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ANN ARBOR HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 

 
Staff Report 

 
ADDRESS:  414 East Kingsley Street, Application Number HDC11-107 
 
DISTRICT:  Old Fourth Ward Historic District  
 
REPORT DATE: August 5, for the August 11, 2011 HDC Meeting 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY:   Jill Thacher, Historic Preservation Coordinator 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE DATE:  Monday, July 11, 2011 
 

OWNER    APPLICANT 
 
Name:  Richard & Laurie Borer  Acheson Builders, Inc 
Address:  39 Cambridge Blvd   1483 Newport 
   Pleasant Ridge, MI 48069  Ann Arbor, MI 
Phone:  (734) 604-1555   (734) 668-1940 
 
BACKGROUND:  This two story Queen Ann features a full width front porch, multiple hipped 
rooflines, a decorative pedimented front dormer with diamond shingles and applied lattice trim, 
and a cut stone foundation. It first appears in the 1904 Polk City Directory as the home of dentist 
Herbert Burke. 
 
LOCATION: The site is located on the south side of East Kingsley Street, east of North Division 
and west of Elizabeth Street.  
 
APPLICATION:  The applicant seeks HDC approval to make an existing undersized basement 
egress window code compliant by extending it 7” deeper and enlarging the existing window well.  
 
APPLICABLE REGULATIONS:   
 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

 
(2) The historic character of a property will be 

retained and preserved.  The removal of 
distinctive materials or alteration of 
features, spaces, and spatial relationships 
that characterize a property will be avoided. 

 
(9) New additions, exterior alterations, or 

related new construction shall not destroy 
historic materials that characterize the 
property.  The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be 
compatible with the massing, size, scale, 
and architectural features to protect the 
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historic integrity of the property and its environment. 

 
(10)  New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a 

manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic 
property will be unimpaired.  

 
From the Secretary of the Interior’s Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings (other 
SOI Guidelines may also apply): 
 
Windows - Alterations/Additions for the New Use 
Recommended:  Designing and installing additional windows on rear or other-non character-
defining elevations if required by the new use. New window openings may also be cut into 
exposed party walls. Such design should be compatible with the overall design of the building, 
but not duplicate the fenestration pattern and detailing of a character-defining elevation. 
 
Building Site 
Recommended: Identifying, retaining, and preserving buildings and their features as well as 
features of the site that are important in defining its overall historic character. 
 
Not Recommended:  Removing or radically changing buildings and their features or site features 
which are important in defining the overall historic character of the property so that, as a result, 
the character is diminished. 

 
STAFF FINDINGS:  
 

1. The current window was installed 5+ years ago and neither the window opening size nor 
the dimensions of the well are large enough to meet building code requirements for 
egress. The window opening would be extended seven inches deeper, and the well 
would be expanded eight inches in both directions and be reconstructed using similar six 
inch landscape timbers. The new window would be an Andersen vinyl clad casement.  
 

2. The proposed alterations to this already altered basement window are minor and 
appropriate to insure safe egress while nominally affecting the building. A few flagstones 
will need to be moved a few inches away from the well on a nearby path.  

 
3. Staff recommends approval of the application and finds it is generally compatible in 

design, arrangement, texture, material and relationship to the rest of the site and the 
surrounding area and meets The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, 
in particular standards 2, 9 and 10, and the guidelines for building site and district or 
neighborhood setting. 

 
MOTION 

 
I move that the Commission issue a certificate of appropriateness for the application at 414 
East Kingsley Street, a contributing property in the Old Fourth Ward Historic District, to 
enlarge an existing non-original basement window to meet egress requirements, as 
documented in the owner’s submittal. The work is compatible in exterior design, 
arrangement, materials, and relationship to the house and the surrounding area and meets 
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating 
Historic Buildings, in particular standards 2, 9 and 10 and the guidelines for windows and 
building. 
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MOTION WORKSHEET   
 
I move that the Commission issue a Certificate of Appropriateness for the work at  414 E 
Kingsley Street  in the Old Fourth Ward  Historic District 
 
 ____ Provided the following condition(S) is (ARE) met: 1) STATE CONDITION(s) 
 
The work is generally compatible with the size, scale, massing, and materials and meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, standard(S) number(S) (circle all that 
apply):   1,   2,   3,   4,   5,   6,   7,   8,   9,   10 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  application, drawings, photos.  
 
 
 
414 E Kingsley 
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