ATTACHMENT A

BALDWIN AV (Granger to Shadford)
NO PARKING – EAST OR WEST SIDE OF STREET?

12 Addresses in Project Area

Responses Due With Postmark On or Before 12/7/2009

WEST Side – 6 of 10 responses

· We prefer NO parking on EITHER side of Baldwin

· I support the proposal regardless of which side is designated

· Great response time!  Now let’s work on that TREACHEROUS “T” intersection of Baldwin & Granger:  dangerous & hard to navigate!

· There is enough room for speeding!  Not too narrow.  You create a bigger problem!  Now speeding from Stadium to Granger will increase.  (Remove from west side) if needed – only game days.  There has never been a a problem for weekly trash pick-up, snow, etc.  A change for 8 days of the year does not make sense!  Put up 1 stop sign.  Speeding is a bigger problem!!!

EAST Side – 2 of 10 responses

· You should also evaluate Baldwin between Stadium & Packard.  Because more people drive on the east side – they come from Fraser’s Pub to cut through at nights.

EAST & WEST Sides – 1 of 10 responses

· I’d like to see parking removed from both sides and speed bumps installed to slow the speeders who race down Baldwin.

NEITHER side – 1 of 10 responses

· I appreciate the concern expressed in the inquiry you mentioned in your letter.  However, please consider the following and notify me if I may be able to state my case in person at a hearing or other public meetings.  1.  First, I have worked during the day in my home-office facing Baldwin at the corner of Baldwin and Shadford since 1995.  Baldwin is the only street in the area has that NO stop signs on a 4 block run from Granger to Stadium.  I have observed over the years that parked cars along Baldwin on either or both side(s) cause vehicles to drive much more slowly than when no parked cars are present.  Even so, many vehicles race down Baldwin to Stadium, well over the speed limit.  This is exceedingly dangerous since the neighborhood has many children walking to and from school as well as lots of people and children just walking around the neighborhood.  2.  Permanently removing parking on one side of the street will result in vehicles driving faster down the street and will INCREASE the risk of accidents and/or pedestrian injuries.  From someone who has personally observed traffic, daily, along this street for 14 years, the City’s conclusion that the street would be safer if parking were removed from one side of the street is false.  I vehemently do NOT support putting no-parking signs on one side of the street, home football weekends or any other time.  The minor inconvenience during just 30 hours a year, of driving past dense parking along both sides of the street, is NOT justified, given the increased risk of accidents during the other ~5000+ hours of traffic along the street.  3.  If the City spends any time and money at all on trying to improve the safety of traffic along Baldwin, they should spend it by solving a much higher priority problem in the area.  Over the past 14 years, I have personally observed 5-10 accidents (both vehicle-vehicle and vehicle-pedestrian, some with serious injuries) at the intersection of Baldwin and Shadford.  Just look in the police reports.  These have occurred at any time during the day but a greater number at rush hour.  Here are reasons why:  a.  Drivers from southbound Packard wanting to get to eastbound Stadium, in order to avoid the Stadium-Packard traffic light delay, turn left on Shadford from southbound Packard, speed to Baldwin through no stop sign at Lincoln, then cruise through the stop sign at Baldwin turning right to get to Stadium.  B.  Every accident I have observed was caused by a driver cruising through the stop sign turning south on Baldwin from eastbound Shadford, and either hitting – or being hit – by a vehicle traveling south on Baldwin through the Baldwin-Shadford intersection.  This is true both at rush hour and at other times.  Some drivers come to a complete stop at Baldwin, others cruise through.  Some do not see the vehicle coming at them southbound on Baldwin but MOST DO see the vehicle.  In either case the accident is caused because drivers ASSUME there is a stop sign at Baldwin-Shadford and (most often), pull out right in front of the oncoming vehicle, causing an accident.  Also, once a week or so, there is an near-miss accident where the southbound Baldwin vehicle honks his horn at the vehicle turning in front of him and/or either or both vehicles skid through hard braking, screeching, accident-avoiding stops.  C.  Stop sign placement is inconsistent in the neighborhood, (e.g. NO STOP SIGN at Baldwin-Shadford, but there is a STOP SIGN at Ferdon-Morton, and there is a YIELD SIGN at Morton-Lincoln, etc).  This inconsistency of stop sign placement and the need for a new analysis of traffic patterns in the neighborhood are the causes of these traffic accidents and injuries.  Drivers cruising through stop signs and/or assuming stop sign are at the cross streets, also are also contributing factors.  4.  Here is my recommendation:  rather than spending time and money, responding to an inquiry about a very small inconvenience for 6 hours 5 times a year on home football weekends, do some better traffic safety analysis.  As a minimum, in order to address a much more significant traffic safety issue (with documented injury accidents), do the following.  A.  Do not permit left turns onto Shadford from southbound Packard at rush hour – note that left turns from Shadford to Packard are not allowed today.  B.  Put stop signs at north-south Baldwin-Shadford, or at least put up a sign at the stop sign on eastbound Shadford that says to the driver “traffic approaching you from the left does not stop.”  C.  Look in police reports for other high frequency traffic accidents to see if other stop signs might solve similar problems.  5.  I have spoken to police officers at accident scenes at Baldwin-Shadford (after calling 911 and helping the injured, by the way) and they have only commended that making the changes I have suggested above would take several years of working the issue at the City.  I am somewhat disappointed that I did not spent that time working the real traffic safety issue in my neighborhood, but I will be very disappointed if the City actually installs no parking signs on one side along the street – time and money whose actual impact will be to decrease safety, and time and money which could have been spent on a project that would increase safety.  6.  Finally, if you do put no-parking signs on Bladwin, please put them on the EAST side of the street.  All of the houses that have front doors facing Baldwin are on the WEST side.  We and our visitors park in front of our house at the front door on the WEST side of the street.  Not allowing parking on the WEST side will be very unsafe as we will have to cross the street with groceries, packages and children.  Thank you.
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