
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 1:832, 1:834 AND 1:837 OF CHAPTER 24 (PUBLIC 
ART) OF TITLE I OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF ANN ARBOR 
 
The City of Ann Arbor Ordains: 
 
Section 1.  That Sections 1:833, 1:834, 1:836, and 1:837 of Chapter 24 of the Code of the City of Ann 
Arbor be amended to read as follows: 

1:833. - Art funding requirements for capital improvement projects.  

(1) Except as otherwise pr ovided i n t his section, al l ca pital i mprovement pr ojects funded w holly or  
partly by the cCity shall include funds for public art equal to 1% of the construction costs identified in 
the initial project estimate, up to a maximum of $250,000.00 per project. Where a capital improvement 
project is only partly funded by the City, the amount of funds allocated for public art shall be 1% of that 
portion o f the project that is City-funded, up to a m aximum of $250,000.00 per project. A ll 
appropriations for capital improvements falling within the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed to 
include f unding t o i mplement the r equirements o f t his subsection (1).  The requirements o f t his 
subsection (1) shall not apply to any capital improvement projects funded on or after July 1, 2013. 

(2) Where federal or state grants are to be use d to fund a ca pital improvement project, those grants 
shall, to the extent possible, be treated as subject to the public art funding requirements of this chapter. 
Where the terms of the grant do not forbid it, the grant application shall include a request for public art 
funds in the same amount as for cCity-funded projects under the terms of this chapter. If a grant does 
not include funds specifically earmarked for public art, any grant funds received shall be use d to fulfill 
the public art requirements of this chapter, unless such use is prohibited by the terms of the grant.  

(3) A ca pital i mprovement pr oject funded by  sp ecial asse ssments or i mprovement ch arges is not 
subject to the requirements of subsection (1) of this section.  

(4) The requirements of subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to a capital improvement project 
or to a portion of a capital improvement project funded with funds that do not permit an expenditure for 
public art, whether by law or by restrictions placed by the source of the funding, and the requirements 
of subsection ( 1) sh all be subject to any other restrictions imposed by law or  by the source of the 
funding.  

 

1:834. - Inclusion of public art as part of a capital improvement project; pooling of funds for 
public art; use of pooled funds.  

(1) Prior to July 1, 2012, funds for public art that are included as part of a capital improvement project 
financed from the City's general fund may be used as part of that capital improvement project for the 
creation, purchase, production or other acquisition of art incorporated as a part of the capital 
improvement pr oject, i ncluding ar t l ocated on the si te w here t he pr oject i s located. N ew ca pital 
improvement projects financed on or after July 1, 2012, from the City's general fund shall not be subject 
to the requirements of this subsection (1).  

(2) Prior to July 1, 2012, funds for public art that are included as part of a capital improvement project 
financed from the C ity's general fund may instead be pool ed in a se parate publ ic art fund within the 



 

General FundCity’s general fund. New capital improvement projects financed on or  after July 1, 2012, 
from the City's general fund shall not be subject to the requirements of this subsection (2). Any funds in 
this pooled public art fund as of June 30, 2012, that are not allocated on or before June 30, 2015, shall 
be returned to the City’s general fund.  

(3) Funds for public art that are included as part of a capital improvement project financed from a City 
fund other than the City's general fund shall be accounted for within that fund and may be used as part 
of t hat ca pital i mprovement pr oject for t he c reation, pur chase, p roduction or  ot her ac quisition o f ar t 
incorporated as a part of the capital improvement project, including art located on the site where the 
project is located.  

(4) Funds for public art that are included as part of a capital improvement project financed from a City 
fund other than the City's general fund may instead be pooled in a separate public art fund within that 
fund. Public art funds that are held within a cCity fund other than the general fund shall be ex pended 
only on projects that are related to the purposes of that fund.  

(5) Funds in pooled public art funds may be used for the creation, purchase, production or other 
acquisition o f ar t for di splay in publ ic spaces or facilities; for ex traordinary m aintenance, r epair or  
refurbishment, i ncluding st ructural r econstruction, and for relocation, al teration and r emoval of  public 
art.  

 

1:836. - Ownership and maintenance of work.  

(1) No work of art shall be considered for acquisition under this chapter without an estimate for future 
maintenance costs. 

(2) Routine m aintenance o f publ ic art shall be p rovided f or and  funded by  t he se rvice ar ea 
responsible for maintenance of the facility or space where the art is located. Routine maintenance shall 
include per iodic cleaning, regular mechanical maintenance, ope rational co sts and o ther nec essary 
upkeep resulting from normal use. Funds for e xtraordinary maintenance or  r efurbishment, including 
structural reconstruction, shall be dr awn from the public art funds or such other funds as City Council 
may appr opriate. N o ex traordinary m aintenance, r epair, relocation or  al teration o f publ ic art sh all be 
undertaken w ithout prior written co nsent o fa recommendation by or consultation w ith the ov ersight 
body.  

(3) All ar t acq uired pur suant t o t his chapter sh all be t he so le pr operty o f t he cCity unl ess an 
alternative arrangement is recommended by the Ooversight Bbody and approved by City Council.  

 

1:837. - Oversight body.  

(1) The oversight body shall be the Ann Arbor Public Art Commission as established by Section 1:238 
of Chapter 8  

(2) The oversight body shall: 

(A) Promulgate guidelines, subject to the approval of City Council, to implement the provisions of 
this chapter, i ncluding procedures for so liciting and se lecting publ ic art and for det ermining 
suitable locations for public art;  



 

(B) By April 1 of each year, submit to City Council a plan detailing potential projects and 
desirable goals to be pursued in the next fiscal year;  

(C) Make det erminations, subject to t he appr oval of  the C ity A dministrator, f or each  pr oposed 
project in the capital improvement program as to whether it is eligible for public art funding under 
this chapter and, if so, calculate the total construction costs of the project and the total amount of 
art funding required;  

(D) Make r ecommendations, su bject t o t he appr oval of  t he C ity A dministrator, r egarding 
disbursement o f publ ic art funds to acquire, produce, install, maintain, a lter, relocate or  remove 
public art;  

(E) Raise funds above and beyond the funds for public art that are included as part of a ca pital 
improvement pr oject or  that ar e i n a pool ed public art fund, i nteract w ith donor s o f funds or  ar t 
works on behalf of the City, and foster public/private partnerships to support public art;  

(F) Promote awareness of public art; 

(G) Present an annual  report to C ity C ouncil within 60 day s after the end of each  fiscal y ear 
containing: 

(i) A r eport on the status of all public art incorporated into or funded by capital 
improvement projects in progress or completed during the preceding fiscal year;  

(ii) A m aintenance r eport on each  work o f publ ic art pr esently under  C ity management 
detailing maintenance costs for the preceding fiscal year, anticipated maintenance costs for 
the nex t fiscal y ear, an d any  si gnificant future maintenance co ncerns, including pr ioritized 
recommendations for the maintenance, repair or renovation of particular works;  

(iii) A review of the City's public art with regard to the purposes stated in this chapter; 

(iv) A report on the oversight body's efforts to promote awareness of public art; 

(v) A report on donations of art and where such art was placed; 

(vi) A report on additional funds raised and how such funds were used; and 

(vii) Any other matter of substantial financial or public importance relating to the public art in 
the City. 

(H) Perform any related duty delegated by City Council; and 

(I) Provide advice to and assist both potential donor s of art and other governmental entities 
regarding possible public locations for placement of art when such art cannot be placed on any 
City property or incorporated into a capital project of the City.  

(3) On an annual basisUpon request, the City Administrator shall provide t he oversight body with 
information r egarding t he authorized capital projects budget for t hat fiscal year, including information 
regarding t he dol lar am ounts included i n ca pital i mprovement pr ojects for publ ic art and i nformation 
regarding the dollar amounts available in the pooled public art funds. On an annual basis, following the 
annual audi t o f C ity funds and financial r eport t o C ity Council, t he C ity adm inistrator w ill pr ovide t he 
oversight body with an update regarding the authorized capital improvement projects and the pooled 



 

public art funds, based on the audit.  

 

Section 2.  That this ordinance shall take effect on the tenth day after legal publication. 


