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OVERVIEW

1. Elevate Projects Underway
2. New Project Opportunity
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NEW PROJECT OPPORTUNITY

ANN STREET — HONORING THE
HISTORIC BLACK BUSINESS DISTRICT
AND SOCIAL HUB OF DOWNTOWN ANN

ARBOR



LIVINGORALHISTORYPROJECT
Walking tour of an historically Black neighborhood in Ann Arbor

Build on the work of the AACHM & AADL
to provide visual art along Ann Street as a
companion to the Living Oral History
Project Walking Tour.
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BLACK BUSINESS DISTRICT
109-121 E. Ann Street

hub for Black:

Ann Arbor.
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Walking Tour Points of Interest

Kl Black Business District O The Seeleys’ House
" A rising cri 109-121 E. Ann Street 203 Beakes Streat
Block.” A rising crime [ 2
s and poal rooms, E] Colored Welfare League I Second Baptist Church
f many Black-owned bus 20%9-211 M. Fourth Avenue 216 Beakes Street s
3 JonesElementary School Ed Bethel AME Church
407 M. Division Street 632 N. Fourth Avenue

[a] Dunbar Community Center ] Historically Black Neighborhood

420 M. Fourth Avenue Sea map on page 2
the end of an era. Johnnie Rush in Barber Shop, November 1960. The Ann Arbor
e access this resource online, please visit . [AACHMwalkingtour

READ MORE-



The Women’s Way Initiative aspires to elevate the historical narratives of exceptional local leaders while adding new
energy and creative interest to often-overlooked public places. The initiative also boldly endeavors to acknowledge the

complicated history of women in alleyways and help claim positive ownership of these spaces.

Organized by Downtown Grand Rapids Inc., the Greater Grand Rapids Women'’s History Council, the City of Grand
Rapids, Lions and Rabbits and numerous community partners.

Alley Locations
1. Harriet Woods Hill Way | Grand Rapids Police Department
2. Grand Rapids Chicks Way | Auto Fixitghop
3. Ethel Coe Way | 20 Monroe Live
4. Angelina Kelsey "Naw Kay o Say” Yob Way | Children’s Museum
5. Maurilia Ortiz Bliakerly W.;y | San éhez

6. Dr. Ella Mary Sims Way | Weston Apartments

M Women's Way Mural Locations

i This map was made with Google My Maps. Create your own.
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Harriet Woods Hill Way

Harriet Woods Hill
1922-2006

Harriet Woods Hillin 1955 became the first African American female officer in
the Grand Rapids Police Department. Her career began in the Juvenile
Division, and she later trained new recruits about the challenges faced by
children. Hill in 1977, was named the first female detective in the
department’s 106-year history. I came there to do a job, and | wasn't going to
allow [anyone] to force me to quit working because [of their] prejudices.” she
said. "Once the door was opened, | never allowed it to become closed.”
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