FUNDING ALLOCATION FOR THIS PROGRAM

JULY 12, 2017

WHEREAS, Washtenaw County is one of the wealthiest in Michigan, with high incomes and high rankings as one of the most economically vibrant, educated, healthy, and best places to live in the state; and,

WHEREAS, There are also some stark disparities for Washtenaw County residents; and,

WHEREAS, Government at the local, regional, state and federal level has played a role in creating and maintaining racial inequity; and, 

WHEREAS, Many current inequities are sustained by historical legacies, structures, and systems that repeat patterns of exclusion; and,

WHEREAS, Without intentional intervention, inequitable outcomes linked to race, socio-economic status and other identities will persist; and, 

WHEREAS, Equity is the fair and just distribution of the resources and opportunities needed to achieve equitable outcomes for everyone; and, 

WHEREAS, Equity is reached through the systemic implementation of policies, practices, attitudes and cultural messages that create and reinforce equitable outcomes for all people; and,

WHEREAS, Washtenaw County co-sponsored a training with the City of Ann Arbor and led by the Government Alliance on Race and Equity in June 2017 and the results indicate a further interest to engage with GARE; and,

WHEREAS, GARE has proposed a second phase to their engagement with Washtenaw County and City of Ann Arbor staff and leadership that will result in an ordinance and action plan creation; and,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners hereby affirms a commitment to a joint Washtenaw County – City of Ann Arbor Equity Initiative; and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners directs the County Administrator to engage the City of Ann Arbor in a partnership with the Government Alliance on Race and Equity (GARE) to participate in a 9 month “Advancing Racial Equity” series with City and County staff, culminating in an Equity Ordinance and Action Plan 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners authorizes the budget amendment of up to $77,000 for such engagement depending on contributions from the City of Ann Arbor.
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CLERK/REGISTER’S CERTIFICATE - CERTIFIED COPY	           ROLL CALL VOTE:                            9      0      0                              

STATE OF MICHIGAN         )		I, Lawrence Kestenbaum, Clerk/Register of said County of Washtenaw and Clerk of Circuit Court for said County, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of a resolution adopted by the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners at a session held at the County Administration Building in the City of Ann Arbor, Michigan, on July 12th, 2017, as it appears of record in my office.
COUNTY OF WASHTENAW)SS.		In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Court at Ann Arbor, this 13th day of July, 2017.

		LAWRENCE KESTENBAUM, Clerk/Register

BY:______________________________________
Deputy Clerk
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