All Urban Consumers – (CPI-U) 2004-2015*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Annual
	Percent Change

	Year
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Avg
	Dec-Dec
	Avg-Avg

	2004
	185.2
	186.2
	187.4
	188.0
	189.1
	189.7
	189.4
	189.5
	189.9
	190.9
	191.0
	190.3
	188.9
	3.3
	2.7

	2005
	190.7
	191.8
	193.3
	194.6
	194.4
	194.5
	195.4
	196.4
	198.8
	199.2
	197.6
	196.8
	195.3
	3.4
	[bookmark: _GoBack]3.4

	2006
	198.3
	198.7
	199.8
	201.5
	202.5
	202.9
	203.5
	203.9
	202.9
	201.8
	201.5
	201.8
	201.6
	2.5
	3.2

	2007
	202.4
	203.5
	205.4
	206.7
	207.9
	208.4
	208.3
	207.9
	208.5
	208.9
	210.2
	210.0
	207.3
	4.1
	2.8

	2008
	211.1
	211.7
	213.5
	214.8
	216.6
	218.8
	219.964
	219.086
	218.783
	216.573
	212.425
	210.228
	215.303
	0.1
	3.8

	2009
	211.143
	212.193
	212.709
	213.240
	213.856
	215.693
	215.351
	215.834
	215.969
	216.177
	216.330
	215.949
	214.537
	2.7
	-0.4

	2010
	216.687
	216.741;
	217.631
	218.009
	218.178
	217.965
	218.011
	218.312
	218.439
	218.711
	218.803
	219.179
	218.056
	1.5
	1.6

	2011
	220.223
	221.309;
	223.467
	224.906
	225.964
	225.722
	225.922
	226.545
	226.889
	226.421
	226.230
	225.672
	224.939
	3.0
	3.2

	2012
	226.655
	227.663
	229.392
	230.085
	229.815
	229.478
	229.104
	230.379
	231.407
	231.317
	230.221
	229.601
	229.594
	1.7
	2.1

	2013
	230.280
	232.166
	232.773
	232.531
	232.945
	233.504
	233.596
	233.877
	234.149
	233.546
	233.069
	233.049
	232.957
	1.5
	1.5

	2014
	233.916
	234.781
	236.293
	237.072
	237.900
	238.343
	238.250
	237.852
	238.031
	237.433
	236.151
	234.812
	236.736
	0.8
	1.6

	2015
	233.707
	234.722
	236.119
	236.599
	237.805
	238.638
	238.654
	238.316
	237.945
	237.838
	237.336
	
	
	
	



Inflation vs. Consumer Price Index (CPI), How They Are Different
The difference between the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and inflation is a source of confusion for many. At its easiest level, the Consumer Price Index in the United States is used to calculate inflation. Thus, their similarities are better understood based on that relationship even if the details of their differences are not.
Looking at definitions, the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States Department of Labor defines the CPI as:
"a measure of the average change over time in the prices paid by urban consumers for a market basket of consumer goods and services."
It defines inflation as:
"the overall general upward price movement of goods and services in an economy."
Unfortunately, those definitions do not thoroughly describe the nuances between the Consumer Price Index and inflation. To do that, we must elaborate on both concepts with additional detail.
To begin with, let’s look solely at the Consumer Price Index. The CPI can be viewed as a number used to measure change. In the United States, the Bureau of Labor Statistics gathers the average prices paid by consumers for hundreds of different items each month. The average is then compared to a reference base period. That base period is an arbitrary date set by the federal government. Currently, the US uses the average of goods and services from 1982 to 1984 and considers that our reference base period with a factor of 100.
We can then use the monthly CPI published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics to determine differences between two points in time and calculate inflation for that period. For example, let’s compare the CPI of January 2000 with that of January 2010.
The CPI of January 2000 was 168.800 with the index for January 2010 listed as 216.687.
To make the calculations, we take the more recent CPI, subtract the oldest CPI, and then divide by the oldest CPI. Using our numbers shown above, it would be 216.687, minus 168.800, divided by 168.800. This equals .2837.
Inflation is always considered as a percentage, so we take that number and multiply it by 100 to get 28.37%. Thus, the inflation rate from January 2000 to January 2010 was 28.37%.
By looking at these calculations, it becomes easier to understand that the Consumer Price Index is a factor in determining inflation.
From http://www.usinflationcalculator.com/inflation/inflation-vs-consumer-price-index-cpi-how-they-are-different/ 

