
ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

APPLICATION FOR REVIEW 

311 EAST LIBERTY STREET, A contributing structure in the East Liberty Historic District 

ADDITION OF CODE COMPLIANT BARRIER FREE RAMP/EXIT WAY 

23 AUGUST 2023 

 

A previous submission for this property was done for a similar ramp and door in a different location earlier 
this year.  

This site is problematic as there is not code compliant area to place this ramp on the site to meet all the 
requirements of the code. Per 2015 MRCEB1205.15 it meets the definition of “technically infeasible”. 

The proposed ramp is placed in a location currently occupied by two parking spaces and along the 
entry/egress vehicular driveway to the 311 and 315 East Liberty properties owned by Mr. Basmajian. The 
design of the ramp and its placement are to take advantage of and open up an original exterior door 
opening on the east side of this structure. The tightness of the site necessitates this ramp be a singular 
lineal design. Every attempt has been made to comply with the barrier free design requirements for ramps 
and at the same time minimize the size and elements composing this ramp. It will be constructed of steel 
elements of minimal size but, structurally sufficient. It is proposed the steel either be powder coated or 
galvanized for appearances and longevity. The color way will be a neutral gray tone, again to minimize 
the visual impact. Galvanized metal ages to a soft gray tone.  

The same door approved per that original submission is being proposed for this submission, as it is being 
relocated from the previous approved location. A full light fifteen pane French door in wood as detailed in 
the original submission. 

Minimal sized LED lighting will be placed along the building wall to provide the necessary code compliant 
light levels for night time use. 

























 

 

311 EAST LIBERTY FRONT (SOUTH) ELEVATION. THE ENTIRE ELEVATION WAS PART OF AN 

APPROXIMATELY 10-FOOT-DEEP ADDITION ACROSS THE FRONT OF THE ORIGINAL HISTORICAL 

RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE DONE IN 1979. 

THE RIGHT-SIDE ARROW IS WHERE THE INSET RAISED FRONT ENTRY PORCH IS LOCATED 

WHERE THE DOOR CHANGES ARE PROPOSED 

THE LEFT SIDE ARROW SHOWS THE CONTEMPORARY STARI OWER BLOCKING THE VIEW TO 

THE LIMITED REAR/SIDE YARD SPACE WHERE THE BARRIER FREE RAMP AND DECK WILL BE 

LOCATED. 

NOTE 7 STORY BRICK FAÇADE OF ADJACENT 301 EAST LIBERTY BUILDING WRAPPING TWO 

SIDES OF THE 311 PROPERTY. 
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LARGER VIEW OF LEFT SIDE STAIR FROM SOUTH (STREET) ELEVATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

VIEW OF BARRIER FREE RAMP ENTRY POINT ON THE EAST SIDE OF 311 EAST LIBERTY. THIS 

ALLEY IS 4’10” WIDE AND FORMS THE REAR YARD OF 311. THE BUILDING TO THE RIGHT IS THE 

7 STORY SOLID UNFENESTRATED BRICK FASCADE OF 301 EAST LIBERTY. 301 OWNS 10 INCHES 

OF THIS 4’10” ALLEY. 
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PREFABRICATED ALUMINUM BARRIER FREE SYSTEM STAIR. END VIEW AT EAST ENTRY. 

 



 

VIEW OF RAMP AT SIDE (If a view was possible) 

 

 

 



 

LOOKING OUT FROM THE BACKYARD OF 311 EAST TOWARDS THE BARRIER FREE RAMP ENTRY 

POINT SHOWN IN PREVIOUS PHOTO 
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VIEW LOOKING SOUTH IN REAR YARD TO WARDS STREET THROUGH CONTEMPORARY STAIR 

TOWER. AREA WILL SERVE NEW DECK TP BE LOCATED OFF BARRIER FREE RAMP. NEW ENTRY 

DOOR TO THE LEFT OF ARROW. (Due to smallness of this space, it could not fit into the wide angle of 

my camera lens) 
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