[bookmark: _GoBack]Draft Resolution in Support of Permanently Ending “Dark Money” Contributions
 from Investor-owned Utilities in Michigan	Comment by John Renate: “Electric” was dropped here and in the first paragraph vs. previous drafts since utilities are not just electric utilities.  Similarly the E was dropped in the acronym EIOU in multiple locations.
WHEREAS, contributions by investor-owned regulated utilities (IOUs) which operate in Michigan to political “issue advocacy” (so-called “dark money”) 501(c)(4) or Internal Revenue Code 527 entities organizations have recently come to light following a settlement between the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) and one of the state’s largest utilities; 
WHEREAS, these contributions allow IOUs and other companies to advocate about issues of significant to their customers and communities with limited or no transparency; 
WHEREAS, utilities are among the largest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions (GHG), where electricity generation contributes 28% of all U.S. GHG emissions in 2017 (U.S. EPA) and where fugitive natural gas emissions also make a significant, albeit much smaller, contribution; 	Comment by John Renate: The generic term utilities, as opposed to IOUs, is used here since not just IOUs but all utilities contribute to electricity generation’s 28% share of U.S. emissions.	Comment by John Renate: Added this statement about NG fugitive emissions since many Michigan utilities provide both electricity and NG and this paragraph links to the Energy Commission’s interest in reducing all GHG emissions, regardless of the source.
WHEREAS, the unique nature and impacts of the utility industry are already recognized by national and state law, as reflected in the fact that the industry is regulated, requiring greater transparency and disclosure of financial and activities than most industries;	Comment by John Renate: As above, the generic term is more appropriate here than IOUs.
WHEREAS, transparency about the advocacy positions of companies in this unique position is key to the ability of the state to effectively regulate and the citizens to themselves to advocate for policies in their best interest; be it therefore
RESOLVED, that the Energy Commission requests the City of Ann Arbor Policy Agenda Committee to formally request and support our elected State of Michigan representatives in establishing legislations permanently prohibiting monopoly IOUs and their parent companies from making contributions affecting the IOUs to 501(c)(4) and 527 entities by the end of July, 2019; and	Comment by John Renate: This replaces “City Council” here and in the last RESOLVED clause, as per our discussions in the last commission meeting.	Comment by John Renate: Changed from “…our elected official in Lansing in …”.
RESOLVED, that the Energy Commission requests the Policy Agenda Committee to support the enactment of legislation at all levels that takes a strong stance in support of full transparency requiring the full disclosure of all political and lobbying contributions.


