Art Parks

An art park is a public outdoor space that features art installations, sculpture gardens,
performances, and natural elements, blending culture with recreation. These parks offer
diverse experiences, from large amphitheater shows to quiet walks among art in nature,
serving as venues for creativity, community, and cultural appreciation.

1. Sculpture Parks/Gardens: Focused on permanently sited sculpturesin
landscaped settings
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2. Arts e Centers: Combine trails, gardens
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3. Community/Urban Art Spaces: Public urban areas
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Gateway Projects

Gateway Public Art is a general name for public art initiatives in various cities and towns,
often referring to a specific art piece or series of works intended to mark an entrance to a
community or park.

Dodge Fountain, Hart Plaza,
Detroit Cloud Gate, Millennium

Toledo Gatewy Project Park, Chicago

Public Transportation

Public art in public transportation integrates creativity into daily commutes through murals,
bus wraps, shelters, and station installations, transforming mundane travel into cultural
experiences that beautify spaces, reflect community identity, encourage economic
development, and make transit more engaging for riders. Programs commission local
artists for diverse projects, from temporary performances and digital art to permanent
sculptures and historically themed designs, enriching urban life and creating a stronger
sense of place.

e BusWraps

Vancouver, Ontario Charlottesville, VA Des Moines, lowa



e Bus Shelters




Public Benches

Benches as Public art can contribute to an urban landscape by blending function with
artistic expression, transforming mundane seating into community landmarks that foster
social interaction, reflect local culture, boost local economies through tourism, improve
mental well-being, and create a deeper sense of place and civic pride, effectively turning
ordinary spaces into engaging galleries for everyone.

Burgas, Bulgaria Sydney, Australia . Melbourne, Australia



Playgrounds

Artful play stimulates imagination, problem-solving, and strategic thinking, helping
children (and adults) learn through sensory engagement and connection with their
surroundings. Public art as playground equipment offers immense value by fostering
creativity, cognitive growth, and social skills through playful interaction, transforming
mundane spaces into vibrant community hubs, boosting local appeal, and providing
unique, memorable experiences that traditional equipment cannot, encouraging joy,
imagination, and connection with art. Adult exercise playgrounds can promote physical
health, mental well-being, social connection, community identity, and the revitalization of
urban spaces by making fitness fun, accessible, and integrated into daily life, transforming
passive observers into active participants. It offers an antidote to sedentary lifestyles,
providing playful, open-ended structures for movement, stress relief, and deeper
engagement with surroundings, benefiting all ages and abilities

1. Children’s Playground

Atlanta, Georgia

2. Adult Playground
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Street Furniture
1. Bike Racks

The value of bike racks as public art lies in their dual function: they offer essential,
convenient bike parking while transforming mundane street furniture into community
landmarks, boosting local identity, supporting sustainable transport, attracting visitors,
and creating unique visual experiences that encourage cycling and beautify urban spaces.
They are a low-cost, high-impact way to blend art, function, and placemaking, signaling a
city’s commitment to both cyclists and creativity.

Cambridge, MA.

1

Cincinnati, Ohio

2. Wayfinding

Public art as wayfinding is highly valuable because it transforms navigation from purely
functional to an engaging, memorable, and emotionally supportive experience, reducing
stress, building community identity, and strengthening spatial memory, especially in
complex environments like cities, hospitals, or airports. It humanizes spaces, making them
feel safer and more approachable, while fostering attachment and a unique sense of place
through culturally relevant landmarks.
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Historic Markers

Historic markers as Public Art visually narrate community history, foster identity and pride,
make history accessible to everyone, encourage dialogue, and bring cultural meaning to
public spaces, creating a richer, more connected environment than traditional signs alone.
It serves as a dynamic time capsule, engaging people in cultural heritage beyond simple
facts, enriching urban life, and promoting social cohesion.

Ann Arb;)r, MI Los Angeles, CA Ann Arbor, MI




Municipal Infrastructure

Public art as municipal infrastructure adds immense cultural, social, and economic value
by building community identity, fostering pride, driving tourism/local spending, enhancing
quality of life, encouraging civic engagement, humanizing spaces, and sparking dialogue,
functioning like essential services such as parks or lighting for a vibrant, attractive, and
functional city. It's an investment in placemaking that makes areas unique and desirable
for residents and businesses, boosting local economies beyond mere decoration. In
essence, public artisn't just an add-on; it's a fundamental part of a city's "hard" and "soft"
infrastructure, vital for a thriving, resilient, and culturally rich urban environment.

1. Access Cover Public Art

Public art as access covers removes barriers of cost and location, allowing everyone,
regardless of background, to experience art daily in parks, streets, and buildings, promoting
equity and inclusion. It democratizes art, transforming everyday spaces into cultural hubs,
boosting community identity and pride, fostering social connection, driving economic
growth, and sparking civic dialogue, making art freely available to everyone and enriching
public life beyond traditional museums and galleries.
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2. Bike paths

Public art on bike paths adds significant value by boosting safety (slowing traffic, creating
focus), fostering community engagement (ownership, identity), enhancing economic
appeal (tourism, property value), improving the user experience (beauty, discovery), and
promoting healthier lifestyles, turning simple infrastructure into cherished cultural assets
and vibrant urban spaces.

Lakeview, lowa NYC, NY | Portland, Oregon

3. Shade Canopy as Public Art

Public art as a shade canopy merges function (comfort, heat reduction) with aesthetics,
creating memorable destinations, fostering community, boosting local identity, and
offering unique educational/social experiences, turning ordinary plazas into vibrant,
usable, art-infused gathering spots that benefit well-being and engagement. In essence, a
shade canopy is not just a structure; it's an activated, artful piece of public realm

infrastructure that delivers tangible comfort and intangible cultural enrichment.

Harvard, MA Toledo, Ohio Panjim, Goa, India.
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4. Streetlights as Public Art
Public art as streetlights beautifies spaces, fostering community identity, boosting local
economies through tourism and revitalization, improving safety by making areas more
inviting at night, and democratizing art access, transforming functional infrastructure into
cultural landmarks that encourage interaction, discussion, and deeper engagement with
the urban environment for everyone. Artful streetlights merge utility with beauty, turning
essential infrastructure into vibrant cultural assets that enrich the urban experience.
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Philadelphia, PA

St. John's Square, London Lyon, France

5. Street Crossing as Public Art
Public art on street crossings, known as asphalt art, boosts traffic safety (slowing cars,
increasing driver yielding, reducing crashes), enhances community identity, promotes
walkability, and stimulates local economies, turning mundane infrastructure into vibrant
placemaking that encourages pedestrian engagement and civic pride. However, careful

design is key to avoiding confusing road markings.
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6. Trash Containers and Electrical Boxes as Public Art

Public art as trash containers and electrical boxes transforms mundane objects into
engaging community assets, boosting civic pride, promoting environmental awareness
(waste reduction), beautifying spaces, fostering economic development (foot traffic), and
making art accessible to everyone, creating positive local identity and dialogue around
sustainability.
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Oakland, CA " Lakeland, FL Ann Arbor, M|

Murals

Public art murals provide immense value by beautifying spaces, fostering community
identity, boosting local economies through tourism and foot traffic, promoting social
dialogue, and creating safer, more vibrant neighborhoods, turning blank walls into cultural
landmarks that reflect history, inspire creativity, and increase civic pride.

1. Trompe-l'oeil Murals

Franklin, Ohio

Loatos, California
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2. Architecture-Integrated Murals

Ann Arbor, M Albany, NY Detroit, Ml

3. Community Murals
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North Main Underpass, Ann  Eberwhite Roundabout, Ann FoolMoon Street Mural, Ann
Arbor, Ml Arbor, Ml Arbor

4. Memorial Murals

v KBTS 'i'exas Ranger mural, Seguin, Great Wall of Crenshaw, LA,
Ellicottville, New York Texas CA
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