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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
Staff Report 

 
ADDRESS:  549 Fifth Street, Application Number HDC13-077 
 
DISTRICT:  Old West Side Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: June 7, 2013 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:   Monday, June 10, 2013 for the Thursday, June 13 HDC 

meeting 
 

OWNER APPLICANT    
 
Name: Laura Lee Ryan Stanton  
Address: 549 Fifth Street 520 W. Hoover Street   
 Ann Arbor, MI 48103 Ann Arbor, MI  48103    
Phone:   
 
BACKGROUND:   The building started out as a one-story cottage which appears on the 1925 
Sanborn Map. Polk’s City Directories show the first occupants as Earl H Novess, tile str 
[setter??], and his wife Lillie in 1926. A tile business run out of the house was called Washtenaw 
Tile & Fireplace Company in later Polk directories. The Novesses lived there until 1938 or 1939.  
 
The roof was raised and the pitch changed in the late 1980s, allowing two bedrooms and a bath 
to be added to the second floor. The house is a contributing structure in the Old West Side 
Historic District, despite the alterations to the roof.  
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the east side of Fifth Street, just north of West Madison 
Street and south of West Jefferson Street 
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks 
HDC approval to install a 4ft picket fence 
with gate along the front of the property 
and replace damaged wire fencing at the 
rear of the property with new 4tft wire 
fencing.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS  
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation: 

 
(9)   New additions, exterior 

alterations, or related new 
construction shall not destroy 
historic materials that 
characterize the property. The 
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new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, 
size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and 
its environment.  

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 

District/Neighborhood 
 
Not Recommended: Introducing new construction into historic districts that is visually 
incompatible or that destroys historic relationships within the district or neighborhood. 
 

Setting 

Recommended: Retaining the historic relationship between buildings and landscape 
features of the setting. For example, preserving the relationship between a town common 
and its adjacent historic houses, municipal buildings, historic roads, and landscape 
features. 

From the Ann Arbor Historic District Design Guidelines: 
 

Design Guidelines for Fencing and Walls 
 
Appropriate: Installing fences and walls that meet Chapter 104 of the Code of the City of 
Ann Arbor, and that are no higher than three (3) feet in the front yard and six (6) feet in 
the rear yard. 
 
Locating new fences and walls on lot and setback lines whenever possible. 
 
Using wood (picket or alternating board), wrought iron or metal (wrought iron style), or 
chain link (rear yards only) for fencing. 
 

 
STAFF FINDINGS 
 

1. The applicant is in the process of purchasing the house, and would like to install a 4’ 
tall wood picket fence across the front of the lot to keep his dog in the yard. The fence 
would have 2.75” wide pickets with the same size spaces between (to achieve the 
maximum 50% opacity required by city fence code), and pointed tops. The wood 
picket fence would extend across the front of the lot with a jog around the existing 
single parking space, where a gate would be located.  

2. The Ann Arbor Historic District Guidelines call for fences no higher than 3’ in the front 
yard, so staff was not able to issue an approval for this proposal.  

3. Staff’s opinion is that since the house has no backyard, and the house is located very 
close to the rear lot line, there isn’t an alternate place to put a fence high enough to 
keep a dog in. Also, the picket fence will be set back to accommodate existing mature 
landscaping. In the rear yard, wire fencing is appropriate, and both fences will meet 
Chapter 104 Fence code.  

4. Staff recommends approval of the application since the size, scale, design, and 
materials, of the proposed fences are compatible with the historic character of the 
building and would have no negative impact on the surrounding historic resources.  
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POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion supports staff findings and is only a suggestion.  
The Review Committee, consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the 
applicant on site and then make a recommendation at the meeting.)   

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 549 Fifth 
Street, a contributing property in the Old West Side Historic District, to install a 4’ wood picket 
fence across the front of the yard, and a section of 4’ wire fence in the rear yard, as proposed. 
The proposed work is compatible in exterior design, arrangement, texture, material and 
relationship to the surrounding resources and meets the Ann Arbor Historic District Guidelines 
for fences, and The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for 
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standards 9 and 10, and the Guidelines for Setting 
and District/Neighborhood.  
 
MOTION WORKSHEET:   
 
I move that the Commission 
 
 ____ Issue a Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
 ____ Deny the Application 
 
For the work at 549 Fifth Street in the Old West Side Historic District 
 
 ____ As proposed. 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) CONDITION(s) 
 
The work 
 

____ Is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 
 
____ Is not generally compatible with the size, scale, massing and materials, and DOES 
NOT MEET the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) 
number(S) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 for the following reason(S):  1) REASON(s) 

 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, photos. 
 
 
















	549 Fifth St Fence SR.pdf
	Staff Report

	HDC13-077 Application
	549_Fifth_St_attachment

