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Economic Development Metrics - Jan 1, 2014-May 31, 2015

Ann Arbor SPARK’s Business Development mission: Maximize job creation
and capital investment by growing the region’s GDP through the retention
and expansion of established driving industry companies that sell goods
and services outside the Ann Arbor region, and through the targeted
attraction domestically and internationally of similar companies that
could succeed in our region.

Ann Arbor SPARK'’s Business Development Metrics in the City of Ann Arbor:
1. Companies assisted

a. Number of retention visits: 60, those cos. employ 2766 FTE.
b. Number of attraction prospect site visits: 4

c. Number of responses to attraction prospect or site consultant
requests for proposals: 10
2. Jobs
a. Projected to be created: 240 over the next three years
b. Jobs projected to be retained: 37
3. Investment
a. Taxable value of new private investment: $1,719,776
b. Total value of private investment: $3,439,551
4. Number and value of investments leveraged through and including
federal and state grants and incentives, foundations and other sources
that assisted businesses or organizations: 1 incentive valued at
$400,000.
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5. Number of facilitations, advocacy initiatives, and communication efforts by
SPARK to address economic development needs and concerns:

a. Ann Arbor SPARK leads the “Greater Ann Arbor Region” initiative, a six
county economic development effort that is focused on regional
opportunities, and leveraging our region’s combined assets to pitch
opportunities for national and international projects. These efforts
include specific marketing materials and social media channels. Our
efforts have resulted in the region’s ability to respond to new project
opportunities (www.GreaterAnnArborRegion.org).

b. Ann Arbor SPARK hosted several site decision maker consultants in a
regional familiarization tour as part of our Greater Ann Arbor Region.
These are consultants that work specifically with companies on their
growth projects, and the tour focused on the region’s unique assets and
opportunities for growth from their clients. (October)

c. Ann Arbor SPARK is a managing member of the Regional Prosperity
Initiative, a statewide initiative focused on how our region can address
transportation, talent and address our education/workforce
development systems efficiently. The work product is currently being
developed, but more information may be found here:
https://sites.google.com/a/pscinc.com/r9-prosperity-initiative /home.
The Talent Council and Region 9 management team met several times
during this period.

6. Status of Economic Health Advisory Group convened by SPARK to further
collaboration and alignment of economic development goals in the City and
region: The first meeting was held last Friday, May 22, 2015. Sabra
Briere is co-chairing with Conan Smith. Amanda Edwards, Ypsi Mayor,
Mandy Grewal, Pittsfield Twp Supervisor, Mary Jo Callan, Brett Lenhart
and Steve Powers attended. The next meeting is scheduled for June 19,
2015.
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