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Why Create a Framework? 





Ann Arbor’s Sustainability 

Framework

• 16 overarching sustainability goals 

captured in four theme areas 

• Adopted as policy guidance for the 

Master Plan in February 2013
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SET GOALS. 

MEASURE PROGRESS.

IMPROVE YOUR COMMUNITY.



Climate Changes in Ann Arbor 

Recorded Changes over last 60 years

• 1°F average temperature increase

• 44.8% more rain annually

• 41.2% more “very heavy” precipitation days

Projected Changes over next 40 years

• 3-5°F average temperature increase

• Growing season extended by 1-2 months

• More high temperature days



Ann Arbor
Municipal Climate 

Adaptation Tools
2015

www.graham.umich.edu/science/climate
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84 Actions



http://www.a2energy.org/
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-90% by 2050





Reduction Targets

• 8%  by  2015

• 25% by 2025

• 90% by 2050
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Community Energy & Economic Dev’t

Electricity

$150,000,000

1,500 million kWh/yr 

Natural Gas

$88,000,000

80 million ccf/yr

Transportation

$192,500,000

55 million gal/yr

Total = $430 million/yr

Natural Gas and Electricity = $238 million/yr; 

Transportation= $192,500/yr



The CAP in 2017

 By no means is the CAP perfect or does it perfectly capture the 

path toward reducing emissions in A2

 Like all Plans it needs to be living and adaptable to new ideas 

and fresh perspective

 Plan viewable at:  www.a2energy.org/climate



A2CP Land Use and Access Priority Team

Eli Cooper (City)
Larry Deck (Washtenaw Bicycling 
and Walking Coalition)
Emily Drennen (City)
Nate Geisler (City) 
Charles Griffith (Ecology Center) 
Mara Herman (Ecology Center)

Brett Lenart (City) 
Josh MacDonald (City) 
Amber Miller (DDA) 
Sarah Pressprich (TheRide) 
Lisa Solomon (U of M) 
Nathan Voght (County)



Where do you fit in?



Land Use Transportation

Low density
Separated land uses

Compact development
Integrated land uses

Increased car travel and need for 
vehicle and parking

Decreased car travel, increase in 
walking, cycling, transit use



Key take-aways

Support actions that give people more options to:

• travel shorter distances

• travel more sustainably



Land Use Actions



Densification and Transit Oriented 
Development (LUA-2, LUA-4, LUA-21)

• LUA-2: Create a program that 
provides incentives to 
employees and residents who 
choose to live within two miles 
of their job

• LUA-4: Maximize incentives for 
mixed use and transit-oriented 
development

• LUA-21: Evaluate public 
infrastructure to prepare for 
redevelopment readiness and 
densification in the downtown 
and major corridors



Reimagine Washtenaw (LUA-1 and LUA-3)

• LUA-1: Actively support regional approaches to land use planning to reduce origin 
and destination distances

• LUA-3: Encourage coordinated zoning and redevelopment at higher densities, using 
land use, development regulations, and market forces



Capital Improvement Plan Scoring (LUA-20)

• LUA-20: Evaluate project life 
cycle and upstream CO2e 
emissions as criteria for City’s 
Capital Improvements Plan 
scoring prioritization system



Greenbelt (LUA-5)

• LUA-5: Support future 
funding for greenbelt land 
purchases around Ann Arbor



Transportation Actions



Commuting by Mode 
City of Ann Arbor Ann Arbor Region Michigan United States

Drove Alone 64% 72% 83% 76%

Walked 13% 7% 2% 3%

Bus 10% 5% 1% 5%

Worked at Home 7% 5% 4% 4%

Carpooled 7% 8% 9% 10%

Bicycle 6% 2% 0.5% 0.6%

2013 5 and 1 year American Community Survey, US Census



38,300 people live and work in Ann Arbor

17,700 commute from Ann Arbor
67,500 people commute to Ann Arbor

http://maps.semcog.org/CommutingPatterns



Smart Parking (LUA-6 and LUA-13)

• LUA-6: Revise the local Parking Ordinance 
to allow for flexibility with parking 
provisions

• LUA-13: Encourage market-based and 
incentive-based parking strategies and 
rates



Encouraging Bicycling and Walking 
(LUA-8, LUA-17, LUA-19)

• LUA-8: Implement a 
community-university 
bike sharing program

• LUA-17: Ensure that 
sidewalk, bike, and 
transit service exist 
within ¼ mile of every 
Ann Arbor household

• LUA-19: Make all possible 
signal and intersection 
pedestrian improvements



Encouraging Better Transportation Choices
(LUA-7, LUA-11, LUA-14, LUA-15, LUA-16)

• LUA-7: Create a Travel Demand Management 
program that use social and targeted 
marketing to encourage more residents to 
walk, bike, and bus to their destinations

• LUA-11: Create a citywide go!pass program 
that combines bus use incentives with biking 
and walking incentives

• LUA-15: Encourage business and building 
owners to reduce in-bound vehicle traffic 

• LUA-16: Increase events and activities that 
raise awareness of commuting benefits



Better Transit 
(LUA-9, LUA-10, LUA-12)

LUA-9: Actively engage and 

support the study and 

delivery of commuter rail 

along high demand corridors

LUA-10: Provide incentives 

for use of public transit

LUA-12: Enhance transit 

service, including more 

weekend and evening service



Promoting Electric Vehicles (LUA-18)

LUA-18: Establish requirements or 

guidance for electric vehicle and 

hydrogen-fueled vehicle parking 

infrastructure for projects and 

increase city-wide infrastructure 

for electric vehicle charging and 

hydrogen refueling



Challenges for A2 Climate Efforts

• GHG levels rising

• GHGs are cumulative

• Few current programs



Ann Arbor Can Lead on Climate 



Adults who think global warming is happening



Adults who are worried about global warming



Adults who support funding renewable 
energy research



Matt Naud mnaud@a2gov.org
Nate Geisler ngeisler@a2gov.org 
Emily Drennen edrennen@a2gov.org 

Questions?






