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Micro-surfacing: A preventative maintenance treatment designed to fill small cracks and voids, and correct other distresses in asphalt pavements.  This treatment generally applies to structurally sound streets that are in good condition, but are starting to show definite signs of aging.  It restores the surface texture, seals the pavement, and provides a new wearing surface for traffic.  Micro-surfacing is a mixture of liquid asphalt, fine aggregate, water and other additives that is uniformly applied over the entire pavement surface (approximately 3/8 – 1/2 inch thickness).

Chip Seal:  A preventative maintenance treatment designed to fill cracks and voids, and correct other distresses in asphalt pavements.  This treatment generally applies to structurally sound streets that are in fair condition, and are showing more significant signs of aging.  Similar to micro-surfacing, it restores the surface texture, seals the pavement, and provides a new wearing surface for traffic.  A chip seal is an application of liquid asphalt sprayed over the pavement surface to penetrate the cracks and voids followed by layer of aggregate (chips) applied with a spreader.  The aggregate is compacted and embedded into the liquid asphalt using a rubber-tired roller.  After the asphalt cures, the surface is swept to remove any loose stones, and the resulting thickness is approximately 3/8 inch.  Chip seals are typically applied as treatments on lower traffic volume rural roads, or are used in combination with micro-surfacing on higher traffic volume urban roads and streets.  This combination treatment is a Cape Seal.

