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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
Staff Report 

 
ADDRESS:  508 Second Street, Application Number HDC 12-061  
 
DISTRICT:  Old West Side Historic District 
 
REPORT DATE: April 30, 2012 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:  Katie Remensnyder, Interim Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  Monday, May 7 for the Thursday, May 10, 2012 HDC meeting 
 
 

OWNER  APPLICANT    
 
Name: Michael & Barbara Smith  Harold Kirchen 
Address: 508 Second Street   340 Eighth Street 
  Ann Arbor, MI 48103  Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
Phone: (734) 994-6532   (734) 476-5455 
 
 
BACKGROUND:  This two-story, front gable vernacular house features a front porch with 
square columns spanning the length of the eastern (front) elevation, a wide frieze board below 
the cornice, a bay window on the southern elevation, and pedimented window surrounds on the 
second story. Before 1897, the address of the house was 34 Second Street. Although the exact 
year of construction could not be determined, Conrad and Anna Noll are listed as residing at the 
house in the 1888-1889 Polk City Directory, where Conrad is listed as a boot and shoemaker. 
  
LOCATION: This site is located on 
the west side of Second Street, 
between West Jefferson Street and 
West Madison Street.    
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant 
seeks HDC approval to replace a 
second-floor balcony and to install 
a new six-foot tall wood fence and 
gate.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation: 
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(9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy 

historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize a property.  
The new work will be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the 
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings: 
 
 Additions: 
 

Recommended: Constructing a new addition so that there is the least possible loss of 
historic materials and so that character-defining features are not obscured, damaged, or 
destroyed.  

 
Placing new additions such as balconies and greenhouses on non-character-defining 
elevations and limiting and size and scale in relationship to the historic building. 
 
Not Recommended: Designing new additions such as multi-story greenhouse additions 
that obscure, damage, or destroy character-defining features of the historic building. 

 
 
STAFF FINDINGS:  

 
1. The proposed balcony would replace a previous balcony that was removed in fall 2010 

because of rotting wood. Currently, the second-story door opens to a ten-foot drop. The 
proposed balcony is located on the rear elevation and measures nine feet three inches 
long and five feet wide. The balcony will have untreated Ipe wood decking, posts, and 
rails, and cedar spindles, fascia, and rake. 

 
2. The proposed fence would extend from the southern elevation of the house along the 

southern property line to the rear of the lot. The fence is six feet high and also includes a 
gate facing the street that measures three feet six inches high. The fence will consist of 
cedar posts and cedar boards spaced one-half inch apart. 
 

3. Staff may approve “installation of new fences, provided they meet the requirements of the 
Historic District Design Guidelines” on the Commission’s behalf.  Those guidelines say it 
is appropriate to use wood (picket or alternating board) for fencing. Although this fence 
does not have alternating boards, the boards are spaced to allow for opacity and staff 
believes that it is an appropriate design. 

 
4. Staff recommends approval of the proposed balcony and fence. Both are compatible in 

exterior design, massing, arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the site and 
the surrounding area, and meet The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation, particularly standard 9. 

 
 
POSSIBLE MOTIONS:  (Note that the motion is only a suggestion.  The Review Committee, 
consisting of staff and at least two Commissioners, will meet with the applicant on site and then 
make a recommendation at the meeting.)   
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I move that the Commission approve the application at 508 Second Street, a contributing 
property in the Old West Side Historic District, to construct a new second-story balcony 
and install a new six-foot tall wood fence, as proposed.  The proposed work is compatible 
in exterior design, arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the 
building and the surrounding area and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings, in particular standard 9 
and the guidelines for additions.  
 

.  
MOTION WORKSHEET:   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at 508 Second 
Street in the Old West Side Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, correspondence, drawings 
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