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City Administrator’s Report September 3, 2024 prepared for City Council. Kindly forward questions, comments, 
or suggestions for input to mdohoney@a2gov.org, jfournier@a2gov.org, or shiggins@a2gov.org. 
 

Safety Update September is National Preparedness Month. It is sponsored by the US Department of Homeland 
Security. Preparing for emergencies and disasters can help keep families and their communities safe and more 
resilient. Ready.gov is a site dedicated to helping families and communities prepare for emergencies. Information 
on emergency kits for the home, creating a family communication plan, and information on the FEMA app are 
available in many languages. As the saying goes, “An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure”. 

Thank you for making A2 Be Safe! 

Happy Birthday Ann Arbor! Bicentennial (1824-2024). A bicentennial events calendar is available via 
https://a2bicentennial.org/events.  Join our year-long celebration to honor Ann Arbor's 
bicentennial. There are many planned events scheduled to celebrate this historical 
(2024) milestone, many of which will be fun, educational, unifying and inclusive.  

Current Bicentennial Celebration planning progress and opportunities for community 
involvement are available via www.a2gov.org/a200.    
Learn more about more projects underway and in need of community support — new features to Bicentennial 
Park (formerly Southeast Area Park); a statue honoring Kathy Kozachenko, the first openly gay person elected to 
political office (Ann Arbor City Council) in the United States; and restoration of the James L. Crawford Elks Lodge, 
the fraternal organization founded in 1899 by Black men denied entry into existing fraternal groups.  

You can find additional event and bicentennial information at www.a2bicentennial.org. Would you like to 
collaborate with A2 Bicentennial on your event or do you have an event to add to the calendar? Please email 
info@a2bicentennial.org. 

Sustainability & Innovations Corner. Catch up on the latest from the Ann Arbor Office of Sustainability and 
Innovations (OSI). For more information, including registration links, visit OSI online. 

• News OSI Newsletter is now available. We’re delighted to share our latest edition of the Charging Station – 
the newsletter from OSI. A copy is attached but the editions are all available at 
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Newsletter-Events/Pages/default.aspx.  
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• The A2ZERO Home Energy Advisor program is now open for all Ann Arbor residents!  The wait list has been 
addressed, and the portal is open.  Sign up for your free home assessment, and individualized 
decarbonization plan for your home.  Bring all your questions – upstairs is hot?  bills are high?  water heater 
needs replacing soon?  Learn more and sign up at https://a2zerohea.org/  

• Launch of Commercial EV Charger Program: OSI is pleased to announce that applications for the City of Ann 
Arbor's Commercial EV Charger Program are now live! With the goal of increasing the availability of publicly 
accessible EV chargers, the Commercial EV Charger Program provides an opportunity for commercial and 
multifamily property owners in Ann Arbor to receive up to four FREE level 2 EV chargers. To learn more about 
the program and view our application, visit osi.a2gov.org/evchargerprogram.  

• 5MW of Solar…and Growing! OSI is pleased to share we’ve reached a major milestone – 5MW of solar 
energy generated through our Solarize program. From a twinkle in the eye a few years ago to one of the 
cornerstone programs in the Sustainability Office, Solarize has helped over 690 households install solar – 
equating to $2.3 million in upfront cost savings. To learn more about Solarize or whether solar is a good 
option for you, please see www.a2gov.org/solar.   

• Green Fair is Friday, Sept. 20 from 5-8pm and City departments are invited to apply for a table at the 
event.  This high-traffic event is a great opportunity to let residents know the great work you are doing to 
support a sustainable, vibrant community!  Details at a2gov.org/greenfair 

• Check out Green Light: A new series from CTN and OSI that digs into sustainability in Ann Arbor with the 
residents who are envisioning, creating, and establishing a sustainable and equitable future for our 
community. Check out our episodes at 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLw6eY79a9rp8VTqYvxRst5C0qs8U7dwXE  

• Air Quality Monitoring | Friday, Sept. 13, 6 – 7:30 PM | Ann Arbor District Library, Westgate branch Join staff 
from the City of Ann Arbor’s Office of Sustainability and Innovations and Office of Information Technology to 
learn about Ann Arbor’s air quality monitoring work. Learn more about our air quality monitoring work and 
register for the forum.  

• Climate Action in Tübingen, German – What we can learn from Ann Arbor’s Sister City | Wednesday Sept. 
18, 6 – 7:30 PM | Ann Arbor District Library, Downtown Branch Hear from Lord Mayor Palmer of Tübingen, 
Germany as he shares what Ann Arbor’s Sister City is doing to equitably address the climate crisis and how 
it can help shape Ann Arbor’s A2ZERO initiative. This interactive session provides a truly unique opportunity 
to hear directly from representatives from one of Ann Arbor’s Sister Cities about their work to make Tübingen 
one of the most sustainable cities in the world. 

• Local Food Festival | Thursday, Sept. 26, 5 – 8 PM | Ann Arbor Farmers Market A community celebration of 
the beauty and bounty of local food & farming. Sample local foods, exchange your gently used cookbooks, 
purchase a meal or treat from one of our vendors, enjoy live music, play games, and connect with others in 
the community. Plus, enter for a chance to win prizes from local businesses! Free to attend. 

• City Releases RFP for Phase II Study – The City just released a request for proposal for a Phase II 
Municipalization study. This study can be found at: https://www.a2gov.org/departments/finance-admin-
services/purchasing/Pages/Proposals.aspx. All responses are due by Friday, Oct. 11, 2024.  

• City Releases a Request for Information on Sustainable Energy Utility Formation – The City just released a 
request for qualifications and information from firms that have helped local governments create new 
municipal utilities -especially those focused on sustainability. The work stream and scope of work can be 
found at: https://www.a2gov.org/departments/finance-admin-
services/purchasing/Pages/StateOfQualifications-RequestForInformation.aspx.  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fa2zerohea.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CSHiggins%40a2gov.org%7Cb7b327e54cee4c7e56d708dcc6a37037%7C48afa58563754170b9d1e9c568bb92f3%7C0%7C0%7C638603652513424556%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FsAJ1NPr4hY9XuLpaq06Zhq%2BDx9xPnMPj7AtZWjlGxo%3D&reserved=0
http://www.a2gov.org/solar
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLw6eY79a9rp8VTqYvxRst5C0qs8U7dwXE&data=05%7C02%7CJESatterlee%40a2gov.org%7C36f11e7d98b74df576b208dcc1ffbe82%7C48afa58563754170b9d1e9c568bb92f3%7C0%7C0%7C638598551370856621%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XZIIGcwllir%2FDroV8eNS0Jj093ZSKavavhB30D%2FvUco%3D&reserved=0
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/finance-admin-services/purchasing/Pages/Proposals.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/finance-admin-services/purchasing/Pages/Proposals.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/finance-admin-services/purchasing/Pages/StateOfQualifications-RequestForInformation.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/finance-admin-services/purchasing/Pages/StateOfQualifications-RequestForInformation.aspx


3 City of Ann Arbor City Administrator’s Report – September 3, 2024 
The City’s Mission is to deliver exceptional services that sustain and enhance a vibrant, safe and diverse community. 

 

• Subscribe to the OSI Newsletter.  If you haven’t already, please subscribe to monthly, detailed 
newsletter highlighting some of the sustainability-related activities unfolding in the community. If you 
aren’t already, please subscribe at: 
 https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIANNA/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIANNA_146 

 

Ordinance Chapter 14, 1:316 Sole/Best Source Data. Pursuant to changes approved by City Council on July 15, 
2019, to Chapter 14, 1:316, attached is the Sole/Best Source data for August 2024 for purchases over $5,000. 

September 3 Council Meeting will feature the following items of interest:  

Consent Agenda (20). There are 20 items on the consent agenda.  

Public Hearings (2).  Public Hearings are listed under Second Reading. 

Ordinances – First Reading (3).  

• An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 75 (Leaf Blowers) of Title VI of the Code of the City of Ann Arbor 
• Unified Development Code Amendments (Transit Corridor Additional Standards, Parking Structures) 
• Unified Development Code Amendments (Height Exceptions, Stormwater Reviews, Development 

Approvals, Finished Grade) 
Ordinances – Second Reading (2).  

• A Public Hearing and An Ordinance to Amend Sections 1:175 Through 1:185 of Chapter 8 - Organization 
of Boards and Commissions of Title I Administration of The Code of The City of Ann Arbor (Planning 
Commission Modifications) (ORD-24-16) 
 

• A Public Hearing and An Ordinance to Amend Section 5.10.2 of Chapter 55 (Unified Development Code) 
of Title V of the Code of the City of Ann Arbor  - Rezoning of 59 Parcels in the Washtenaw Avenue/East 
Stadium Boulevard Areas to TC1 (Transit Corridor District), (CPC Recommendation: Approval - 8 Yeas and 
0 Nays) (ORD-24-15) 

 

Ask Ann, City of Ann Arbor’s Virtual Assistant, is Now Live. The City of Ann Arbor is launching Ask Ann, a fully 
integrated and automated web chat assistant to help people find information available from the city’s website, 
www.a2gov.org, 24/7.   

Ask Ann is built into the city website, using the technology behind large language models, or conversational 
artificial intelligence (AI), which makes it easier for anyone to get quick answers to questions, find detailed 
information on city services and projects, submit service requests, and contact staff. Leveraging the latest 
technology and machine learning, Ask Ann understands and communicates proficiently in 71 different languages, 
showcasing the advancements in conversational AI for a more seamless and inclusive customer experience.  
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To chat with Ask Ann, people only have to visit the city website, www.a2gov.org, where both desktop and mobile 
users will notice the feature on the bottom right section of their browser window. Clicking on the Ask Ann icon 
launches the chat window, greeting visitors and prompting them to enter their question.  

If at any time during the chat a person needs further assistance, they can send in a message with Ask Ann and a 
member of city staff will follow up during business hours.  

To bring this new tool to life, the City of Ann Arbor partnered with Citibot, based in Charleston, South Carolina. 
The City of Ann Arbor is among the first municipalities in Michigan to implement the Citibot customer service 
solution.   

Prepare for Nov. 5 General Election. If you still need to register to vote, and if you still need to register to vote 
in Ann Arbor (residents who’ve recently moved to the city, students, recently eligible voters, for example), you 
may do so now, in two different ways: 

In person at the Ann Arbor City Clerk’s Office, second floor of Larcom City Hall, 301 E. Huron St. The city clerk’s 
office is open 8 a.m.–5 p.m. daily. 

Online at the Michigan Voter Information Center. 

Registered voters still needing to apply for an absentee ballot can request an absentee ballot online at the 
Michigan Voter Information Center; by printing out and submitting an application; or in person at the Ann Arbor 
City Clerk’s office. Visit a2gov.org/elections for details. 

Early voting in the General Election will begin nine days before Election Day (on Saturday, Oct. 26) and will 
continue through Sunday, Nov. 3. 

For your complete guide to voting information and resources, visit the Ann Arbor elections website, or reach out 
to the city clerk’s office with any questions at 734.794.6140 or cityclerk@a2gov.org.  

2024 Water Resource Recovery Facility Open House. The Ann Arbor Water Resource Recovery Facility Open 
House is Saturday, Sept. 14! The event takes place at the water treatment facility, 49 S. Dixboro Road, 9 a.m.–
noon. Learn how Ann Arbor’s wastewater is treated, and meet the city staff behind the fascinating process.  

Free tours of the plant will be offered, running every 20 minutes, and must be reserved in advance. The last tour 
will start at 11:40 a.m.  

• Ann Arbor Hands-on Museum activities for kids of all ages 
• Interaction with staff to learn about the plant and how things work 
• Huron River Watershed Council exhibit 
• Light refreshments 

Bring the family; all ages are welcome! 

Save the Date! Public Works Open House to Offer Hands-on Fun! All are invited to the Ann Arbor Public Works 
Open House Saturday, Oct. 5, 10 a.m.–1 p.m., 4251 Stone School Road. The family-friendly event will include: 

• Paint a city snow plow, and vote on your favorite name for the trucks 
• Touch a truck 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.a2gov.org%252Fdepartments%252Fwaste-water-treatment%252FPages%252Fdefault.aspx%2F3%2F01010191a530a990-e37d2ada-1952-41fb-bb48-9d931989f5f0-000000%2F1D_-EelPwY_4uvdQnEdE4zpyVfuTwkn7XXI2zwsdCfc%3D368&data=05%7C02%7Cshiggins%40a2gov.org%7Cdab7ad427b8b465fb9f108dcc93ab502%7C48afa58563754170b9d1e9c568bb92f3%7C0%7C0%7C638606504597399102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v8S3M2LIFC6dd%2F9pTTeFZOjqjSAA1RErTRqWVcKYzc4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.a2gov.org%252Fdepartments%252Fpublic-works%252FPages%252Fdefault.aspx%2F2%2F01010191a530a990-e37d2ada-1952-41fb-bb48-9d931989f5f0-000000%2Fz8Evs45QpofTG1EsFafWFhOdAw1J-SLcKUiO2U1wT0c%3D368&data=05%7C02%7Cshiggins%40a2gov.org%7Cdab7ad427b8b465fb9f108dcc93ab502%7C48afa58563754170b9d1e9c568bb92f3%7C0%7C0%7C638606504597668828%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LMX3NBLoWuhRk3zhsK0VUCM1rp30%2BPWcY8qvAu1Zxos%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.a2gov.org%252Fdepartments%252Fpublic-works%252FPages%252Fdefault.aspx%2F2%2F01010191a530a990-e37d2ada-1952-41fb-bb48-9d931989f5f0-000000%2Fz8Evs45QpofTG1EsFafWFhOdAw1J-SLcKUiO2U1wT0c%3D368&data=05%7C02%7Cshiggins%40a2gov.org%7Cdab7ad427b8b465fb9f108dcc93ab502%7C48afa58563754170b9d1e9c568bb92f3%7C0%7C0%7C638606504597668828%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LMX3NBLoWuhRk3zhsK0VUCM1rp30%2BPWcY8qvAu1Zxos%3D&reserved=0


5 City of Ann Arbor City Administrator’s Report – September 3, 2024 
The City’s Mission is to deliver exceptional services that sustain and enhance a vibrant, safe and diverse community. 

 

• Fix a water main break and clogged storm sewer 
• Tour of the salt dome 
• Operate a solid waste truck 

These events are FREE and geared toward adults and kids of all ages. 

Ann Arbor Parks & Recreation Millage to Appear on Nov. 5 General Election Ballot. The 2025–2044 Park 
Maintenance and Capital Improvements Millage renewal proposal is set to appear on the Nov. 5 General 
Election ballot, asking Ann Arbor voters to decide whether to continue supporting the Ann Arbor park system. 
If passed, the renewed millage would continue funding park system enhancements, repairs and restoration for 
the next 20 years. The millage renewal proposal remains for 1.10 mills and does not pose an increase; the rate 
would remain the same as the millage that is expiring this year. Visit parks online for answers to frequently 
asked questions, to learn about projects and activities funded through the current and past millages and much 
more. Additional questions — or interest in scheduling a parks and recreation informational presentation for 
your neighborhood or community organization this summer or fall — can be directed to parks@a2gov.org. 

Natural Area Preservation Events. City of Ann Arbor Natural Area Preservation (NAP) works to protect and 
restore Ann Arbor’s natural areas and to foster an environmental ethic within the community. This involves 
conducting plant and animal inventories, ecological monitoring, and stewardship projects in Ann Arbor’s parks. 
These tasks are performed by both staff and volunteers. NAP also offers environmental education and 
enrichment activities for kindergarten- fifth-grade students (K-5), seniors and the general public. NAP is sharing 
events planned for September 2024. To attend an event, participants are encouraged to preregister using 
VolunteerHub at https://cityofannarbor.volunteerhub.com/lp/nap; registration links to each event in 
VolunteerHub are also provided with each description. 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.a2gov.org%252Fdepartments%252FParks-Recreation%252Fadministrative%252FPages%252FMaintenance-and-Improvements.aspx%2F1%2F010101915cb90507-48f118d5-cbe9-47f9-9335-9b9554f17b53-000000%2F6Ws6A7NyTXn6Nq5wTkl-gaG2DyIbphizzslw03aLVv0%3D366&data=05%7C02%7Cshiggins%40a2gov.org%7Cf485c7702c524f88485b08dcbe2bf3b1%7C48afa58563754170b9d1e9c568bb92f3%7C0%7C0%7C638594343202494588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XI2S7ggmgcRoBPVbBJICZERvkyfHdXrbQUQzA4pqdEc%3D&reserved=0
mailto:parks@a2gov.org
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcityofannarbor.volunteerhub.com%2Flp%2Fnap&data=05%7C02%7CSHiggins%40a2gov.org%7C0d036bb6070141b7152108dc99c8679f%7C48afa58563754170b9d1e9c568bb92f3%7C0%7C0%7C638554333233001735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iUYURQ1G6YQ%2FOPaf0XgHwS5rXUR6RFOc7sXh9AL5toQ%3D&reserved=0
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ABOUT THE EDITOR

Azella Markgraf (she/her) is the Sustainability 
Coordinator for Food, and she supports 
sustainable food initiatives, including planning 
for the Ann Arbor Local Food Festival! Azella’s 
work focuses on programs and initiatives that 
advance a more sustainable, resilient, and 
equitable community food system in Ann 
Arbor. Interested in learning more? Reach out 
at amarkgraf@a2gov.org.

WELCOME
Welcome from the City of Ann Arbor’s Office of Sustainability and 
Innovations (OSI). Looking ahead to the upcoming 3rd Annual Local 
Food Festival on September 26th, this edition of the Charging 
Station celebrates Ann Arbor's unique local food culture, explores 
the crucial role of local food in building community resilience, and 
highlights how investing in local food systems can help create a more 
equitable and sustainable food future for all in Ann Arbor. As always, 
thank you for your interest in sustainability activities in Ann Arbor!

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Equity and justice are at the center of A2ZERO and staff in OSI are 
continuing to ground our work in these critical principles. In that 
light, we’d like to take a moment to honor the geographic and historic 
space we share. We acknowledge that the land the City of Ann Arbor 
occupies is the ancestral, traditional, and contemporary lands of 
the Anishinaabe and Wyandot peoples. We further acknowledge 
that our city stands, like almost all property in the United States, on 
lands obtained, generally in unconscionable ways, from indigenous 
peoples. The taking of this land was formalized by the Treaty of Detroit 
in 1807. Knowing where we live, work, study, and recreate does 
not change the past, but a thorough understanding of the ongoing 
consequences of this past can empower us in our work to create a 
future that supports human flourishing and justice for all individuals.
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THE CHARGING STATION
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF A2ZERO AND
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Eleva Potter, Environmental Education and Engagement 
Coordinator with NAP, leads a foraged food cooking demonstration 
at the Ann Arbor Farmers Market during A2ZERO Week 2024.

http://a2gov.org/localfoodfest
http://a2gov.org/localfoodfest
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DEEPLY ROOTED IN LOCAL FOOD
A LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM WORTH CELEBRATING

The Global Food System Today 
The journey of food from farm to plate is often complex and largely unseen. This journey begins with soil, sunlight, 
and water on a farm, and progresses through a complex network of producers, processors, transporters, distributors, 
and retailers. This network, known as the food system, is shaped by various stakeholders including businesses, 
scientists, policy makers, and consumers.  

Today’s food system often relies on global supply chains, with food traveling an average of 1,500 miles before 
reaching our tables. This globalization of our food system is what enables us to enjoy diverse foods year-round, from 
avocados from Mexico to grapes from Chile and coffee from Kenya. However, reliance on global chains also makes 
communities vulnerable to disruptions caused by social, environmental, and political factors. Such disruptions can 
lead to food shortages and exacerbate food insecurity experienced throughout a community, as evidenced during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, which exposed weaknesses in global supply chains and highlighted disparities in food 
access, particularly among already marginalized communities. 

Understanding the Role of Local Food 
Local food systems can address these vulnerabilities in several 
ways, including increased economic prosperity, food security, 
environmental sustainability, and strengthened community 
bonds. By reducing reliance on lengthy supply chains, local 
food systems can better withstand disruptions caused by 
natural disasters, economic downturns, or global crises. Many 
local farms also promote ecological resilience by using organic 
or regenerative agricultural practices that protect soil health, 
water resources, and minimize chemical impacts. 

In addition to these benefits, local food systems also 
contribute to overall community and economic prosperity. 
By shopping locally, consumers can directly support farmers 
and producers, ensuring they receive a fairer share of the 
consumer dollar.  This fosters local entrepreneurship and 
job creation and strengthens the community’s economy. 
Furthermore, local food systems can preserve cultural heritage 
by maintaining traditional crops and agricultural or culinary 
knowledge. Most importantly, they build community resilience 
by fostering social connectivity, enabling communities to 
adapt, collaborate, and thrive through shared commitment 
and mutual support.  

Ann Arbor is a community rich in local food. Thriving agricultural and culinary communities make the city a hub 
for food-lovers and farm-to-table connoisseurs. While for some, local food may be an exciting dining experience, 
our local food system offers benefits that extend well beyond the dinner table. As our community grapples with the 
impacts of climate change, alongside other social and economic pressures, local food systems can foster community 
resilience, bolster economic vitality, and help promote a culture of sustainability. 

As we look forward to the 3rd annual Ann Arbor Local Food Festival, let’s explore the benefits of investing in a strong 
local food system here in Ann Arbor.

Event attendees at the 2023 Ann Arbor Local Food 
Festival taste different varieties of locally grown apples.

https://cuesa.org/learn/how-far-does-your-food-travel-get-your-plate
https://attra.ncat.org/publication/food-miles-background-and-marketing/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8715229/
https://clf.jhsph.edu/projects/food-system-resilience
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DEEPLY ROOTED IN LOCAL FOOD
A LOCAL FOOD SYSTEM WORTH CELEBRATING

sell to supermarkets.  The farm stop model provides the daily 
convenience of the year-round grocery store, while bolstering 
local food and farm viability. To read more about the impacts of 
farm stops, check out this article. 

Alongside the rich local food retail offerings, the area is also 
home to several nonprofit organizations providing leadership 
in local and regional food system development, including Food 
Gatherers, Project Grow, Growing Hope, The Farm at Trinity 
Health, Willow Run Acres, We the People Opportunity Farm, 
and Fair Food Network, among others. These organizations 
are working to transform our local food system by eliminating 
hunger, promoting justice and equity in the food system, 
encouraging food entrepreneurship, eliminating food waste, 
training new gardeners and farmers, and more.  

Supporting local food systems is not just about how we eat – its 
about how we live and thrive together. It’s about recognizing 
the value of community-based agriculture, honoring the work 
of local farmers, and investing in a future where resilience, 
sustainability, and prosperity go hand in hand. Ann Arbor 
already has many of the ingredients that make a strong local 
food system. As we confront the interconnected challenges 
of climate change and social justice, it’s important for our 
community to continue investing in and supporting the local 
food system to ensure a resilient, inclusive, and sustainable 
food system for generations to come.

Local Food in Ann Arbor & Washtenaw County 
Ann Arbor boasts a vibrant local food community, 
spearheaded by a diverse group of local leaders 
and advocates – from farmers and chefs to engaged 
community members. This dynamic food scene is a 
key part of the city’s unique character and community 
pride. Michigan, the second most agriculturally diverse 
state in the U.S., benefits from the “lake effect” and 
fertile soils, making it a leader in growing a wide 
range of crops, including asparagus, dry beans, squash, 
blueberries, and tart cherries! 

In Washtenaw County, a rich history of local food 
production and support has led to the growth of a 
burgeoning local food movement. With over 1,250 
farms, many small-scale and family-run, the area stands 
out for its concentration of small, sustainable farms 
amidst a global trend towards industrial agriculture. 
This success can be attributed to community support 
for local, organic, and sustainable foods, and supportive 
policies from local governments, according to an article 
from Second Wave Media.  

Check out the article on page 4 for a feature 
on how Ann Arbor’s Greenbelt program is 

revolutionizing agricultural land preservation and 
helping new farmers enter the scene.  

Produce tasting at the 2023 Ann Arbor Local Food Festival.

Here in Ann Arbor, the 105-year-old Ann Arbor Farmers 
Market plays a crucial role, providing a venue for 
the sale of local agricultural products and fostering 
community connections. The market is one of the 
oldest in the country, and provides a lively space for 
neighbors to gather, share ideas and knowledge, and 
build relationships. It also addresses food insecurity 
through programs like Double Up Food Bucks, which 
offers a dollar-for-dollar match on fruits and vegetables 
for those using a Michigan Bridge card, up to $15 per 
day.   

Additionally, Argus Farm Stop, which this year 
celebrates its 10-year anniversary, has become a 
pillar of the Ann Arbor community. Argus is among 
the first of an up-and-coming local food retail model, 
the farm stop. In this model, the store sells food on 
consignment from nearby farms. The farmers set their 
own prices and keep 70% of the revenue, compared 
to the national average of 15% going to growers who 

https://www.resilience.org/stories/2022-07-29/farm-stops-a-new-way-to-enhance-local-and-regional-food-systems/#:~:text=Farm%20Stops%20serve%20community%20needs,themselves%20and%20the%20whole%20community.
http://foodgatherers.org/
http://foodgatherers.org/
http://projectgrow.org/
http://growinghope.net/
https://www.trinityhealthmichigan.org/find-a-service-or-specialty/the-farm/
https://www.trinityhealthmichigan.org/find-a-service-or-specialty/the-farm/
https://willowrunacres.com/
https://www.wtpof.org/
http://fairfoodnetwork.org/
https://project.geo.msu.edu/geogmich/fruit.html
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Michigan/cp26161.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Online_Resources/County_Profiles/Michigan/cp26161.pdf
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/concentrate/features/farmgrowth0721.aspx
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/concentrate/features/farmgrowth0721.aspx
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2018/march/examining-consolidation-in-u-s-agriculture/
https://www.secondwavemedia.com/concentrate/features/farmgrowth0721.aspx
http://a2gov.org/market
http://a2gov.org/market
https://doubleupfoodbucks.org/
http://www.argusfarmstop.com/
https://www.argusfarmstop.com/what-is-a-farm-stop
https://civileats.com/2024/08/12/farm-stops-create-new-markets-for-small-farms/
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PROTECTING FARMLAND, SUPPORTING NEW FARMERS
THE ANN ARBOR GREENBELT PROGRAM’S INNOVATIVE APPROACH TO FARMLAND PRESERVATION

New and beginning farmers across the country face significant challenges in accessing affordable land. With 
farmland prices reaching record highs, many emerging farmers struggle to acquire land. According to a 2022 survey 
by the National Young Farmers Coalition, the lack of affordable farmland is the most pressing issue for new farmers, 
with the challenge being even more severe for farmers of color who face additional systemic barriers. 

Preserving agricultural land and increasing its affordability for new farmers is paramount for maintaining food 
security and supporting environmental health. Farmland plays a vital role in sequestering carbon, protecting water 
quality, providing habitat for wildlife, and sustaining ecosystems. The American Farmland Trust projects that nearly 
300 million acres of U.S. agricultural land will change hands by 2040 as aging farmers retire. Without proactive 
measures, much of this land could be lost to development, which could threaten both our food supply and the health 
of local ecosystems. 

To address and tackle land access challenges within Washtenaw County, the City of Ann Arbor 
Greenbelt Program has introduced the Buy-Protect-Sell initiative (BPS). This program aims to 
connect land-insecure farmers to affordable farmland buying opportunities by offering conserved 
land at reduced prices.   

This year, the Greenbelt completed its first parcel sale under the BPS initiative. Kristen 
Muehlhauser of Raindance Organic Farm was selected as the buyer of the south side of the farm, 
while Matt Demmon of Feral Flora, as the buyer of the north side. Muehlhauser, who has managed 
her farm on leased land since 2018, will transition her operations to this new property over the 
next year. She expressed her gratitude, saying, “I am incredibly grateful for this opportunity to 
steward this land for a lifetime... Now we have a farm to call home. That long-term commitment 
means we are able to invest our time, labor and funds in building healthy soil, in water lines, in 
pollinator plantings, in fruiting trees and perennial shrubs.”  

Demmon, who has operated Feral Flora on leased land since 2018, will use the north parcel to 
grow native perennials and prairie species for seed production. He aims to produce 500 pounds 
of native seeds annually, enough for 50 acres of prairie plantings each year. He stated, “I intend 
to put these practices to work on the Nollar Road property... I care deeply about the health of the 
land and all life that might utilize it, far into the future.”  

Since its inception in 2003, the Greenbelt Program has preserved over 7,600 acres of land. Most 
of this has been achieved through conservation easements on private properties, which restrict 
land use to agricultural, recreational, or conservation purposes.  

The introduction of the Buy-Protect-Sell initiative marks a significant step in addressing the critical 
challenge of land access faced by new and beginning farmers. As the landscape of American 
agriculture shifts and pressures on new farmers intensify, initiatives like BPS are essential for 
ensuring that emerging farmers can secure the land they need to thrive. 

Have questions about Ann Arbor’s Greenbelt Program, please contact Rosie Pahl-Donaldson, Land 
Acquisition Specialist by emailing greenbelt@a2gov.org, or by phone 734.794.6627 x43483.

The City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt Program’s Buy-Protect-Sell Initiative

https://www.youngfarmers.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/NationalSurveyReport22-1.pdf
https://www.youngfarmers.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/NationalSurveyReport22-1.pdf
https://farmlandinfo.org/why-save-farmland/
https://farmlandinfo.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2022/08/AFT_FUT_Abundant-Future-7_29_22-WEB.pdf
https://www.a2gov.org/greenbelt/Pages/greenbelthome.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/greenbelt/Pages/greenbelthome.aspx
https://www.raindanceorganic.com/
https://www.feral-flora.com/
mailto:greenbelt@a2gov.org
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THE THIRD ANNUAL LOCAL FOOD FESTIVAL
COMING TO THE ANN ARBOR FARMER’S MARKET SEPTEMBER 26

Join The City of Ann Arbor Office of Sustainability and Innovations, Argus Farm Stop, and the Ann Arbor Farmers Market 
at the 3rd annual Ann Arbor Local Food Festival! The Local Food Festival is a community celebration of Michigan food & 
farming. Immerse yourself in Ann Arbor’s dynamic local food community with a live chef demonstration with Chef Allison 
Anastasio of the Newton of Ypsilanti, local food sampling, a cookbook exchange, and games and crafts for attendees of 
all ages. Food trucks & vendors will be on site with locally sourced meals available for purchase. Plus, enter for a chance 
to win prizes from local food businesses! The Local Food Festival is free to attend. For more information, please visit 
a2gov.org/localfoodfest.

CONNECT WITH A2ZERO
INSTAGRAM | FACEBOOK | sustainability@a2gov.org 

a2zero.org | JOIN OUR MAILING LIST | YOUTUBE

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/Families-Individuals/Pages/Local-Food-Festival.aspx
https://www.instagram.com/a2zero2030/
https://www.facebook.com/share/9ncGVzUudo3LTw9m/
mailto:sustainability%40a2gov.org?subject=
mailto:sustainability%40a2gov.org?subject=
http://a2zero.org
https://service.govdelivery.com/accounts/MIANNA/subscriber/new?topic_id=MIANNA_146
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLw6eY79a9rp8SUIhKeJXX85L1gwhKLN7v
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COLLABORATOR SPOTLIGHT
THE HUNGRY LOCAVORE

The Hungry Locavore is a hyper-local food project designed to benefit the local community, local businesses and our 
environment. Their mission is to connect Hungry Locavore customers to fresh, clean and wholesome food via a weekly 
curated box of seasonal veggies and tasty prepared dishes from local farms and kitchens. They offer a foodie adventure, 
with a glass window into local food systems via a fun and educational weekly newsletter that accompanies each box. 
They're passionate about regenerative agriculture, removing fossil fuel miles from food, building community, creating a 
circular economy and connecting neighbors to sustainable and healthy local food.

To learn more about the Hungry Locavore and stay connected with their work, visit their website, their Facebook, and their 
Instagram. 

A recent weekly box from The Hungry Locavore, 
featuring a vibrant collection of local products 
from area farms & food producers.

Ryan also has years of experience 
working on farms of differing 
sizes. His first-hand knowledge 
of local food systems fuels his 
passion for supporting our local 
food community.

Each box from The Hungry 
Locavore contains an assortment 
of fresh, sustainably grown food 
products from a variety of farms 
& food businesses. The seasonal 
boxes are just one way this local 
food project builds community 
around local food.

The Hungry Locavore is a family-run operation! Here, owner Ryan 
Poe and his children staff an informational table at a recent 
community event while spreading the word about the project.

https://www.thehungrylocavore.com/
https://m.facebook.com/61551865887067/
https://www.instagram.com/thehungrylocavore/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/thehungrylocavore/?hl=en
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Special thank you to OSI’s Summer Interns and ReDirect Fellows! This summer, the Office of Sustainability and 
Innovations was joined by Sarra Bridges, Claire Briglio, James Burnham, Jason Krick, Mobin Mazloomian, Sarah Ramsey, 
Tara-Sky Woodward, and Anna Wysocki. Through their hard work they helped develop, enhance, and evolve OSI programs 
and intitiatives. We’re incredibly grateful for the time, energy, and dedication they brought to climate action in Ann Arbor.

Host a Home Energy Savings Event at Your Club or Place of Worship. The Ann Arbor Chapter of Citizens’ Climate 
Lobby now offers the free presentation, Home Efficiency & Electrification. Save Money & Save the Planet, to groups 
interested in reducing the carbon footprint of a home, including details about the many federal and local subsidies 
available.  There are tips for both homeowners and renters. Learn more about this program here. 

Applications for the City of Ann Arbor’s Commercial EV Charger Program are now live! With the goal of 
increasing the availability of publicly accessible EV chargers, the Commercial EV Charger Program provides an opportunity 
for commercial and multifamily property owners in Ann Arbor to receive up to four FREE level 2 EV chargers. To learn more 
about the program and view our application, visit osi.a2gov.org/evchargerprogram. 

The Home Energy Advisor is no longer on a waitlist! The waitlist has been exhausted and the portal is now open to 
sign up to receive your free, custom home decarbonization plan. Learn more and sign up at a2zerohea.org.  

Announcing our new Home Energy Rebate dashboard. This real-time dashboard helps residents quickly see the 
status of the local Ann Arbor rebate program, including seeing what rebates are still available and which are exhausted, 
to help residents feel more confident with initiating their sustainability-focused project. View at osi.a2gov.org/rebates!

Newly formed Move Out Ann Arbor (MOAA) Coalition collects unwanted materials for reuse during 
recent University of Michigan student move-out: During its inaugural year, the newly formed MOAA coalition, 
including representatives from the University of Michigan, local non-profits, haulers, and the city, successfully diverted 
approximately 34 tons of material from local landfills during the recent University of Michigan student move out season. 
To learn more, read their full report. 

5MW of Solar…and Growing! From a twinkle in the eye a few years ago to one of the cornerstone programs in the 
Sustainability Office, Solarize has helped over 690 households install solar – equating to $2.3 million in upfront cost 
savings. To learn more about Solarize or whether solar is a good option for you, please see www.a2gov.org/solar.   

New State bill enables sustainability activities at HOAs! The Michigan legislature passed and Governor Whitmer 
has signed new legislation that prohibits Homeowners Associations (HOAs) from limiting access to on-site solar as well 
as heat pumps, clotheslines and other energy efficiency measures. OSI has published a model energy policy template 
for HOAs, and residents living in HOAs who would like to learn more about how the Solarize program might help their 
communities can contact Connor Dailey at cdailey@a2gov.org.   

City Releases RFP for Phase II Study. The City just released a request for proposal for a Phase II Municipalization 
study. All responses are due by October 11, 2024. 

SEMCOG Announces Call for Climate Ambassadors. To support the development of the Southeast Michigan 
Healthy Climate Plan, SEMCOG is seeking Climate Ambassadors to help conduct inclusive and equitable engagement 
across Southeast Michigan. Click here to apply.

$1 Million Grant From the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service. City Council voted 10-0 Aug. 19 to 
accept and appropriate the federal funds for several projects aimed at understanding, enhancing and expanding Ann 
Arbor’s tree canopy. Read more about the grant and what this work could look like here.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcitizensclimatelobby.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5484818b4f22e53c93707f1f1%26id%3D56396a8480%26e%3D40acff5c6f&data=05%7C02%7CJRoth%40a2gov.org%7C25f94399f4f44315681908dcbb39671e%7C48afa58563754170b9d1e9c568bb92f3%7C0%7C0%7C638591102465328669%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PyiOOb7cV7B7Di57uySs2kDQ7JgKniXUWwdDZdFgZQo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcitizensclimatelobby.us11.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D5484818b4f22e53c93707f1f1%26id%3Dbaa7cdad95%26e%3D40acff5c6f&data=05%7C02%7CJRoth%40a2gov.org%7C25f94399f4f44315681908dcbb39671e%7C48afa58563754170b9d1e9c568bb92f3%7C0%7C0%7C638591102465336944%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EZLVNG0b8EBPCY3A8K78SERyglf2bYWW14Qn%2Buxdn58%3D&reserved=0
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/Businesses/Pages/Ann-Arbor%27s-NEW-Commercial-EV-Charger-Program.aspx
http://a2zerohea.org
http://osi.a2gov.org/rebates
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/trash-recycling/Documents/MOAA%20Progress_6-2024.pdf
http://www.a2gov.org/solar
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/Families-Individuals/Documents/Model%20HOA%20Energy%20Policy%20Statement.pdf
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/Families-Individuals/Documents/Model%20HOA%20Energy%20Policy%20Statement.pdf
http://www.a2gov.org/solar
mailto:cdailey@a2gov.org
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/finance-admin-services/purchasing/Pages/Proposals.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/finance-admin-services/purchasing/Pages/Proposals.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe0nPnODqZX0tPsszdywJZRkPGkvUztjei3rGK7dj5aiQ0SrA/viewform
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/transportation/Pages/Electric-Vehicles.aspx
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

City Releases Request for Information on Sustainable Energy Utility Support Services. This RFI can be found 
on the city's procurement website with all responses due by September 20, 2024 at 4PM.

Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Grant Award. Ann Arbor was awarded $2.8 Million to expand equitable access 
to public EV charging. Learn more about electric vehicles in Ann Arbor at a2gov.org/EVs.

Sustaining Ann Arbor Together Grants. The Office of Sustainability and Innovations operates a grant 
program to help advance community sustainability-related projects. Grantees can receive up to $10,000 in 
funding to implement a project that aligns with our A2ZERO plan. For more information, visit www.a2gov.org/sa2t.  

Latest episodes of Green Light now live! A new series from CTN and OSI that digs into sustainability in Ann Arbor with 
the residents who are envisioning, creating, and establishing a sustainable and equitable future for our community. Check 
out our new episodes on the SEU and our collaboration with Community Action Network at osi.a2gov.org/GreenLight.

Ann Arbor’s Home Energy Rating Disclosure (HERD) Ordinance has been in effect for 6 months! The Home 
Energy Rating Disclosure​ (HERD) Ordinance provides consumer protections by requiring that a Home Energy Score 
(HES) assessment be conducted before a home lists for sale. The HERD Ordinance also requires that the Home Energy 
Score and Report be included in a real estate listing and made available to all potential buyers. The Office of 
Sustainability and Innovations wants to recognize the listing agents in Ann Arbor who have been early 
allies in the successful roll-out of the HERD Ordinance by using best practices that provide visibility 
and ease of access to information when including the Home Energy Score and Report in their listings.  

Thank you for demonstrating best practices right from the beginning! 

Anne Gilbert; Howard Hanna - Ann Arbor | Carolyn Lepard; The Charles Reinhart Company  
Carolyn Roopas; Real Estate One | David Mueller; Real Broker LLC  | Elizabeth Brien; The Charles Reinhart Company 

Justine Anthony; Coldwell Banker | Katherine Kiefer; The Charles Reinhart Company 
Kathryn Linderman; The Charles Reinhart Company | Maris Laporter; The Charles Reinhart Company 

Mary Jo Hahn; Keller Williams Ann Arbor | Maura Rains; The Charles Reinhart Company | Michael Penn; The More Group 
Mike Schmidt; Reinhart Realtors-West Ann Arbor | Scott Guyor; The Charles Reinhart Company

Sheila Hoeft; @ properties | Stacie Dugas; The Charles Reinhart Company 
Stephen Hollowell; Keller Williams Ann Arbor

This well cared for home has so much to offer 
with 3 bedrooms & 2 baths, newly refinished 
hardwood floors, many updates, nice carport & 
screened porch. Many important updates include 
roof, full sewer line replacement, hot water heater, 
interior & exterior paint, flooring, hi-velocity A/C 
lines, brick chimney tuckpointing & liner & more. 
Appealing backyard offers plenty of space to 
enjoy & make your own! This attractive home has 
character & style! NEW AIR CONDITIONER TO 
BE INSTALLED PRIOR TO CLOSE AT SELLER'S 
COST! Herd score is 4. Download report at 
stream.A2gov.org

https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/transportation/Pages/Electric-Vehicles.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/transportation/Pages/Electric-Vehicles.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/transportation/Pages/Electric-Vehicles.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/transportation/Pages/Electric-Vehicles.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/transportation/Pages/Electric-Vehicles.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/transportation/Pages/Electric-Vehicles.aspx
http://www.a2gov.org/sa2t
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLw6eY79a9rp8VTqYvxRst5C0qs8U7dwXE
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLw6eY79a9rp8VTqYvxRst5C0qs8U7dwXE
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/Pages/Home-Energy-Rating-Disclosure.aspx
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UPCOMING EVENTS
CINEMA & SUSTAINABILITY SERIES: THE SMELL OF 
MONEY | Wednesday, Sept. 4th, 7:30PM | Michigan Theater
This event will include the screening of The Smell of Money 
and a short post-screening discussion about the film’s 
topics. Tickets are available through the Michigan Theater 
event page. 

ANN ARBOR SOLAR STORIES | Thursday, Sept. 5th, 7:00PM 
Virtual
One-hour virtual event hosted by the GLREA. Come hear 
from Ann Arborites who have gone solar, and have a chance 
to ask them all your questions!  Register here for “Thursday 
Night Energy Events” to receive meeting links.

CRAFTING A HOUSEHOLD PREPAREDNESS PLAN
Friday, Sept. 6th, 10:00AM | Fire Station 1, Ann Arbor
September is National Emergency Preparedness Month, and 
the Office of Sustainability and Innovations, in partnership 
with the Office of Emergency Management at the City of Ann 
Arbor, wants to help your household craft a preparedness 
plan. Please register for a 45-minute time slot to meet with 
our team to start crafting your household preparedness 
plan. Time slots are available from 10AM to 2PM. Email 
bfrolich@a2gov.org with any questions or to learn about 
additional household and emergency preparedness events 
during National Emergency Preparedness Month. 

PUBLIC FORUM ON AIR QUALITY MONITORING | Friday, 
Sept. 13, 6PM | Ann Arbor District Library, Westgate Branch 
Join staff from the City of Ann Arbor’s Office of Sustainability 
and Innovations and Office of Information Technology to 
learn about Ann Arbor’s air quality monitoring work. Learn 
more about our air quality monitoring work and register for 
the forum. 

CLIMATE ACTION IN TÜBINGEN, GERMANY – WHAT 
WE CAN LEARN FROM ANN ARBOR’S SISTER CITY
Wednesday, Sept. 18, 6 – 7:30 PM | Ann Arbor District Library, 
Downtown Branch 
Hear from Lord Mayor Palmer of Tübingen, Germany as he 
shares what Ann Arbor’s Sister City is doing to equitably 
address the climate crisis and how it can help shape 
Ann Arbor’s A2ZERO initiative. This interactive session 
provides a truly unique opportunity to hear directly from 
representatives from one of Ann Arbor’s Sister Cities about 
their work to make Tübingen one of the most sustainable 
cities in the world.  

A2ZERO GREEN FAIR | Friday, September 20, 2024 
Main Street, Ann Arbor
Green Fair is coming back to downtown Ann Arbor this fall! 
This annual event highlights the incredible community of 
stakeholders working to achieve our shared vision of a just 
transition to community-wide carbon neutrality by 2030. 
Learn more at a2gov.org/greenfair. 

FREETREE GIVEAWAY | Saturday, Sept. 21 | Clague Middle 
School
Registration is required and opens September 9th. Visit 
osi.a2gov.org/Fall2024FreeTree to register to get up to five 
trees to take home and plant on your private property! You 
must be a resident of Washtenaw County to participate. 
Tree species will include eastern white pine, red pine, 
white spruce, and balsam fir. Visit 
www.a2gov.org/10ktrees to find more information. 

a2TECH360: EXPLORING INNOVATION IN SUSTAINABLE 
SOLUTIONS AND PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS | Tuesday, 
Sept. 24, 10AM – 2:30PM | Venue by 4M
Connecting the community with green tech innovators in 
Ann Arbor and beyond, this event highlights progress in 
sustainability, offering a venue for discussion, collaboration, 
and inspiration towards achieving environmental goals. 
In partnership with the City of Ann Arbor’s Office of 
Sustainability and Innovations, it also celebrates the Green 
Business Challenge awardees, honoring companies that 
excel in adopting green practices.

LOCAL FOOD FESTIVAL | Thursday, Sept. 26, 5 – 8 PM 
Ann Arbor Farmers Market 
A community celebration of the beauty and bounty of local 
food & farming. Sample local foods, exchange your gently 
used cookbooks, purchase a meal or treat from one of our 
vendors, enjoy live music, play games, and connect with 
others in the community. Plus, enter for a chance to win 
prizes from local businesses! Free to attend. 

TRASH TALK TOUR | Sunday, Sept. 29 | Recycle Ann Arbor
Have you ever wondered what happens to your recycling 
after it leaves the curb? Here’s your chance to find out 
and get an up-close and personal look at how recycling 
sorting works at Recycle Ann Arbor’s Zero Waste Materials 
Recovery Facility (MRF)! Time slots from 8AM to 12PM 
available. Register here. 

For more information on our upcoming events, please visit www.a2gov.org/sustainability/events.

https://marquee-arts.org/event-page/?showingId=870530&eventId=870529
https://marquee-arts.org/event-page/?showingId=870530&eventId=870529
https://www.2glrea.org/events-1/thursday-night-energy-events
https://www.2glrea.org/events-1/thursday-night-energy-events
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4DA4AF2FABF8C25-50671264-crafting#/
mailto:bfrolich@a2gov.org
http://www.a2gov.org/airquality
http://www.a2gov.org/airquality
https://osi.a2gov.org/AQforum
https://osi.a2gov.org/AQforum
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Newsletter-Events/Pages/Green-Fair.aspx
http://osi.a2gov.org/Fall2024FreeTree
http://www.a2gov.org/10ktrees
https://a2tech360.com/events/sustainable-future-forum-2024/
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/Families-Individuals/Pages/Local-Food-Festival.aspx
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability-Me/Families-Individuals/Pages/Local-Food-Festival.aspx
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flu.ma%2F98kg1315&data=05%7C02%7CGFranke%40a2gov.org%7C64e77e7f401b43de409f08dcc384afa7%7C48afa58563754170b9d1e9c568bb92f3%7C0%7C0%7C638600221850619093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rCFezAJ4govqt9Bqz8UGs7xk%2Fkd7h7JXs6a%2Fgi9Z95Y%3D&reserved=0
http://www.a2gov.org/sustainability/events


 
 

 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO: Milton Dohoney Jr., City Administrator 

FROM: Colin Spencer, Purchasing Manager 

DATE: 8/30/2024 

SUBJECT: Sole/Best Source Data for August 2024 

 
Pursuant to changes made to Chapter 14, 1:316 on 7/15/19 by Council, attached is the Sole/Best Source 
data for August 2024 for purchases over $5,000.  Any questions, comments or concerns please do not 
hesitate to reach out. 

 

cc: Marti Praschan, Chief Financial Officer 
 Sara Higgins, Director of Operations 
 



Sole/Best Source for August 2024
Unit Amount Vendor Item Description Type

Parks & Rec 13,316.20$          Propump & Controls *AP Invoice LPGC - IRRIGATION REPAIR Best Source

Public Works 10,400.00$          
Bay Area Recycling for 
Charities RECYCLING SERVICES.92677

STUDENT MOVE IN/OUT MATTRESS 
RECYCLING Best Source

Parks & Rec 10,767.24$          Anthem Sports *AP Invoice PARKS - SOCCER GOALS (4) Best Source

Water Treatment 9,000.00$            Rodney Hunt *AP Invoice Y27 VALVE SHAFT Sole Source

Public Works 54,275.00$          
Monitoring, Control, and 
Compliance LANDFILL SERVICES.98846

LANDFILL GAS COLLECTION MONITORING + 
MAINTENANCE Best Source

WWTP 7,899.43$            Kennedy Industries
HOSE, GENERAL 
PURPOSE.46036

BREDEL,HOSE,65/NATURAL RUBBER-
TRANSER Sole Source

Parks & Rec 7,850.00$            Rink Systems *AP Invoice VETS RINK - REPLACE DASHER BOARDS Best Source

Financial Services 26,000.00$          Maximus US Services *AP Invoice MSC STUDY FOR FY26 Best Source

Water Treatment 10,331.00$          Filtros *AP Invoice DIFFUSER STONES Best Source

Public Works 7,500.00$            The Plug Hug

HYDRANTS, FIRE (INCLUDING 
ACCESSORIES AND 
PARTS).34060

PLUG HUG FIRE HYDRANT CLEANING 
SYSTEM - REPLACEMENT PANEL KIT Sole Source

Fire 7,974.70$            Graph-X Signs & Designs *AP Invoice GRAPHICS FOR SECOND AMBULANCE Best Source

Financial Services 8,564.94$            Turnkey Network Solutions *AP Invoice
FARMERS MARKET - RELOCATION OF FIBER 
OPTIC Best Source

Water Treatment 22,720.00$          Heco, Inc *AP Invoice BARTON PUMP 4 MOTOR Best Source

Water Treatment 12,080.00$          Integrated Design Solutions

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
(NOT OTHERWISE 
CLASSIFIED).96258

WTP: HVAC INDEPENDENT ANALYSIS OF 
REPLACEMENT Best Source

Fleet & Facilities 7,649.00$            BNM Trailer Sales TRAILERS, FLAT BED.07066 STREETS - TRAILER Best Source

Transportation 185,060.00$        
Michigan Lighting Systems 
East

LIGHTING LUMINAIRES, 
ACCESSORIES AND PART.28576

STADIUM RD STREETLIGHT POLES, BASES 
AND LUMINAIRES Sole Source

Transportation 24,990.00$          Lumecon
LIGHTING LUMINAIRES, 
ACCESSORIES AND PART.28576 STREETLIGHT LUMINAIRES DETROIT SERIES Best Source

Fire 71,139.00$          A.Z. Shmina *AP Invoice
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER AT FIRE 
STATION 1 Best Source

15th District Court 12,500.00$          The Dispute Resolution Center
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE 
RESOLUTION S.96105 SMALL CLAIMS MEDIATION SERVICES FY25 Best Source

PS Admin. 30,000.00$          Baker Tilly Advisory Group
PERSONNEL/EMPLOYMENT 
CONSULTING.91885

PUBLIC SERVICES ADMINISTRATOR 
RECRUITMENT Best Source
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