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African American Cultural and Historical Museum
Supplemental Regulations 

Section 1: Purpose

It is the purpose of the City Council in adopting these regulations to provide for the establishment of a museum to be developed in harmonious integration with the surrounding neighborhood.  These regulations seek to promote development that provides a cultural asset to the City in such a way that it is innovative and efficient, advances the City’s land use plans and policies, and contributes to the character of an established neighborhood.

Section 2: Applicability.
The provisions of these regulations shall apply to the property described as follows:

North 52 feet of Lot 6 and the south 16 feet of Lot 7, Block 2, Patridge’s Addition to the City of Ann Arbor Subdivision, Liber 60 of Plats, Page 317, Washtenaw County Records, City of Ann Arbor, Washtenaw County, Michigan.

Further, the provisions of these regulations shall be adopted and incorporated into the African American Museum (1528 Pontiac Trail) Planned Unit Development (PUD) zoning district.  These regulations, however, are intended to supplement only those provisions in the City Codes that may be modified as a part of a PUD and shall not be construed to replace or modify other provisions or regulations in the City Codes.    

Section 3: Findings
During the public hearings on this PUD, the Planning Commission and City Council determined that:

(A)
The development of the property described above for the establishment of the African American Museum of Cultural and Historical Museum of Washtenaw County (AACHM) will provide a beneficial effect for the City.
(B)
The surrounding neighborhood contains several historic sites that were a part of the Underground Railroad system.  The Beckley residence, a block north at 1709 Pontiac Trail, is on the National  Underground Railroad Network of Freedom, a program run by the National Park Service.  The neighborhood has historic ties to the African American community in Ann Arbor.  

(C)
It is in the best interest of the surrounding properties and the City of Ann Arbor that the relocated structure on the site be preserved on the lot described above.  Restoration of the building and site will have a beneficial effect on, and will not adversely impact, the surrounding properties or the City, in terms of public health, safety or welfare.

(D)
Limitations placed on the project are as described herein and in the PUD Development Program.
(E)
The establishment of this PUD zoning district provides for the adaptive reuse of the existing historic structure on the site as a museum.
(F)
The parcel described above meets the standards for approval as a PUD, and the regulations contained herein do not constitute the granting of special privilege or deprivation of property rights.
Section 4: PUD Regulations 
(A)
Permitted principal uses of the development shall be:  

Museum:
African American Museum of Cultural and Historical Museum of Washtenaw County (AACHM)
The building will contain research and administrative offices, exhibit space, archives and a conference/meeting room.  A museum gift shop limited to 100 square feet or less and selling only merchandise directly related to African American heritage and/or the museum.

A parking area with three spaces shall be permitted on site.  Additional parking will be off site on appropriate adjacent City streets, and by arrangement at Bethel A.M.E. Church one block away.

(B)
Permitted accessory uses shall be:

Temporary outdoor tents or structures for special events and a museum gift shop for sale of merchandise related to the AACHM.
(C)
Setbacks:

Front:
25 feet minimum (26 feet, 6 inches proposed)


Rear:
30 feet minimum (42 feet, 6 inches proposed)


Side
5 feet minimum (19 feet, 6 inches on the north; 21 feet on the south)

(D) Height:
Maximum height for all structures on the site:  30 feet 

(E)
Lot Size:  


Minimum lot size:  7,200 square feet (existing site is 8,976 square feet)
(F)
Floor Area Ratio and Open Space Requirements:

Floor area ratio, including the basement, is 44 percent; the site shall consist of 50 percent open space/lawn and gardens, not including walks, patios and the driveway.     

(G) 
Parking: 


Three parking spaces are provided on site.  Additional parking will be allowed with permission at the adjacent Bethel A.M.E. Church located at 900 John A Woods Drive.  Buses will not be left idling on adjacent neighborhood streets.  All visitors and buses will be encouraged to park in the Church parking lot as permitted in a formal parking agreement.  Parking for visitors is also permitted on several adjacent City streets.

(H)
Landscaping, Screening and Buffers:  

A conflicting land use buffer between the parking area and the abutting residential properties shall consist of:
1.
A landscaped buffer strip of variable width, between 6 and 18 feet, depending on location.

2.
A fence forming a continuous opaque screen at least 4 feet high.

3.
Canopy and evergreen trees in excess of the requirement:  1:12 proposed versus 1:20 required.
(I)
Site Access

Vehicle and bicycle access will be from Pontiac Trail via a residential width driveway; pedestrian access will be provided to both the east and west sides of the building.

(J)
Architectural Design:

All exterior lighting devices will be in keeping with the historic character of the structure and shall be adequately shielded and screened so that no light will glare directly onto any public right-of-way or property principally used for residential purposes.  Lighting devices shall be arranged and kept at a level so that the amount of light projected onto property principally used for residential purposes does not exceed 0.1 foot candle.
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