
From: Henry Vanderploeg [mailto:hankav@umich.edu]  
Sent: Thursday, April 06, 2017 8:05 PM 
To: Taylor, Christopher (Mayor) <CTaylor@a2gov.org>; frenzel@a2gov.org; Kailasapathy, Sumi 
<SKailasapathy@a2gov.org>; Lumm, Jane <JLumm@a2gov.org>; Westphal, Kirk 
<KWestphal@a2gov.org>; Ackerman, Zach <ZAckerman@a2gov.org>; Grand, Julie <JGrand@a2gov.org>; 
Eaton, Jack <JEaton@a2gov.org>; Krapohl, Graydon <GKrapohl@a2gov.org>; Smith, Chip 
<ChSmith@a2gov.org>; Warpehoski, Chuck <CWarpehoski@a2gov.org>; Planning 
<Planning@a2gov.org>; Ann Arbor Energy Office <energy@a2gov.org> 
Cc: John Godfrey <jgodfrey@umich.edu>; bohemiamom@yahoo.com; ralbritt1@comcast.net; Gary 
Cooper <gcooper@cooperdesigninc.com>; coop@bria2.com; Stani Bohac <sbohac@umich.edu>; 
indiajackson@yahoo.com; Merle Rosenzweig <oriley@umich.edu> 
 
Subject: Re Moratorium request, incl. solar at Brockman; & link to Tonka Bay example 

Dear Mayor Taylor and Members of City Council, Energy Commission, and Planning Commission, 

 It has come to our attention that the permit for the 2015 Brockman ground-mounted solar installation 
has not yet been issued, and therefore a City of Ann Arbor moratorium on such solar collectors potentially 

should apply to the Brockman array, as well as to any similar pending permit applications.  So that Ann 
Arbor will not be subject to helter-skelter construction of eyesore and potentially hazardous ground-

mounted solar installations, we request that a moratorium on such constructions be immediately 

imposed.   

We request also that steps be undertaken promptly to bring about Ann Arbor’s adoption of appropriate 
solar energy zoning and regulations, as has been proposed by both the Planning Commission and City 

Council. 

An interesting example of such a moratorium is the one recently imposed by the city of Tonka Bay, 

Minnesota:                               
                                                              ORDINANCE 2016-02  

AN INTERIM ORDINANCE IMPOSING A MORATORIUM ON THE INSTALLATION OF  
SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS WITHIN THE CITY 

THE CITY OF TONKA BAY ORDAINS:  

[Full text at]  

http://www.cityoftonkabay.net/vertical/sites/%7B4A0B5943-C4EE-4132-80D2-

7FD9E610BCBF%7D/uploads/ITEM_9B_-

_2_SOLAR_ENERGY_SYSTEMS_INTERIM_ORDINANCE.pdf 

Many thanks for your consideration of our requests.  

Sincerely yours, 

Henry and Barbara Vanderploeg 

Henry A. Vanderploeg, Ph.D. 

Adjunct Professor 

School of Natural Resources & Environment 

University of Michigan 

http://www.snre.umich.edu/profile/henry_a_vanderploeg_phd  
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