Ann Arbor Commission on Disability Issues
April 15, 2015
Meeting Minutes

Commissioners Present:	Sally Petersen, Larry Davis,  Linda Evans, , Larry Keeler, Amy Shepherd,  Kirk Westphal, Anna Schnitzer, Lloyd Shelton, West Resendes
Commissioners Excused:	Allison Stroud
Sign Language Interpreter:	Tammy Carmichael and Cathy Cherico
CART and Close 
Caption Services:	Sue Deer Hall

CTN Operator:	Michael Pilon

I. Roll Call
Chairperson Petersen called the meeting to order at 3:18 p.m.  The Commissioners individually introduced themselves.
II. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
Correction made by Vice Chair Evans; IVb. crossroads to crosswalks, task force two words. VIb. Peterson to Petersen, state to City. IVe, PIA community access to Pedestrian Safety and Access Task Force stakeholder group. VIIa., change of Disability to for Disability. 
Correction made by Chair Petersen; IVb., Amy Presspitch to Sarah Presspitch Gryniewicz.
Commissioner Resendes, seconded by Commissioner Keeler, motioned to approve the March 18, 2015 meeting minutes as amended.  Motion approved.
III. Approval of Agenda
Vice Chair Evans, seconded by Commissioner Keeler, motioned to approve April 15, 2015 meeting agenda as amended.  Motion approved.
Amended Changes: Vice Chair Evans; remove Michael Benham presentation on the M-One Car, Wally Line. Presentation postponed until May as well as another group Amtrak Group design for access for all wheelchairs to board. 
Chair Petersen; Ira Lax not able to present today. 
Agenda approved. 
IV. Presentations-None

V. Public Comments – 	Connie Pulcipher- Works in Systems Planning for the City and works with the Ann Arbor Pedestrian Safety and Access Taskforce- Listening today to report back to the Winter Maintenance committee what has come out of this meeting today.

VI. Old Business
a. City Personnel Report – None


b. Chair Report- 
Sally Petersen met with HR Director, Robyn Wilkerson and City Administrator, Steve Powers to talk about how we can balance the workload for staff. Outcome: Committee structure-2 that need administrative services. 
· Community Engagement- 4th Thursday of every month- Chairperson Petersen to chair –start time 5:30pm
· Partners In Access-1st Thursday of every month-Vice Chair Evans to chair-start time 5:30pm
HR to map out schedule for rest of 2015 for Disabilities Commission and two subcommittee meetings. Including  posting, meeting rooms and language interpreters. 

If CART or language interpreter services are not needed for a meeting, committee members are to inform Chairperson Peterson ahead of time so that services can be cancelled. 

Chairperson Petersen asked that committee members email her with special accommodations needed for any of the standing committee meetings and she will work with HR to make sure special accommodations are met. 

Question from Commissioner Keeler. Is Voting Committee an activity or a committee? Chairperson Peterson clarified that it would be an activity. 

Vice Chair Evans: Formatting Agenda: Standing Committees first, Activities second.  

Commission Roster- Chairperson Peterson to rework. 

Commissioner Keeler requests that updated roster is updated in Braille. 

c. Recruiting Committee

i. Commissioner Keeler announced contact information for Sharie Sell, City Liaison, at (734) 794­6123 or ssell@a2gov.org.  Those interested may also call the Mayor’s Office at (734) 794­6161, visit the Disability Resources Page at a2gov.org/disabilityresources, or email a2disabilityissues@gmail.com.
Reviewed work report and flyer. Vice Chair Evans to add contacts to email outreach. 

d. Community Engagement Committee

ii. Chairperson Petersen met March 25th and cover updates to agenda. 
iii. Thanks Linda Evans for pulling together the panel at EMU in Derrick Jackson’s class. Was videotaped and available in DVD.
iv. Access Ann Arbor segment featuring Austin Shepherd has been rescheduled from April 2nd to June 18th.  Comment made by Vice Chair Evans;  Opportunity to do three more types of interviews. 
v. Erin Eli has designed the business cards. Cards to include contact information for three of the resources for people with disabilities. Committee members are working to get competitive quotes and will discuss at the next meeting in April. Commissioner Davis thanked the members working on this project, he thought it was a great use to have the cards and the resource information. Commissioner Keeler suggested including cards with the flyers. 
vi. Do not need a Resolution to council to direct the Chief of Police to broaden his plans for Disability Awareness training for AAPD and staff to include training. Met with Chief Seto and Carolyn Grawl, the head of CIL. Action to be taken soon. Training to be designed with 3 levels of content. Chief Seto to see if others in the county are interested in the training. Question: Commissioner Davis, Would it be appropriate for the commission members to attend? Question: Commissioner Schnitzr, Would there be any reason to contact the Uof M DPS
vii. Blooms Day event is May 16th.  Volunteer needed to get contact information out for donations. 


		


e. Partners in Access Committee

viii. In today’s packet  is the edited version of draft resolution sent to Chris Frost in City Attorney’s office. 
ix. Thank you to Amy Shepherd for her organization and wording of the resolution. 
x. Meeting notes in packet with additional ideas for resolution. 
xi. Vice Chairperson Evans moves to approve the resolution that will go to City Council on giving advice on the Pedestrian Safety and Access Task Force regarding the sidewalk ordinance. Commissioner Keeler seconded. 
Discussion:
xii. P1 None
xiii. P2 None
xiv. P3 None
xv. P4 None
xvi. Amendment Added: Whereas; The ADA Title II Regulations Revised Final Title II Regulation states under Section  §35.133 Maintenance of Accessible Features: 
(a) A public entity shall maintain in operable working conditions those features of facilities and equipment that are required to be readily accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities by the Act or this part; and  

Vice Chair Evans moved that this be added as a new whereas clause. Commissioner Shepherd seconded. 

Discussion: Commissioner Shepherd  thinks both paragraphs would be redundant. Chairperson Petersen thought the first paragraph is ADA specific and this whereas paragraph drills down more. Others agreed.

Approved  to add new whereas in addition to 
keeping ADA language whereas, paragraph 4




xvii. Amendment added: Whereas; The ADA defines “Facility” as all or any portion of buildings, structures, sites, complexes, equipment, rolling stock or other conveyances, roads, walks, passageways, parking lots, or other real or personal property, including the site where the building, property, structure, or equipment is located. 

Vice Chair Evans moved that this be added as a new   whereas clause. Commissioner Shepherd seconded. 

Disscussion:
Vice Chair Evans can we capitalize or bold: walks, passageways and at the end 
Commissioner Schnitzer does not think that is in the commission’s jurisdiction to capitalize or bold words coming directly from ADA language.  Others agree. 
Amendment is to remove caps. Approved. 
Amendment to add whereas. Approved. Commissioner Keeler opposed. 

xviii. RESOLVED, That the Ann Arbor Commission on Disability Issues adopts the following recommendations to City Council regarding the proposed ordinance and requests that the City Council take into consideration access for all citizens of Ann Arbor. These recommendations reflect the pedestrian safety needs of community members and homeowners with disabilities. 
Discussion:
Chairperson Peterson amendment proposal to add as well as homeowners, Amy Shepherd proposes.. and homeowners with disabilities.  Approved

	
   	       xix. 	Chairperson Petersen motions to add a sentence: Alternatively, the Commission urges the City to clear the streets to the same standards as residents are required to clear the sidewalks. Amy Shepherd seconds. 
No Discussion
	Approved
xx. 2. Section 1, 4:60 (1) addresses the “Removal of snow and ice from sidewalks, walks, and ramps,” for nonresidential areas. The Commission on Disability Issues believes that any snow or ice on the ground can be a barrier for people with disabilities. The Commission recommends that all accumulation of snow and ice be removed and ice be treated using sand, salt and other suitable substance as treatments to facilitate fully accessible pedestrian use. 

Amy Shepherd proposes amendment. Remove word “ immediately”  from the paragraph. Commissioner Keeler seconded. 
Discussion
Shepherd amendment to the amendment. The Commission recommends that all accumulation of snow and ice be removed and treated using sand, and salt on ice and other suitable substance as treatments to facilitate fully accessible pedestrian use.
Discussion
	Vice Commission Evans amendment to add “accessible”
	Approved

Vice Commission Evans proposes amendment add sentence to number 2. Section1 phrase: replace “ a person who is blind, a wheelchair user and a person who uses other mobility devices”  Commissioner Davis seconds. 
Discussion

Xi. 	2. Section 1, 4:60 (1) addresses the “Removal of snow and ice from sidewalks, walks, and ramps,” for nonresidential areas. The Commission on Disability Issues believes that any snow or ice on the ground can be a barrier for people with disabilities. The Commission recommends that all accumulation of snow and ice be removed and ice be treated using sand, salt and other suitable substance as treatments to facilitate fully accessible pedestrian use. If the wording becomes too ambiguous (“effectively sprinkled”; “in such a manner as to prevent”; "until such time as it can be removed”) then the snow and ice removal becomes inadequate for a person who is blind, a wheelchair user and a person who uses other mobility devices (including, but not limited to, braces, guide dogs, canes and walkers).

Approved

	xii.	Section 3 None
xiii.	Section 4. Section 1, 4:60 (2) addresses the “Removal of snow and ice from sidewalks walks, and ramps,” for residential areas. The Commission on Disability Issues believes that any snow or ice on the ground can be a barrier for people with disabilities. The Commission recommends that all accumulation of snow and ice be removed and ice be treated using sand, salt or other suitable substance as treatments to facilitate fully accessible pedestrian use. The Commission believes that language such as “within 24 hours after the end of each accumulation of snow;” “accumulation of snow of greater than 1 inch and any compacted snow of greater than ½ inch,” is too complicated and subjective to personal opinion to ensure snow removal is adequate for a person who is blind, a wheelchair user and a person who uses other mobility devices (including but not limited to, braces, guide dogs, canes and walkers). The same goes for Section 1 4:60 (3) where it states “within 18 hours after any ice forms.” The Commission also recommends that the City add more salt and sand pick up locations.

Commissioner Shepherd motions amendment. Commissioner Keeler seconds. 
	Discussion
	Sand, Salt or other substance
	Approved
	xiv.	Vice Chair Evans moves that the phrase Sand, Salt or other substance be used wherever there is sand salt reference. Commissioner Schnitzr seconded
	Approved
	xv.	Vice Chair Evans moves that the phrase is adequate for a person who is blind, a wheelchair user and a person who uses other mobility devices (including but not limited to, braces, guide dogs, canes and walkers) is added where appropriate to the document.  Commissioner Keeler seconded. 
	Discussion-None
	Approved
xiv.	Recommendation 5-None
xv.	Recommendation 6- None
xvi.	Recommendation 7-  
Vice Chair Evans moves to amend Section 3, 4:62 addresses Financial Hardship. The Commission on Disability Issues recommends a standard definition of proof of financial hardship. Additionally, a scale of payment and fines, based on the government poverty scale for people with low income, should be posted. Commissioner Shepherd seconds. 
Discussion-None
Approved
xvii.	Recommendation 8 Chair Petersen reads. 

Sheperd moves add a sentence before last sentence, second by 
Discussion
Disability-Related Hardship: The ordinance fails to mention Disability-Related Hardship as a barrier for residents who are unable to remove the snow and ice from their sidewalks. The Commission recommends that a clause be included that accounts for people with disabilities whose disability-related hardships impedes them from removing the snow themselves. If needed, proof of a disability-related hardship could include, but may not be limited to a doctor’s note, AATA disability card or senior ride card.  In such an instance where a citizen can prove both financial and disability related hardships, we recommend the City be responsible for removing the snow and or ice. 
Discussion- None
Approved
Motion to approve resolution as amended
Discussion-None
Approved. 
xviii. Update on 2nd story coffee-house.
xix. Visited Amtrak station on April 8th, new device.
xx. Update on accessible playground at Gallup Park. 
xxi. Meeting of Winter Maintenance Committee April 16th
xxii. Note to Sharie that approved resolution goes to Pedestrian Task Force and City Council on April 16th.
xxiii. Next PIA committee meeting is May7th at 5:30pm need a room.  




i. 
xxiv. New Business

a. Chairperson Petersen referenced the University of Michigan Council of Disability Concern packet material, included April meeting minutes.

xxv. Announcements 

a. Commissioner Keeler informed the Commission the Ann Arbor Chapter of the National Federation of the Blind first Sunday of the Month.  Meeting will be 12:30-3:30pm at 221 W. Liberty. 
b. Commissioner   Schnitzr-  Working on Investing in Ability to take place in October-Theme is Resisting, Stigmatizing, Stereotyping and Bullying. 

xxvi.  Adjournment – Chairperson Petersen adjourned the meeting at 5:08 p.m.

Submitted by:  Sharie Sell, Human Resources Services Partner
