To Whom It May Concern:

Please share the following positive acknowledgments with all of the Ann Arbor City Council members, and staff at the Recycle Ann Arbor Washtenaw County Regional Drop-off Station and Mulch and Compost Sales at the Transfer Station at Platt and Ellsworth (P&E), especially Carol (in the booth at the drop off station), Al (mulch and compost provider), and Tarita (spelling?, mulch and compost sales office).  Also, please share with Tom McMurtry (spelling?), whose name I was given by Monique (very helpful) at City Hall. I had a long talk with Tom last Friday 4/1/09, but I did not share all of what is below (we ended talking more about the ultra-green solar home that my wife and I are building near Dexter).

My name is Dr. Pete Sutherland, DVM.  The impetus for this acknowledgement came as a result of discussions with family, friends and colleagues (more on what we do below that gives more credence to our opinion) about our experiences with the quality of compost and wood mulch (especially the vastly improved quality of the mulch this year) that we use in great volumes for our gardening.  This discussion led to what great service and excellence that is provided by P&E to the communities of the Ann Arbor metropolitan and surrounding areas

The quality of products (mulch and compost) and service at the P&E are outstanding!

I personally have been buying large volumes of compost and wood mulch from the Platt and Ellsworth (P&E) and other local vendors site since 2001 when I moved back to MI from WI.  The quality of the (P&E) compost has always been excellent.  Although there have been years when the quality of the P&E wood mulch has been fair to poor, the wood mulch this year is as good or better than the quality that you can obtain at garden centers, and it is RECYCLED AND AT A MUCH MORE FAIR PRICE!  (In the Ann Arbor area, most things are highly overpriced).  In addition the high quality service, knowledge, helpfulness, high energy and efficiency and friendliness of several of the employees there is also outstanding.  The two individuals that I would especially like to point out that demonstrate these qualities are Al (the mulch and compost operator in the “back 40”, that works diligently with high energy and friendliness to provide the high quality wood mulch and compost, and even when it is break time, if he has customers waiting he takes care of them and always with a smile and a “thumbs up”) and Carol (the woman with all the answers, friendliness, and helpfulness in the check-in booth at the drop off station).

Although Tarita (spelling?) is new, she seems to have picked up the skills of the job quickly and although she was hesitant at first with a smile, she has warmed up quickly as she has become comfortable with working with those who drive up to the office.

This is not only my opinion, but also the opinion of many of us that have been avid gardeners (3 of which are master gardeners) for many years, and have many connections to avid gardeners in the Ann Arbor metropolitan area.  The following are some of those who share my opinion and the pertinent facts about them that gives more credence to their opinion:

My parents, who are both master gardeners and both biologists have lived in Ann Arbor (near Dixboro) since the early 60’s and I (a veterinarian turned biology instructor) have live here all of my 41 years, except for 9 years in WI and 7 years at Michigan State University.  We are beekeepers, maple syrup makers, biology/anatomy and physiology teachers, nutritionists, and have always been conservationists with a keen eye for using high quality, earth friendly, practical and low cost products and services (we are Scotch, Irish, English, and German—we are cheap and we know a good deal when we see it!)  We have been very involved with a variety of biologically related organizations including the Audubon Society, Michigan Botanical Society, Southeastern Michigan Beekeepers Association, Michigan Beekeepers Association, among others.

The director of the program in which I teach biology, The Early College Alliance @ Eastern Michigan University and his wife give garden tours and frequently have tours of their gardens at their home (our director’s wife is a master gardener and is very involved in The Ann Arbor Chapter of WildOnes (gardening).  They have both been very actively involved in the Ann Arbor metropolitan area community for many years and have many connections with all of the educational institutions in the Ann Arbor area.

I could go on, but I have spent more time than I probably should have, but it is well worth the acknowledgment and KEEP THE HIGH QUALITY WOOD MULCH COMING!  If it remains this quality I will always buy my wood mulch from P&E, especially at the fair pricing offered, and I will continue to recommend it to all of those that share my passion for gardening and/or biology!

Thanks for your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Dr. Pete Sutherland, D.V.M.

Biology/Biochemistry/Allied Medical Health Science Instructor and CORE Advisor

Early College Alliance 

225A King Hall

Eastern Michigan University

Ypsilanti, Mi 48197

eca_psutherland@emich.edu
sutherland.eca@gmail.com 

psuther2@ypsd.org
734-487-4291

fax 734-487-7882

