
From: Lisa Scheiman
To:
Subject:
Date:

Vargas, Nicole; Planning; City Council 
Ashley Mews Affordable Housing Units 
Thursday, June 18, 2026 4:09:03 PM

Dear Planning Commissioners, Members of the City Council, and Nicole Vargas,

We are the Board of the Ashley Mews Condominium complex.We are writing to express
concern regarding the Ann Arbor Planning Commission's consideration of converting the
Ashley Mews Affordable Housing Units (AHUs) to affordable housing rental units, instead of
owner-occupied AHUs.

The eight Ashley Mews AHUs are all subject to an Affordable Housing Covenant, which is
recorded as part of the deeds to each of those units. For example, the Affordable Housing
Covenant for Unit 44, which the City of Ann Arbor purchased in 2025, is recorded by the
Washtenaw County Register of Deeds at Liber 4179, page 453. Section 5 of the Affordable
Housing Covenant addresses the City's First Right of Refusal to purchase an AHU if the AHU
Owner desires to sell. Section 5(ii) of the Affordable Housing Covenant requires the City to sell
to an eligible buyer in the event the City exercises its right to purchase one of the AHUs,
stating, "The City shall resell the property subject to the resale price limitations of Section 4
and to an eligible buyer as defined in Section 6." There is no provision which would permit the
City to retain ownership of the AHUs or to require that they be converted to rental units, rather
than owner-occupied AHUs. To the contrary, Section 3 of the Affordable Housing Covenant
requires that the AHUs be occupied by the Owner as their primary residence. A template of the
Affordable Housing Covenant which applies to the eight Ashley Mews AHUs can be found
here: RFG draft 1/09/01. The executed and recorded Affordable Housing Covenants for the
eight Ashley Mews AHUs adhere to that template.

In addition to the deed restrictions of the Affordable Housing Covenants, the Ashley Mews
Master Deed and Bylaws also restrict rentals of the units in the Ashley Mews condominium
association. The City cannot override those property restrictions, which, like the Affordable
Housing Covenant, are part of the property rights and restrictions which run with the land.
The city is required to comply with the terms of the Affordable Housing Covenants (and all
other requirements) which apply to the Ashley Mews AHUs. Those legal requirements are
integral to the property rights of all of the owners of units in the Ashley Mews association, and
cannot be abrogated or diminished by the City.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

The Ashley Mews Board of Directors
Lisa Scheiman
Donna Rapp
Kyle Morris
Dan Korybalski
Brian Barr

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcontent.civicplus.com%2Fapi%2Fassets%2F2f866818-11f4-4559-99cb-a47bdc412e8e&data=05%7C02%7Cplanning%40a2gov.org%7C21e27d60fad44dbf158408decd756df0%7C48afa58563754170b9d1e9c568bb92f3%7C0%7C0%7C639174101425375737%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=drrMMyCxbYoz2zQ4FteN%2F%2FB%2F%2BI%2B%2BXa0HCgNnH6GMfhY%3D&reserved=0
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