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Roger Kerson
402 Virginia, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
734.645.0535

roger.kerson@gmail.com

Career highlights
Media strategies for labor, community, environmental organizations and private
sector companies
Writing and editing of investigative articles, reviews and essays for newspapers
and magazines
Concept development and copywriting for advertising and publicity materials
for print, web, radio and television
Supervision of communications, polling, advertising, editorial, graphics, video
and website staff and vendors
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Current position

Media consultant, RK Communications

Principal of communications consulting firm, providing strategic counsel and media services
to labor unions, environmental groups, community organizations and private sector
businesses. Focus on strategic planning, editorial services, media relations, and social
media campaigns.

Employment history

2006 to 2010: Director, Public Relations, United Auto Workers, Detroit, Ml

Supervise staff of ten, along with numerous vendors, who produce the union’s website,
magazine, bargaining, organizing and political action materials, and related advertising and
publicity campaigns. Manage media relations and develop press strategies for UAW officers,
regions and local unions.

Major accomplishments included leading UAW communications response to 2008-2009 auto
crisis; supervising multi-million dollar broadcast and Internet advertising campaign to build
UAW brand and to support UAW-endorsed candidates; supervising communication efforts in
support of succesful union organizing campaigns, and leading re-design process for
WWW.uaw.org.

1999-2006: Assistant Director, Public Relations, United Auto Workers

Wrote and edited op-eds, speeches, press releases and other publicity material, wrote,
edited and directed design of Web sites; wrote copy and developed concepts for print, radio
and television advertising.

Major accomplishments include directing media strategies and communications support for
UAW organizing drive at Freightliner — one of the largest successful industrial organizing
drives in the United States during the past decade. Also wrote and produced radio ads in
support of UAW-endorsed candidates for Congress; wrote and supervised design of print
ads in support of UAW legislative objectives, and directed communications support for
successful organizing drives in health care, higher education and public service.

1996-1998: Editor, National News Reporter, White Springs, FL

Edited a nationally-circulated monthly newspaper published by the United Broadcasting
Network, a talk radio syndicate anchored by Jim Hightower. Publication focused on trade,
jobs, and consumer issues. Responsibilities included investigative, feature and editorial
writing; assigning and editing stories for publication; selecting and soliciting photographs,
illustrations and cartoons; supervision of design, layout and production.
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1992-1996: Communications consultant, Chicago, lllinois

Public affairs consultant for labor unions and community organizations. Responsibilities
included: campaign planning and strategy; copywriting and concept development for print,
radio and television ads; design and writing of newsletters and other publicity material; and
ongoing media relations activities. Clients included: UAW, AFSCME, Chicago Affordable
Housing Coalition, Calumet Project for Industrial Jobs, Chicago Rehab Network, Federation
for Industrial Retention and Renewal, and others.

1988-1992: Free lance writer, Chicago, IL

Investigative articles, essays and reviews on politics, economic and community issues for
The Chicago Sun-Times, The Chicago Reader, Columbia Journalism Review, Crain’s
Chicago Business, In These Times, The Michigan Voice, Technology Review, the
Washington Monthly and other publications.

1988-1992: Research analyst, Midwest Center for Labor Research, Chicago, IL
Research on the finances, market performance and labor relations activities of specific
companies and industries for MCLR clients, which include labor unions, local and state
governments and economic development organizations.

Education University of Michigan, 1980, BA in history, with distinction

Community activities
v" Housing and Human Services Advisory Board, City of Ann Arbor
v President, board of directors, Ecology Center
v" Board of directors, Washtenaw County ACLU
v" Board of directors, Student Advocacy Center

Personal Married to Robin Kaplan, an attorney/counselor at the University of Michigan Law
School. We have two daughters: Sarah, age 16 and Astrid, age 14.

References available upon request.



