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From: Mary Jane Worden
To: City Council
Subject: Pausing the Plan
Date: Monday, July 21, 2025 7:09:58 PM

[You don't often get email from Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

This message was sent from outside of the City of Ann Arbor. Please do not click links, open attachments, or follow
directions unless you recognize the source of this email and know the content is safe.

Hello -
I live at  Ann Arbor. I truly believe Ann Arbor offers “cool neighborhoods for everyone.” It
allowed me to rent, own a cool condo on the Old West Side, and move over to the quieter family neighborhood of
Burns Park.
I truly worry about the plan. I do not understand how this is bringing affordable housing to A2. By reducing set
backs, increasing building heights, etc., how many trees are you eliminating from Tree Town? What is the
environmental impact? With all these taller buildings how much sunlight will reach the ground?
A multi unit dwelling without parking “dropped” in a single family neighborhood would signicantly change the
neighborhood - in appearance and in safety (additional traffic) - and with future infrastructure (roads and sewers)
issues. Please do not be short sighted on these issues. It seems like more tax revenue but it maybe changing the long
term landscape. My mom always told me not to be penny wise, pound foolish!
Please be thoughtful and thorough. Please think about your constituents that live in Ann Arbor and pay taxes. Please
do not be swayed by developers and landlords. They are not your long term residents that make Ann Arbor the
beautiful city that it is. Please pause the plan and include us.
Thank you,
Mary Jane Worden

Sent from my iPhone







For these reasons, this draft resolution is exceedingly disappointing. Needlessly restricting the
typology of buildings in residential areas to triplexes at most (outside of “fitting existing
contexts” that would be easy for those opposed to push back on) is frustrating to see. Limiting
the number of units per building and/or the number of bedrooms per unit feels particularly
targeted towards restricting where students can easily live, and seems directly counter to the
understanding that addressing housing shortages in the city will need to be collaborative with
the University of Michigan. We need as much new housing as we can get, and if people
from more affluent backgrounds are willing to pay more for newer, nicer places opening
up older, cheaper options for others that is a good thing. As such, introducing further
restrictions on what is possible to build (floor/area ratio, maximum lot coverage, building
height, etc.) is particularly frustrating.

In being elected to the council, you all primarily campaigned on addressing housing/land use
related issues to work towards improving the material conditions of the city. It is frustrating to
see you backslide on essential parts of this, creating a “too many cooks” situation on the
Comprehensive Land Use Plan through resolutions like this and the one a few months ago on
building heights. I ask that you reject the 7/21/25 Resolution Regarding the Draft
Comprehensive Land Use Plan (agenda item DC-3). The planning commission has been
working very hard looking at what has and has not worked for other communities around the
US and policies in peer countries. We should trust their expertise and not water down the
comprehensive plan. If you must pass a resolution, please remove items regarding limitations
on units per building, bedrooms per unit, building height, floor/area ratio, and lot coverage. If
you cannot, please at least reduce the restrictions put in place. You were elected to represent
all constituents, not just those with the money and time available to be regularly present at
council and planning commission meetings. Please be visionary for the future of Ann Arbor as
a city and its current and future residents, not just the nostalgic past version that is impossible
to return to. The status quo simply isn't good enough, we need bold and dramatic
changes.

Thank you for your time,
Donal Couch
Ward 3



From: Suzanne Camino
To: City Council
Subject: New City Plan
Date: Monday, July 21, 2025 7:09:46 PM

[You don't often get email from Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

This message was sent from outside of the City of Ann Arbor. Please do not click links, open attachments, or follow
directions unless you recognize the source of this email and know the content is safe.

Dear Council Members,

I am very concerned that my street and neighborhood is being recommended for rezoning in the new city plan,
without sufficient input from the people it will affect the most. We live on Kellogg St., which is a dead end street off
of Pontiac Trail. We were very happy to purchase a home in a neighborhood that included economically diverse
residences, including apartments, townhouses, section 8 housing and detached single family residences. It is a
pleasant neighborhood near the river. We have mostly lost the use of the riverside park, Argo, on the weekends since
the city decided to advertise the Cascades to a multi-state area, but we still appreciate the relative peace we have
found living here and the many friends we have made. Now we seem to be in a position of having to fight the
inappropriate zoning that the planning commission is insisting on putting through, but we are begging for a less
adversarial process where the planning commission would slow down and take the time to gather input and achieve
something more like consensus for what is supposed to be a shared vision of our city, and not a top down insistence
on enormous changes that make people afraid and upset and threatened. This is how our federal government is
currently working. I hope that we can do better at the local level.

In short- our neighborhood of low rise apartments, townhomes and modest single family homes should be not be
zoned to more than 3 stories. Do not ruin our neighborhood, and do not turn it over to developers to reshape as they
wish. Listen to the people most affected. This is our home. Please slow down this process and let’s have a real, city-
wide consensus, even if it doesn’t align with council’s own preferences. Many of us care deeply about affordable
and low- income housing- we would like to find solutions to the housing problems as citizens working together and
not as adversaries whose homes and neighborhoods are under threat from developers who care nothing about us.
Sincerely,
Suzanne Camino





From: Jay Wren
To: City Council
Subject: kindly asking vote no on DC-3 tonight
Date: Monday, July 21, 2025 7:09:37 PM

[You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

This message was sent from outside of the City of Ann Arbor. Please do not click links, open attachments, or follow
directions unless you recognize the source of this email and know the content is safe.

Greetings City Council,

This is the opposite direction we need. Please vote No on DC-3.

Thank You,
--
Jay Wren

Ward 1





Advisory Board, to facilitate intergovernmental coordination and resource-sharing.

Crucially, there is a precedent: Resolution DC-7, which saw the Council act swiftly in support
of Food Gatherers. Building on this momentum, the city can now pursue deeper structural
collaboration instead of just more funding. This model scales well, requires no new physical
infrastructure, and invites cross-sector innovation. It could also unlock matching philanthropic
dollars, research partnerships, and new grant opportunities.

In short, we want a strategic alliance that redefines how Ann Arbor approaches hunger. By
bringing together the intellectual, educational, and logistical strengths of its leading
institutions, the city can create a more just, effective, and sustainable food system for all.

Thank you for your time,

Jack Pottow

Zoren Bhabhrawala (president and founder) Jordan Reingold, Beckett Crooks (board
members) and the rest of the food gathering pioneers team at pioneer high school.
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